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BLESSED BE THE GOD AND FATHER OF 
.OUR Lord JESUS. CHRIST, WHO Harn 
- . BLESSED Us WITH ALL SPIRITUAL | 
5 BLESSINGS IN HEAVENLY. PLACES. mM - X 
ChRIsr. Mo a 
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" 8 SERMON v. w. ; 
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1 WILL TAKE THE gur or SALVATION, 


AND CALL UPON THE NAME OF THE 
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SERMON vs, vil. 


JOHN, chap. 1, ver. 14. 


WE BEHREID Hs GLORx, THB Sw 48 | 
OF THE ONLY BEGOTTEN OF THE Fa- 
4 Ul OF GRACE AND ICEM. - 
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s ERM ON W. X. | 
REVELATION, chip. air, yer. 13. 


ix HEARD 4 VOICE . FROM "HEAVEN, SAT- 
ING, BLESSED ARE THE DEAD WHO 
DIE IN THE Lok p, FROM HENCEFORTH: | 
TEA, SAITH THE OPIRIT, THAT THEY 
MAT REST FROM: THEIR LABOURS ; 
"AND THEIR WORKS vo FOLLOW THEM. 
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5 HEBREW«S, chap. ix. ver. 228. 
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AND UNT0 THEM THAT LOOK FOR HIM | 


SHALE HE APPEAR THE SECOND TIME, - 
WITHOUT SIN, vx ro SALVATION. 
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13 JOSHUA, chap. xxiv. ver. 15. 


Bur as rox ME AND MY HOUSE, WE 
WILL SERVE THE LORD 
HESE words are the language not of 
: [ Joſhua only, but of every one-who has 
been admitted into the chriſtian church by 
baptiſm: We then, in the moſt ſolemn and 
public manner, before men, before angels, 
before God himſelf, declared ourſelves to be 
the fervants of Chriſt, and that we were re- 
| ſolved to ſerve him: We renounced every 
other lord and maſter, and bound ourſelves 
to him, in a covenant, which it is our duty 
never to forget or violate.—lt will not there - 
fore, I am hopeful, be thought improper to 
lay before thoſe who are come of age, the im · 
portance of the reſolution they entered into 
when they were young, and, at the ſame time, 
conſider ſome of theſe infinitely. intereſting mo- 
tives, which reaſon and chriſtiapity ſuggeſt to 
ne. l. _ -B make 
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Lord; but can we indeed ſerve him? Can our 


5 righteouſneſs be profitable to Chriſt, or can 


our higheſt obedience be, in any reſpect, uſe- 
ful to him? Can he, who is exalted to a ſtate 
of the moſt conſummate glory, happineſs and 
perfection, receive any addition to his glory, 
happineſs and perfection, by any thing which 
is, in our power to do, or ſuffer for him? 
Surely not. In this ſenſe, therefore, it would 
de the higheſt arrogance and preſumption in 


us to think, that we can poſſibly ſerve the 


Lord.—Or, when we promiſe to ſerve him, 
do we fancy, we can do it in our own ſtrength? 

is no leſs a miſtake, and 
attended with no [eſs fatal conſequences than 
the other: That it is a miſtake, appears from 
the declarations of him who cannot deceive 
us, and who knew well what was in man, who 
has expreſly aſſured us, that, without him, 
in the buſineſs of religion, we can do nothing, 
and that no man can come unto the Son, ex- 
cept the Father draw him; ſo that, in neither 
of theſe ſenſes, are we to underſtand the obli- 
gation we have come under to ferve the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt.— In what view therefore is it to 
be underſtood.? For unfolding the matter a 
little, it may be neceſſary to obſerve, that one 


e bound to 5 9 1 b Kollowing 
things; — To have no other intereſt bees.” 
that of his lord and maſter . To give up his 

own will intirely to his;—And to obey all the_ 
| Notices of his pleaſure with the utmoſt faith- 
fulneſs and integrity. Have we then under- 
taken at our baptiſm to. be. the ſervants, of : 
Chriſt, we are bound, 

In the firſt place, 
at heart but the intereſt of our exalted Re- 
deemer: Nor need we be at any loſs to 
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know wherein that conſiſts. We have alrea- 


dy obſerved, that his perſonal intereſts are far 
above the reach of being affected by any thing 


which we can either think or do: That inte- | 


reſt of his therefore, which we are chiefly 
bound to regard, 1 is that, in which all his me- 
diatorial conduct and diſpenſations principally - 
ſeem to center.—The redemption of a guilty 
world from ſin, and from the fatal conſequences 


of ſin, and re-eſtabliſhing them in the enjoy- _ : 


ment of that immortal happineſs which they 
were originally deſigned for, appears to be - 
the great end of all the Sort of God did, and 
taught, and ſuffered, while he dwelt among 
men, and of that all-prevalent interceſſion he 
| is ſtill carrying on, at the right. hand of the 

Majeſty in heaven. Thus has he condeſcend= _ 
N to make our intereſt his own ; nor has = 5 El 


= 3 5 8 E. R M 3 N k. 

indeed, any other as mediator, beſides the 
happineſs and ſal vation of his people: So that, 
when we were dedicated in baptiſm to the ſer- 
vice of Chriſt, we became bound to mind, 
above all things, the ſpiritual and eternal in- 
- - tereſts of our dwn immortal ſouls ; to make. 
5 theſe the chief end of all our wiſhes, actions 
and deſigns, and to conſider every exerciſe 

and purſuit as an idle employment, and uſeleſs 

waſte of time, that does not help us forward 
= our way to a glorious and bleſſed 1 immorta- | 

> 4557 ſurp riſing gly aſfoniſhing” is it, chat we 
"ſhauld fide tobe called upon to mind theſe 

_ Important” intereſts by any other voice than 

that of our own reaſon within us Vet ſo it 
is in fact, that thoſe intereſts, though of al! 
others the moſt important, are of all others ⁶ 
the moſt ſhamefully negle&ed.—The intereſt 
of out bodies, the intereſts" of our luſts and 
Paſſions, the intereſts of our idle fancies and Wl 
Wild uncorrected humours, which can on)) 
afford a momentary gratification,” are almoſt , 

conſtantly preferred; the ſober. dictates of 
"reaſon and conſcience are deſpiſed ; the cla- 
mours of unruly ſenſe and ungoverned appetite 
are attended to, and nothing leſs than a Sa- 
viour from heaven itſelf can reclaim us.—For 
this end the Son of God came down from the 
 * Height of his glory and happineſs, to perſuade 
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| ſouls of others, we are properly ſaid to ſerve 
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our eternal peace; to prevail with us to look 


upon the vanities of ſin and of the world in 


their proper light; to withdraw our deſires, 


our care and attention, from theſe, and io 


place them on objects capable of affording us 


an immortal entertainment above.--According- 
ly we find this generous Redeemer has entered 
into the concerns of mankind with a peculiar 
ſympathy and warmth.— In what moving and 
affectionate ſtrains does he invite all who are 

weary and heavy laden to come to him that 


they may have reſt: And with what inexpreſ- 
ſible tenderneſs does he lament over the ob- 


ſtinacy and blindneſs of thoſe who neglect the 


great ſalvation which be has put as it were 


into their hands. O Jeruſalem, 'Jeruſalem ! 
How often would I have gathered you as a. 

hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, 
and ye would not ?—Thele are the intereſts 
which Chriſt has been pleaſed to make his 
own, and ſure they are ſuperlatively ours. 


When we therefore conſider them as ſuch, and 


co- operate with him, in taking every meaſure 
that is neceſſary to promote the ſpiritual aud 


eternal happineſs of our own ſouls and the 


z 


In the ſecond place, One who devotes him- 


{elf tothe ſervice of another, becomes bound * 
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to give up his will intirely to his, and to ſa- 


crifice every thought and inclination that does 


not correſpond with the thoughts and inclina- 
tions of him whom he has choſen for his lord 
and maſter :;—$S0 that when we have promiſed 
to be the ſervants of Chriſt, we have promiſed 
to keep a conſtant watch over our own hearts, 
and not to ſuffer a ſingle thought.to be encou- 
. Taged in them, that oppoſes itſelf to the will 
of our aſcended Redeemer.— It muſt be ad- 
mitted, that ſinful thoughts will occaſionally 
; intrude themſelves upon the mind, but if they 
are not entertained with pleaſure, God, who 

knows our frame, will compaſſionate our weak- 
neſs ;-- whereas, if we ruminate upon them with 
delight, we immediately become tranſgreſſors, 


; Then the very thoughts of fooliſhneſs are ſins, 


ins which not only pollute, but deſtroy the 

ſoul, involve it in guilt, and, without repent- 
ance, conſign it over to everlaſting deſtruction. 
There is likewiſe another caſe, in which the 
will of man is extremely apt toſet itſelf in op- 
\ poſition to the will of Chriſt, and that is, the 
caſe of ſuffering. —He to whom the govern-. 
ment of the world is committed may find it 
neceſſary, in the courſe of his all- wiſe provi- 
dence, to diſpenſe corrections of various 
kinds, and try the ſalutary medicine of the. 
rod, when other methods have been ineffec- 
wal to reclaim bi Prepiejiromo lin, and = 
| 5 them 


SERMON 1. 


is for the preſent joyous but grievous, we are 


ready to find fault with diſpenſations of this 


kind, and to repine at the doing of the Lord: 


Whereas the faithful ſervant of. Jeſus Chriſt, 


ſenſible of the ſhortneſs of his own views, 


and of his incapacity to judge for himſelf, 
and conſcious at the ſathe time of the ſuperior 


intelligence and infinite grace of his Redeemer, 


is diſpoſed to place his higheſt confidence in 


the wiſdom and goodneſs of his Saviour, and, 


with the moſt unfeigned ſubmiſſion, chearful- 


ly acquieſces in the will of heaven. This is 


therefore another branch of the chriſtian's 


duty, which he ſolemnly engages to diſcharge, 
when, in baptiſm, he obliges himſelf, in the 

language of Joſhua, that, whatever others do, 
he will ſerve the Lord. © | 5 
Once more, in the laſt place, One who de- 
votes himſelf to the ſervice of Chriſt, becomes 


bound to give a willing and conſcientious obe 


f 


dience to all his commandments : He not only, 
in his own breaſt, approves of the will of 
. Chriſt, as in all things holy, juſt and good, 
but conſiders it as a moſt perfect and proper 


# * 
: 
; . 


chem to a ſenſe of duty; but as no aMidtion 


rule of life to him, and accordingly reſolves 


to govern himſelf by it, in all his thoughts, 
words and actions. Now the ſupreme inten- 


tion of the law of Chriſt is, to make us holy; 
-— This (ſays the apoſtle to the Theſſalonians) 
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is the will of God, even your ſanctification.— 
3 Holineſs is the high road to eternal glory, and 
Wi.ithout this it is impoſſible, in the nature of 
things, that any man can ſee the face of God 
in mercy. We therefore obey the commands 
of our Saviour, when, in good earneſt, we 
. endeavour to cleanſe ourſelves from all filthi- 
neſs of the fleſh and ſpirit," and perfect holi- 
neſs in his fear; when, inſtead. of ſatisfying 
ourſelves with an outward conformity to the 
letter of his law, we wiſh to attain to the ſpi- 
rit of it, and do thoſe things that are exter- 
nally right and fit, in order to create and | 
ſtrengthen the habits of righteouſneſs and ho- 
line ſs in our own ſouls ; and when we uſe the 
means of grace, becauſe they are means of 
Chriſt's appointment, and in obedience to his 
authority ; then are we the ſervants of Chriſt 
indeed, ſervants whom he will approve of, 
and who ſhall not be diſappointed of their res 
ward: Which brings to „„ 
_ - The ſecond thing propoſed, To conſider 
=_ ſome of theſe infinitely intereſting motives 
whick reaſon and-chriſtianityſuggelt to us, to 
make us faithful in the diſcharge of our reli- 
gious promiſes and obligations.— And here, 
indeed, a very wide field opens itſelf upon us, 
and a variety of arguments from different to- 
pics offer themſelves to our conſideration, in 
© which the greateſt difficulty will be, to Fw 
fn. c | uc 
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ſuch as may be moſt perſuaſive, and range 
them in their proper order. —Time will noe _ 
allow me to take notice af every thing that 
might be urged with advantage on this fub= _ 
ject.— Suffer me, however, to obſerve, that 
there are only two avenues, by which one 
can have acceſs to the human heart, namely. 
reaſon and affections: If weican convince the 
one, and engage the other, religion will gain 
its point, and ſit down in honourable triumph 
with all the inferior appetites and defires in 
dutiful ſubjection around ger. 
When we affirm, that the duty we owe to 
_ Chriſt is a reaſonable ſervice, we advance no- 
thing but what is capable of the higheſt evi- 
{ dence and demonſtration.—-We are not only 
| taught by. chriſtianity: to believe that we are 
dependent creatures, but ſtrongly feel in our-. 
ſelves that we really are ſo; nor is it in the 
power of ſelf· deceit, of falſe philoſophy or 
ſinful pleaſure, to eraze the deep impreſſion. 
Nov, can any thing be more reaſonable, 
= than for a dependent creature, a creature who 
| - depends upon another for his very being and 
_ well-being, for all he has and all he hopes 
for, to devote his life, and every thing heen- 
Joys, to the ſervice of that ſovereign ſupreme 
being, who is equally able to give and to take 
away, to preſerve or to deſtroy ? And is not | 
2 contrary behaviour egregiouſly e 


oy abſurd 2—lf we are naps in circum- 
ſtances that make us depend upon the charity 
and benevolence of our fellow-creatures for 
the neceſſaries of life, would not common 
prudence, in that caſe, teach us, to do every 
thing in our power to pleaſe them, to put on 
at all times the moſt obliging carriage and be- 
haviour, and even ſometimes to bear with 
their freakiſh humours and ungenerous inſults, 
rather than do any thing to exaſperate, or pro- 
voke them to deny us their kind aſſiſtance; 
and would not the united reaſon of mankind 
condemn us, if we were to act otherwiſe ?— 
How much more are we bound, by the dic- _ 
tates of the higheſt reaſon, to dedicate: our 
lives, and all our active powers, even every 
thing we are, and every thing we have, to 
the ſervice of him who is the author of them, 
to him who is the original ſource of our being, 
and the only fountain of all our happineſs, ' 
who has no freakiſh humours to diſtreſs us 
with. who will not inſult us on account of 
our dependent ſtate, but who communicates 
life and happineſs to all, and who neither can 
nor will upbraid any of his helpleſs creatures. 
Again, do a thouſand perceptions ariſe every 
day: in our breaſts, to convince us, that we 
are ſubjects of a moral government, and ac- 
countable to a ſuperior for all our thoughts. 
words and actions? Has n.. pointed 
| | out 
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out the perſon to whom the Father hath com- 
mitted the ſupreme authority both in heaven 
and earth, and has Jeſus Chriſt thus acquired 
an unqueſtionable claim to our obedience ? 

= And will not reaſon in that caſe enforce our 
n obligations to it with all the evidence of a tho- 

= rough conviction ?—For, if there is a mutual 
relation betwixt a governor and ſubjects, if 
the notion of the one "neceſſarily infers the 
other, he who has a«right to command, has 
alſo a right to be obeyed ; ſo that if the Lord 
| Jeſus Chriſt is in fact the governor of the 

world, and has a right to the obedience of 

mankind, we are, by the ſame rule of right, 

which is the Jaw of reaſon, under an indiſs - _ 
penſible obligation to obey all the ſignifica=  -» 
tions of his will; nothing therefore can be 
more agreeable to reaſon, nothing more con- 

ſonant to the nature of that relation we ſtand 

in to him, than that in good earneſt we de- 

vote our ſouls and bodies, holy, living and ac 

ceptable ſacrifices to Chriſt, which is our re- 4 


5 


ſonable ſervice. | j A | 
I ſhall only obſerve further, That, if gra- 0 
titude be a principle wrought into the breſt 
of man by the finger of God himſelf, for va- 
luable and worthy purpoſes, the proper ob- 
ject of it muſt be the friendſhip and good of- 
|  fices of others; when we employ it in this 
manner, we naturally approve of ourſelves, 
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and are approven of by all around us ; but 
ſure we can never, with any reasonable pro- 
- priety, approve of ourſelves for theſe acts of 
gratitude we ſhew to men, while we do not 
_ diſapprove of oürſelves for neglecting them 
towards him who is our beſt benefactor in 
heaven: The reaſon of the thing is the ſame 
in both caſes, and the higher the obligations 
. are, reaſon points out the neceſſity of the 
higher returns of gratitude.— Now, are there 
any bleſſings equal to thoſe we have received 
from the Lord Jeſus Chriſt? And was there 
ever any perſon from whom we leſs deſerved 
them ? —By him we were called into exiſtence, 
when as, yet we had none; and no ſooner 
came we into being, but he was pleaſed to 
take us under his on immediate government 
and protection: His goodneſs has conſtantly 
followed us with a bountiful ſupply ; he ſatiſ- 
fies all our reaſonable deſires, and many times | 
prevents our very wiſhes. When we were ru 
ined by ſin,” he pitied us in our loſt eſtate, 
humbled himſelf by taking upon him our na- 
ttlure, and hecameobedient unto death, even the 
dleeath of the croſs, that he might open the 
| . - gates of paradiſe, and reſtore a degenerate 
race tothe bleſſed manſions of everlaſting day : 
And is there no foundation for gratitude in 
all this? Sure, if ever this divine principle- 
| 2 a Proper _ to exerciſe and _ ] 
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oo 
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b upon. it is here; 45 if ever thankfalvefs was 


5 -due to a kind and generous benefactor, it oP 
due, in the higheſt manner, to him, who has 


"thus loved us, and given ' himſelf for us. 


Now, if we are animated with this heavenly 
_ diſpoſition, it will not only lead us to the 


love Ft obedience of our Redeemer, but will 
make his yoke to ſit eaſy upon us, and his 
burden feel altogether light. So that, whe- 


| 5 ther we conſider the relations which Chriſt 


Nands in to us, as our creator, governor and 


friend, or the relatians we ſtand in to him, as 


creatures, as ſubjects, as thoſe who have been 
"infinitely obliged to him; in every point of 


. view, we mult needs be ſatisfied, that nothing _ 
can be more reaſonable, than for ſuch crea- 


tures as we, to dedicate our bodies and ſouls, 
the ſeveral members of the one, and all the 


powers and faculties of the other, to the obe- 


dience of our glorious and divine Redeemer. 
On the other hand, if we conſider the na- 


ture. of the chriſtian's duty, or of the ſervice 


Which Chriſt requires of us, reaſon will abun- 
dani juſtify: the choice we have made of him 
to be our lord and maſter, —Had he propoſed 


an intereſt to himſelf infinitely different from 


ours, and commanded us to apply our Whole 


attention to it, without being at liberty, in 
the ſmalleſt meaſure, to mind or conſult our 
own —Had his vill been like that of an arbi- 


% ” : | | | Fa. aa trary 
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trary tyrant, unreaſonable, uncertain, change- 
able, and contradictory: — Had his commands 
been idle, uſeleſs or oppreſlive ; by that fove- 
"reign authority he has over all his creatures, 
he might have forced our obedience, and 
compelled us to an unwilling ſubmiſſion ; we 
might have complained, but our complaints 
would have been in vain. But oh! a thou- 
ſand times bleſt be his ſacred name, how wide- 
ly different is the caſe? He has declared, he 
has no intereſt but what is ours, and ſure, 
there can be nothing unreaſonable in our obe- 
dience to theſe commands, by which he en- 
Joins us to be mindful of it — His will is 
founded on the higheſt reaſon, invariably the 
fame, and fixed as the pillars of the throne 
of God ; and can a ſteady rule of life, found- 
ed on reaſon, be thought an improper ſtan- 
dard for an intelligent rational agent to guide 
himſelf by, in order to attain to the end of 
his being, and the gratification of his moſt | 
manly wiſhes.—His laws are neither trifling 
nor oppreſſive, but eaſy in themſelves, found- 
ed in the reaſon of things, perfective of hu- 
man nature, and conſequently greatly condu- 
cive to its happineſs. —They breathe a ſpirit 
of compaſſion, tenderneſs and love to men, 
and have an evident tendency to promote 
their preſent and eternal welfare,—And muſt 
not an obedience to ſuch benevolent laws, and 
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to ſuch an affectionate lawgiver, be a moſt 
juſt and reaſonable ſervice ?—Let us therefore - 
act up to the dignity of our natures, let us 
attend to the voice of reaſon, the nobleſt gift 
of God, and, in chearful obedience to its 
dictates and deciſion, let us religiouſly, re- 
ſolve, that, whatever others do, Wy will ſerve 
| the Lord. 
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JOSHUA, chap. xiv, ver. 15. 


Bur As rox ME AND MY HOUSE, we 
WILL SERVE THE Lan. . 


TN Soaring from theſe words, I pro ſed 
to ſet before you, the im 5 that 
reſolution which chriſtians 8 to lay down 
at baptiſm, to ſerve the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and to conſider ſome of thoſe intereſting mo- 
tives which reaſon and chriſtianity ſuggeſt, to 
> us faithful in the- Aiſcharge of our reli- 
| niſes and engagements,—The firſt 
; * was the ſubje& of the former diſ- 

. tourſe ; when I alſo proceeded to what I pro- 
poſed to do, in the ſecond place, To conſider 
_ "ſome of theſe motives which reaſon and chri- 

tianity ſuggeſt, to make us faithful in the 
+ * diſcharge of the duty we owe to our Lord 


and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. —ln entering on this 
brauch of the ſubſcQ, I oblsrved, that there 


are 


: # ; 
, 


n nfm. » 


and affections, that, if we can convince the 
one, and engage the other, religion will gain 


a applies itſelf alſo to our beſt and worthieſt af- 


it profitable in all things, ſays the apoſtle, ha- 
n ving the promiſe of the life that now is, and 
t, of that which is to com. K 
5 Religion chiefly conſiſts in acts of piety and 


t both its branches it communicates perceptions 
1 truly raviſhing and divine, perceptions infi« 
o- nitely ſuperior to what the men of this world 
ler have either ever felt or can feel, and which 
FE fill the mind with unſpeakable joy and ſatiſ- 
he fan 8 
id With what tranſports of delight does the 
his pious, ſerious ſoul read and hear the words of 


„J 


are only two avenues by which one can have 
acceſs to the human heart, namely, reaſon 


its point, and ſit down in triumph, with all 
the paſſions, appetites and deſires, in dutiful 
ſubjection around her: — I have already endea- 
voured, from ſeveral conſiderations, to make 
it appear, that religion, or the ſervice of 
Chriſt, is highly ſuitable to the reaſonable na- 


ture of man: It remains now to ſhew, that it 


fections, and offers us all theſe pleaſurable 
enjoyments that are neceſſary to make us hap= 
W py, both in time and eternity: Godlineſs is 


devotion towards God, and the exerciſe of 
love, charity and benevolence to men.ä— In 


2 : 
— — * 


his adorable Redeemer, which at once enter- 
% 
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| — A he — — upon God, the 
excellencies of his nature, the extent of his 
providence, the majeſty of his works,: 
aàt the de Ry has ago the wonderful 
_ triumphs of love, the -manifold 
grace and — his Saviour, and the 
aſſured intereſt he bas i in him: By fuch. 11 
tatians, the ſemzining hardneſs, of his heart 
is 1 and his ſoul inſenſihly tragsform- 
mething godlike and. divine. With | 
hat f le rapture does he feel himſelf 
polſeſſed, when, upon the vings of -p 
his ſoul. mounts up unto the throgs of God, 
and leayes the world inkvitely. = behind it: 
A as it were, to the at 
of his W and, with humble confidence, 
tells him of all his wants, and of all his 
_ wiſhes; with what enlarged pleaſure, -with - 
what renewed 1 — N return to his 
duty upon ea rde 5 
f n n 


1 


Se) ape fo char he es 


_ without wearying, and runs without fainting, 


and his diſtinguiſhable path becomes like the 


morning light thatſhineth more and more un- 

to the perfecł day. Onee more: What noble 
truſt and confidence in God does true religion 
_ infpire- us with ? And how much does this 


contribute to ſupport us under all the exter- 
| nat calamities to which the life of man is ex- 
in the preſent ſtate? With what won- 


Aderful eaſe, and courage, and reſolution, will 

that perſon behave; hO knows, that though 
he may de corrected, he will not he cut off; 

that chough he may be diſtreſſed, he will not 
be deſtroyed ; who knows, that his Maker is 
his friend, a friend who will guide him by his 
wiſdom, defend him by his power, encourage 
and firengthen; ini by his grace, and mate 
the ligh 


eternal weight of glory. 
- Theſe are ſome of the extatie' pleafu 


5 bas 
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chriſtian benevolence; the ſoul is frequen 


do chat which is divine —Whoever' did , 
on he r the f 
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t afiQions that are but for a moment 
to Work for him a far more. exceeding and | 


which a faithful fervant of the Lord jeſus 
Chkriſt finds in the exerciſes of a genuine piety” 
and devotion ; but theſe are not all; 7 
For, in the ſererab acts of ſocial love and- 


tranſported beyond itfelf, and feels a joy next 8 5 


wick 
ho So: 0” 
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more enjoyment? Who ever praRtiſed grath- 
tude, or love,” or bounty, but with increaſing - 
joy ? lf pleaſure is worth the purchaſing, 


What an exquiſite pleaſure muſt it be to him 


who has a true taſte in life, to relieve the ne- 


ceſſitous, to reach comfort to the diſtreſſed, 


to eaſe, an, aching heart, and to light up the 


human countenance into ſmiles of joy? — None 
can think the pleaſures of ſuch a life, but 
thoſe who live it: For there is joy and glad - 
neſs ſown for the upright in heart, which they 


reap at preſent from every virtuous action, 


_ which increaſes with time, improves upon en- 
joyment, and leaves no en touches of . 
remorſe behind it. 


Time will not allow me Fe ZN Fs ke X 


to particulars juſt now. I ſhall only therefore 


obſerve, in the general, that- the pleaſures 


which attend the ſervice of Jeſus Chriſt are 


of ſo very high an order, that the moſt en- 
chanting enjoyments of ſin are infinitely mean 
and groveling, when they come to be com- 


_ ,, pared with them: They are pleaſures ſo ra- 
_ tional and refined, as to hit the taſte of an- 
gels, and gratify the higheſt and moſt manly 


wiſhes of the human heart: They bear to be 


reflected on, and are able to ſtand the teſt of 


the exacteſt inquiry and trial: Nor are they 


like the pleaſures of ſin, rand. periſn- 
ing and ſhort- lived; they cannot be taken 


from 


0 ”- 
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from us, nor can we be deprived of them; ex- 


cept by ourſelves: The man who has learned 

to ſet the higheſt value on objects of the great- 
eſt beauty, on God, on Chriſt, and on the 
ways of God, ſuch as, honeſty; integrity, 
faith, friendſhip, and honour, and is but 


once poſſeſſed of theſe, will be rich beyond 


expreſſion, as he will have obtained a treaſure 


which none can rob himof, and of which the ut · 


moſt malice of fortune can never deprive him; 
ſince, under all the misfortunes and calamities 
of life, and even in the article of death itſelf, 
theſe will abundantly adminiſter to be com- 
fort, delight and ſatis faction. 

It may be proper likewiſe to obſerveyi s as an 
argument in favour of religion, that it denies 
us no real enjoyments, no not even thoſe of 
a ſenſual kind, which are truly worth the poſ- 
ſeſſing, nor does it in the leaſt interfere with 


them, or deprive us of a reliſh for them, ſo 


far as they aretither innocent or uſeful, The 
3 man is no leſs capable than the im- 


moral one, of enjoying all the pleaſures of 


the underſtanding and imagination; his head 
is as clear, and his reaſon as well fitted for the 
moſt refined. ſpeculations, and his power of 
being pleaſed with the contemplation of beau- 
ty, either in the works of nature or art, will 


be noways impaired, nor will he be leſs ca- . 


Fable; of mirth and 9 becauſe it is 1 
3 
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he will be no lefs naturally difpoſed to:chear- 
fulneſs and good humour; and he will have 
this particular advantage. that, in as far as he 
is virtuous and good, the ridicule can never, | 
with any propriety, be turned upon himſelf. 
It may alſo deſerve to be taken notice of, 
that as we have two different ſtates to paſs 
through, the preſent and the future, ſo it is 
the great defect of vice, that at moſt it pro- 
vides but for one ſtate, and that too many 
times, but for a very ſnort and inconſiderable 


part of it; while virtue makes an ample and 


laſting proviſion for both. «A bad man, it is 
allowed, finds pleaſure in his vices; but pray, 
how long | Why, ſo long as he hath health 


aud vigor, and is placed in outward circum- | 


ſſtances ſuited to the cravings of his finful 
appetites and deſires. But when age or dif- 
tempers grow upon him, or when the means 
and in ruments oft his pleaſures fail him, then 
all his comforts are gone. What is then to 
come ? If the reflection on his former vicious 
courſes gives him no deſpair. ſo neither can it . 
give him hope, and what is paſt is nothi 
But virtue, under ſuch cireumſtances, in a re- 
. ligious mind, from the conſciouſneſs of what 
is paſt, draws comfortable hopes of what is 
to come, either in the preſent ſtate, or in the 
next, and 3 in * 1 * _ me 
| * * 
a 


In the laſt place, That the pleafures of re- 
 ligion are not confined to the prefent life: No. 
1 — a futate proſpect, and 
, preſents us with the view of a reward, as large 
as heaven, and laſting as eternity. Whatever 
troubles or misfortunes, whatever calamities - 
or diſtreſſes, we may happen to meet with 
here; if we continue faithful in our fervice of 
| the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, we ſhall ſoott riſe above | 
the reach of every thing that is capable of an- 
noying or offending us, and enter with tri- 
umph the gates of the New Jeruſalem, where 
we ſhall be for ever eaſy and 5 T in the 
- enjoyment of all theſe anſport- 


13 


raviſhing and 


a 
ing pleaſures, which heaven can beſtow, or 
Which finite and limited natures are capable 


to receive. In that bleſſed place, there ſhall 
be nothing wanting to make us happy, and 
_ compleatly fo ; there ſhall be pleaſures calcu- 
lated to gratify all our deſires, and every wiſh 
ſhall loſe itſelf in enjoyment.—We ſhall, with 
all the ſolemnity of the place, be introduced 
to God himſelf, our everlaſting Father, in 
| Whoſe preſence is fulneſs of joy, ànd at whoſe 13 
right-hand are pleaſures for evermore: We 
ſhall be allowed to approach the foor-ſtool of 
our exalted Redeemer, and behold his glory, 
the glory of the only begotten of the Father, 
full of grace and truth: — We ſhall enter u- 
to ſociety with angels and arch- angels, and 
e Ws with 
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bol it; this is the 
the encouragements he affords to. his. faithful 
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With the ſaints of God, from whoſe a. 


tion we ſhall learn the various curioſities of 


the eternal world, the wonderful plan of di- 
vine adminiſtration, the wiſdom, propriety and 
connection of the ſeveral works of God, even 
every. thing that can entertain a glorified ſoul, 


and fill its capacity with increaſing knowlege 


and delight, to all the ages of cternity.—But 
to deſcribe the pleaſures of heaven is too much 
for the moſt daring mortal to pretend to, as 
no eye, hath ſeen, nor ear heard, nor has it 
entered into the heart of man to conceive the 
greatneſs of that happineſs which God has 
prepared for thoſe who love and obey him. — 
This much we are aſſured of, that it is ex- 
ceedingly, nay inconceivably, great, and what 


above all enhances their felicity is, that mey 


know it ſhall never have an end. 


Now this. is ray as and. theſe the . 
ervice of Chriſt, and theſe 


ſervants :—And ſhall we not therefore, with 


the greateſt pleaſure and faithfulneſs, adhere 
to him as our lord and maſter ?— His ſervice is 


perfect freedom, a freedom from the tyranny 


of ſinful laſts, from the power of hurtful 


temptations, from the diitracting influence of 


worldly cares and of worldly troubles :—lt_ 
delivers us from the chains of the devil, and 
2 conſtitutes us heirs of God, and . 


With ö 
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with his Son, of an inheritance incorruptible, 
_ . undefiled, and that fadeth not away. In one 
word, it is a ſervice the moſt reaſonable, the 
moſt hononrable: and big with conſequences 
of the greateſt utility and advantage. — Have 
we any regard therefore to the dictates of ho- 
nour, of intereſt, or of reaſon, let us join 
. ourſelves to the Lord in a perpetual covenant 
never to be forgotten. Did I ſay, Let us do 
ſo; have we not profeſſed to do it already in 
the moſt ſolemn manner, when we were bap- 
'tized ?-It now remains, that we take every 
Poſſible method to keep alive upon our minds 
a ſenſe of the obligations we then came under, 
to act in all things as becomes the faithful ſer- 
vants of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt: Let us never 
therefore, in any inſtance, behave as if we 
were aſhamed of our maſter, or of his ſervice ; 
let us not ſuffer. ourſelves to be carried down 


by the ſtream of corrupt and. pernicious ex- 


ample, but let us rather dare to fland alone, 
and be ſingular in goodnels ; 3 knowing, that 
however we may incur the ridicule and con- 
| tempt of a flagitious and thoughtleſs genera- 
tion, yet if we own and do honour to Chriſt 
before men, we ſhall be acknowledged by him 
before his Father and the holy N which 
are in heaven. 
And let us be particularly careful to recom- 
Meng 9 and che ways of Chriſt, to out 
. | children, | 


children, our ſervants, and all, over whom we 
have any influence: The neglect of this is the 
fatal fource of all that ignorance, ſenſuality, 
profaneneſs, and contempt of God; of all 
that vice and immorality which is more than 
ſufficient to bring down univerſal deſtruction 
from above upon the human race. Were we 
ds feek for religion in the world, except in our 
Bibles, and the writings of a few good men, 

' "Who are already gone to their place, it is to be 


| feared, we ſhould ſearch, and ſearch in vain. 
Alas! Where are theſe ardent deſires after 


God, that enlivening faith in Chrift, aud zeal 


ſor the intereſts of his kingdom? Where is 


that warm benevolence and unaffected love of 
the brethren, that ardent concern for the hap- 
pineſs of immortal ſouls? And where is that 


Juaſtice and humility, temperance and meek- 


neſs, which diſtinguiſned the ages of antiqui- 
ty, and marked the characters of the primi- 
tive chriſtians ? Theſe divine virtues ſeem to 
"Have gone to heaven, along with thoſe who 
poſſeſſed them: And what have they left be- 
bind? Ah! melancholy thought, infidelity, 
worldly mindedneſs, the deepeſt corruption 
of heart, with every helliſh and pernicious 
luſt.— And, indeed, what elſe can be expect - 
_ ed, while children ſee nothing in their father's 
houſe, but the common cares of life; hear 
nothing but a language, idle, graceleſs aud 
JJ. 


Paget 3 are 3 e but the Te 
arts of falſehood, lying and deceit ?— They 
come abroad into the world, either with no 
ſenſe of religion at all, or with a ſcornful con- 
tempt of it; and meeting with others edu- 
_ - cated like e wen their careleſs, vicious, 
ſoul deſtroying habits are confirmed : A 
they, in their turn, train up their own chil- - 
dren alſo to the Devil: Hence every ſerions  * © 
thought is ſtiſſed, every Ipiritual concern Jai& | | 
aſide, and the very name of religion, except 
for the fake of ridicule or reproach, baniſbeck 
from the converſations. of thoſe who ufually 7 
diſtinguiſh themſelves by the name of g oo 
y; fo that, were it not for the weekly 
returns of the ſabbath day, and a few other 
facred-inſtitations, Chriſtianity would be as if 
it had never been heard of, and the relig inn 
of a Saviour altogether loſt among men 
Let us therefore, for our parts, endeavour 
to give a check to this growing and deſtrue- 
tive evil; let us, after the example of Joſhua, 
reſolve, that, whatever others do, we will 
ſerve the Lord. Let us be particularly care- 
ful to inſpire our children with an early ſenſe 
of God and of religion, by giving them a 
pious education, by ſetting before them a ho- 
ly and virtuous example, and by attending, 
and encouraging them to attend, upon the ſe- - 
veral e. OI both of ; hoes and of public 
| : worlhip : 


: 
— — — = 
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worſhip. — Thus, by the bleſſing of God, ſhall 
the power, the decayed power of vital reli- 
gion be once more felt and revived among us. 
Thus ſhall we be the happy inſtruments of 
advancing the glorious intereſts of the Medi- 
.ator's kingdom upon earth; and, whatever 
becomes of the fouls of others, Chriſtianity 
= us reaſon to hope, that __ ſhall be 

ved in the day of the Lord. 
Now may that fame 8 pirit chat bronght 
again Chriſt Jeſus from the dend quicken our 
hearts from dead works, that we may ſerve 
the living God.. May he ſtabliſh, ſtrengthen, 
"ſettle us in the love and practice of "bur duty, 
that, having overcome the world through 
faith, we may riſe above the pains and plea- 
| fures of it, and become partakers of that di- 
vine nature, which will make us meet for the 
inheritance of the ſaints i in light; and to God, 
only wiſe, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, be 
aſcribed, as is due, all praiſe, honour, power, 
and dominion, now, nen and for ever. 
. | | 
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Bl EssZ B BE THE 83 AND Sg ts, o 


- OUR LokD Jesus Cris T, WHO HATH. 
© BLESSED / us WITH ALL SPIRITUAL. 
"BLESSINGS IN HEAVENLY | PLACES *. 
er. 3 : 


8 ch as Wee is a gee; EN | 
in any character, ſo much is that heart 


to be pitied, that is inſenſible to the delicate 
movements of this rational and humane affec- 


non. —it is accompanied with ſuch inward 
ſatisfaction, that the duty is ſufficiently re- 
warded by the performance; ſo that were 
there no poſitive law which enjoined it, nor 


any recompence laid up for it hereafter, a 


mind ſuſceptible of generous pleaſure cot "i 


readily indulge in it, for the natural gratifica-. 


tion with which it is attended. —Nay, ſo much 
is it connected with theſe ſoft and tender feel- 


aus; which conſtitute: mam and diſtin- 


. : "OR 


N 
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guiſh a man from the inferior part of the cre* 
_ ations hare july repuedeg ee 
nent philoſopher of antiquity, as not the 
greateſt only, but the parent of the ſocial vir- 
tues. We cannot therefore be ſurpriſed to 
find this divine principle animating the breaſt 
of one, who was himſelf remarkably poſſeſſed 
of every moral and of every chriſtian virtue. 
No ſaoner does the apoſtle Paul turn his 
thoughts upon the grace of God, but imme- 
diately his pious foul kindles up into fervours .. 
of the moſt ardent gratitude, and, with a 
thouſand bleſſings, he adores that exalted 
goodneſs, which was the foundation of all 
his happineſs and of all his hopes.—Incapable 3 
_ to recolle& the innumerable particular in- 
- _ ſtances of the love of God to him, arr gs ag | 
© vours-to- threw them all into one — | 
of view, and, with an | overflowing „ ex- 
preſſes his thankfulneſs in the words we 
have juſt now read: Bleſſed be the God 
and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who 
hath bleſſed us with all fpirituet' bleſſings in 
V Heavenly in Chriſt, This divine 
1 warmth-of. the apoſtle, we ſhould endeavour 
E — to transfuſe into ourſelves, and by a frequent 
"= and ſerious contemplation of that rich variety > 
of bleſſings which are communicated to us 
from above, ſhould raiſe our minds to acts of 
the moſt Ryely gratitude, and be always diſ- 
a gra . poked 
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noſed: to. make proper returns of thankfuloeſs — 
do him, who is our greateſt and moſt bountiful!l! 
benefactor.— For though the divine wiſſoaam 
has not thought fit to exalt us to the ſame - 
dignity of rank, and t to make us all a poſtles ü 
for Chriſt, or diſtingulſhed us by the — ſu⸗ 
periority of gifts and graces, yet having con- 
| ferred upon tis a great many valuable bleſlings- | 
in common with him; having given us the 
ſame Lord, the ſame faith, the ſame haptiſm 
the ſame promiſes, the ſame hopes, and the 
ſame grace; it is equally our duty to be highly 
thankful for them, to remember them withy 
the warmeſt gratitude, and to ſpeak out at allt 
times the honour and praiſes of him who is 
the author of them.— As this is the indiſpen - 
ſible duty of all who profeſs themſelves ehriſ- 
_ tians, allow me to call VP yo gratings. ey: 
God and Chriſt. 1 | 
In the firſt place, By. putting. you: in ie 
membrance of ſome of thoſe tranſcendent blei- 
ſings, for which we ſtand indebted to the mer 
| cx: and goodneſs of our heavenly Father. 
_ Secondly, I. ſhall endeavour to ſnew, That 
all the good things we either enjoy or hope for. 
| 42 * us through Jeſus Chriſt e 
I mcirdly, That for theſe the warmeſt re- .:- 
| n. on (rm are due from. „ 1 
oF; | * 75 LI reh. 
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Fourthly, In what manner our gratitude. 
| ſhould be expreſſed. . And, | 
Laſtly, Shall make ſome improvement of N 
the whole. 8 
I am, in the firſt place, to ut you in TRY 
membrance of ſome of thoſe tranſcendent 
bleſſings for which we ſtand indebted to the 
mercy and goodneſs of our heavenly Father. 
And indeed, one is at a loſs where to be- 
gin on ſuch a copious and intereſting ſubject: : 
Were we to recount his favours, they are more 
in number than the hairs of our heads, or the 
: | all the good things 
we enjoy, whether they come more immedi- 
ately from his own hand, or are conveyed to 
us by others, are his gift, who. is the father 
of mercies, the author of all our comforts 
and conſolations. Our life, our breath, our 
being, with all the enjoyments of them, are 
derived from him. He created us by his word, 
governs us by his providence, protects us by<_ 
his power, and bleſſes us with every thing that 
is neceſſary to make us both'eaſy and happy. 
In the mean time, theſe are but the ordinary 
fruits of his goodneſs. —From: the ſame inex- 
hauſtible fountain flow bleſſings of a ſuperior 
order, bleſſings ſpiritual and heavenly, which 
do not terminate with time, but fill the foul 
with joy and rapture to etarnity. Let us here 
therefore fix our ME TOeY tll our eo 
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fed our hearts, that, while we are employed 


in ſacred contemplation, the fire of gratitude 


may warm our breaſts, and diſpoſe us to join 


the apoſtle in that high accented tribute of 


praiſe, O the heighth, the depth, the breadth, 
and the length, of the love of God, 12 CY 


poten all underſtanding !_ 


In the firſt place, It aſt be acknowledped, 
chat we lie under infinite obligations to the 
3 of God, for that ſpiritual wiſdom 
has given us from above, by which we are 
not only taught to entertain more worthy and 
becoming ſentiments of him, of his nature and 
perfections, than our on corrupted reaſon 
could have poſſibly ſuggeſted to us, but are 


delivered from the unhappy neceſſity of gro- 


1 2 out our way to heaven in the dark, and 


ve ſuch clear and diſtinct marks ſet up to 


guide us in the road to glory, that if we care- 


fully attend to them, we ſhall at laſt arrive in 


ſafety to that bleſſed place, which is the end 
20 of all our hopes It is 
eaſier to conceive than expreſs the obligations 
wie lie under to God upon this account. -H - 
_ exquiſitely painful muſt be the ſtate of the 
human mind; while conſcious of its o-ẽn de- 
merits, and doubtful, as well of the poſlibili= 
ty, as the means of obtaining pardon and re- 
2 en with God, the lwalleſt ray of 515 


of all our wiſhes an 


ode . e n 
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enlivening hope is not able to penetrate thoſe 
clouds of ignorance and darkneſs, in which it 
Ws, involved. To be all one's lifetime ſubject 
5 ndage, to be every moment agitated with | 
— 45 cruciating fears of everlaſting deſtruion ; 
to loak around on all hands, and fee no, 
not the moſt diſtant, proſpect of relief :—How 
muſt a 1 of this kind hurry one to 
=_— airs and Plunge him in the deepeſt dif- 

! How mult it ſink his troubled ſpirits, 
— "Kindle the fire of hell within him, before 
he enters into it !—Such muſt have been the 
fate of ſinners, and ſuch would have been 
gurs, had not Almighty God generouſly con- 
deſcended. to reveal himſelf as merciful and 
gracious, long · ſuffering, and abundant in 
goodneſe and truth, willing to be reconciled 
to ſigners, and propoſing the moſt eaſy and 
reaſonable terms of 'parden and acceptance: 


Hence every painful fear, every anxious doubt, 
N Is happily; removed, and peace, and hope, and 


_ Joy reſtored to the human heart.—He hath ' 


taught us both what we are to-do, and what 
e have to expect; has aſſured us, that he 

will not be ſtrict to mark our iniquities, but 
that. upon the exerciſe of the neceſſary graces 


of faith and of repentance, our ſins, which 


are as ſcarlet, ſhall become white as ſnow : So 
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the dangerous precipices of vice and hell, we 

have the noon-day ſun to direct us in the way - 
everlaſting, and inſtead of a dreadful locking 

for judgment, are bleſſed with the raviſhing 
proſpect of a glorious immortality... . 
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In the ſecond place, Another ſpiritual bleſ- 
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acknowledgment, is, that divine grace, by 
which our hearts are not only inclined,” but 
our powers of action ſtrengthened, for the 
diſcharge of the various duties of the chriſ- - 
tian life: The knowlege of religion is only in 
order to the practice of it, and the one, with- 
out the other, is ſo far from being uſeful, that 
it will but aggravate our guilt and enhance 
our condemnation.— But alas! the practice 
of it, however neceſſary, is, to corrupt nature 
_unaſliſted, not only difficult, but impoſſible.— 


Let us but attend to the weakneſs. and imbe- 


cillity of the human mind, the deep deceit- ©. 
fulneſs of the heart, the unſtayedneſs 
conſtancy of our molt vigorous reſolutions, and 
the powerful influence of ſinful appetites and 
habits, and reflect, at the ſame time, on the 
arduouſneſs of a religious courſe, the ſtrengtn 
and number of our ſpiritual enemies, and the 
almoſt irreſiſtable, force of temptations, we 
muſt needs acknowledge, that it is not in man 
that walks to direct his own ſteps, and that, 
* ä 


Ling, which claims our higheſt gratitude and 


and in- 


* 
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in the \ way of 5 55, of bes we can do 
nothing We are commanded by Chriſtiavity 
: to deny ourſelves, take up our croſs, and fol- 
8 ow the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to reQify the ſeve · 

ral diſorders of our natures, ſubdue our vi- 

 B cious paſſions, correct our irregular appetites, 
alnd root out our ſinful habits. We muſt put 
off the old man, which is corrupt, according 

to deceitful luſts, and put on the new man, 

which after God is? created in righteouſneſs 

and true holineſs, that is to ſay, we muſt be 

; come new creatures, and are required to make 

E . ourſelves ſuch. But who is ſufficient for theſe 

| things ?——At the ſame time, theſe are not 

merely counſels of perfection, but commands 

eſtabliſned by the authority of one who has 

ſufficient power to cauſe himfelf to be obeyed. 

— Upon theſe terms has he ſuſpended our 

* everlaſting happineſs, and, unleſs we act up 

to them, we can never expect to ſee his face 

in mercy.— Has Almighty God therefore thus 

ſet heaven and happineſs above our reach, by 

fixing our title to it upon impoſſible condi- 

tions? Has he given us an inflaming proſpect 

of the glory of the New Jeruſalem, and at 

the ſame time made it impracticable for us 

_ ever to arrive to that happy place? No, thanks 

to his ſovereign py e though we are weak 


— 


in ourſelves, Jer in him we ſhall be made of 
| * - 


de remoyed, every enemy ſubdued, every 
. temptation fn and we at laſt ſh 


- triumphant ov Wa 
enter, with fulneſs 


ſions of the ſaints above.—If we 
... conſider, on the one hand, the great import- . - 
ance of this grace to us, and on the other, 
de Kracious god eaſy terms on which it may 
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ſtrong. He has promiſed, that his grace ſhall 
be ſufficient for us, and that he will make 
perfect his ſtrength in our weakneſs, ſo that, 


[otic him aſſiſting us, we ſhall-be able to 


do all things, —And what renders this grace a 
bleſſing ſo much the more valuable, 1 is the free - 
and generous manner in which. it is offered; 
ſo that we have nothing to do, but to aſk, a 
we ſhall receive, and i if 
it ſhall be given to us. —Now what a mighty _ 
- Encouragement} is this to every pious, well- 
_ diſpoſed mind: Inſtead of retiring into our- 
ſelves, and lamenting in deſpair over our own 
weakneſs and inſufficiency, we may, with _ 
bumble confidence, apply to our heavenly Fa- - 
ther, and have only to lay our minds open for 
the reception of that grace, by which we fhall 
be made ſtrong in the Lord, and thoroughly. 
_ furniſhed for every good work, before which 
| the powers of ſin ſhall fall as lightning, by 


we ſeek it in ſincerity, 


the ſtrength of which every dilßculty ſhall 


I riſe_ 
ip, and death, and hell, and 
of joy, into the happy man- 
erefore 


e he 
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be had, we muſt needs own, that it is a ſpi - 


ritual bleſſing of ak higheſt order, and jolly : 
merits our Warme 


e and acknow- 


ledymep ns. | 
t, in the third place, Another foirkaat. 


| bleſſing, for which we lie under infinite obli- 


gations to a kind and 1. God, is, the 
generous acceptance of our perſons, though 
impure, and dur performances, though im- 
perfect. — Whoever conſiders the holineſs and 


_ purity of that God with whom we have to 
do, the equity of his government, and the 


awful ſtrineſs and ſeyerity of his laws, would 
naturally conclude, that the moſt. exact obe- 
dience a ſinful creature can give, falls infinitely 
ſhort of that perfect ſtandard, which even the 


law of reaſon has eſtabliſhed. for the rule and 


meaſure of our duty; and that, conſequently, 


the beſt performances of ſuch a creature muſt | 


be, like the ſacrifices of the wicked, an abo- 


mination in the ſight of heaven.— Chriſtianity 


requires us to be holy, as God is holy, and to 
be perfect, as our Father in heaven is perfect: 
Aud that our obedience may be compleat, 
every act of it muſt correſpond with the law | 
by which it is enjoined, it muſt be directed to £1 
a good end, and proceed from a right prin- 
ciple, a principle of faith in Chriſt, or a re · 
pur, to Als 7 - Whatever ye do, 0 ies 

ard 
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Fold or deed; do all in the name; ät 16 in”. 
obedience to the anthority, of Jeſus Chriſt. 
—Theſe are the high conditions of our” ak- 
ceptance; but can we att up to them, or de; 9 5 
ſo in fact? Far from it; if Goc is "therefqre F 
pleaſed to come down to lower terms, and to | = 
accept of a willing mind, and of our ſincere, I 
though weak, endeavours to pleaſe him; mut } 
not this be looked upon as an fam aß conde- 
ſcenſion, a favour of a very ſingular kind, and 
ſhould it not be numbered amonglt t öſe {; pr. 
ritual bleſſings, which challenge our acereR” | 
graritude and praiſes? 
la the laſt place, 1 * ſhall only at this time” 
mention one bleſſing more, but it is ſuch 
one as crowns all our other bleſſings, aud 
which all our other bleſſings have a view. to, 
and are calculated to promote: : I mean, that” „ 
eternal ſalvation that is prepared for the peo 5 
of God in the world above the clouds, a „ 
vation that cannot be deſcribed but 1 8 töle | 


— 


e got wheel Aa recom] ence, en we 
conſider the degrees or the duration of it, as 
far above their ſhallow 1 merits, as the heavens” 0 


, 
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are above the earth. Could ve, during the 


ſhort period of human life, give an exact and 
| pore obedience to all the commandments of 
od, ſo as not to. give the ſmalleſt occaſion 
for ſelf-reproach, by any thing in our temper 
or behaviour, we might, in that caſe, pretend 
| to. ſome degree of merit, and lay claim to a 
ſuitable reward. But ſure even then, there 
would be no more a conceivable proportion 
betwixt what we deſerve and that eternal 
weight of glory that is afterwards to be- re- 
vealed, than betwixt the whole matter of the 
univerſe and the ſmalleſt grain of ſand. But 
how much muſt this proportion be diminiſhed, 
when we conſider, that in fact our merit is 
leſs than nothing, and that, inſtead of de- 
ſerving any good thing at the hand of God, 
we have, by ſin, expoſed ourſelves to the 
dreadful effects of his moſt violent diſpleaſure. 
How muſt a conſideration. of this kind en- 
hance the value of the bleſſing, and exhibit 
the mercy and goodneſs of him who is the 
author of. it, in a light altogether raviſhing 
and divine lf we add to this, the hopes he 
gives us leave to entertain, of arriving, in 
due time, to the poſſeſſion of this exalted 
and never-ending felicity, by which hopes our 
- preſent preſſures are made to fit eaſy, our 
burdens ede lighter, and We are encou- 
„ FL raged 
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reaged to Rs our way through a thouſand 
difficulties. and dangers, which would be 

otherwiſe inſurmountable: We have, upon 
all theſe accounts, the greateſt reaſon in the 
world, to- take up the praiſes of the apoſtle, 
and to ſay, —Bleſſed be the God and Father 
of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, who hath bleſſed. 
us with all ſpiritual 3 in N _ 
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| b BE THE Gop AND FATHER or 
_ our Lok Jesus CHRIST, WHO HATH 
BLESSED US WITH ALL SPIRITUAL 
' BLESSINGS IN HEAVENLY PLACES IN 
Cuxisr. 


N diſcourling upon theſe anda, I pro- 
poſed, in the firſt place, To put you in re- 
membrance of fome of thoſe diſtinguiſhing 
bleſſings, for which we ſtand indebted to the | 
mercy and goodneſs of Almighty Cod. 
Secondly, To ſhew, that all the ſpiritual 
| bleflings we either enjoy or hope for, are de- 
rived. to us through our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt: 
Thirdly, That for theſe the warmeſt re- 
turns of gratitude are due from us. | 
Fourthly, In what manner our gratitude 
ale be expreſſed. Gs 15 
5 Laſtly, 
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Laſtly, To make ſome | improvement of the 1 
whole. 5 5 
I have already taken noticce of ſome of the 
moſt remarkable bleſſings beſtowed upon us 
by the great Parent of the univerſe, and for 
which we lie under the higheſt obligations to 
him: I ſhall therefore now proceed to the ſe- 
cond thing, propoſed in the method, Which 
was to ſhew, That all the ſpiritual bleſſings 
| we either enjoy or hope for, are derived to us 
through the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. —This will not 
be xefuſed by thoſe. who know any thing of 
the divine ceconomy in the redemption, of 
mankind, as it is revealed to us in the ſacred 
5 ſcriptures of truth. We are there told, that 
God is a conſuming fire to all the workers of 


iniquity who are out of Chriſt; ; that he is the 
only Mediator between God and men; that . 


he is the way, the truth, and the life; and 
that no man can come to the Father, but 
through him. — We are taught to believe, 
from the prophecies concerning him, that in 
him all the nations of the earth ſhall be bleſſ- 


ed; and the whole tenor of the goſpel is a 
proof, that through him was proclaimed the 


great bleſſings from heaven, of peace on earth, 
and good- will to the ſons of men. 
But more particularly, It is by him we 
come at the knowlege of the true God, and 
of our duty to him: No man, ſays the * | 
. Fn ath 


\ 


bath Ken Gol at any time; the only . 
of the Father hath. declared him; he is al- 
ways repreſented as the great prophet, - H 
teacher of righteouſneſs, and the miniſter of 

Cod to us, to make known the whole mind 
and counſel of heaven, and point out to us 
every thing that is neceffary, in order to our 
eternal happineſs and well-being. — There are 

. three different methods, by which Almighty 
- God has, at different times, thought fit to 
communicate the knowlege of his will to men; 
by immediate inſpiration ; by viſions, or 
dreams, or audible voices from above; or, by 
rating up a perſon on pur poſe. to be his meſ- 
enger to the world. By the firſt two, there 
would ſcem to be laid 1 conſtraint upon the 
hirman mind, too much inconſiſtent with that 
degree of freedom, which is neceſſary to ren- 
der man a moral agent, and accountable for 
his ſeveral principles, actions and deſigns.— 
u this laſt way, therefore, has he been pleaſed 
for the moſt part to reveal himſelf to the eld, 
and make known to men the ſeveral branches 

of their duty. In thefe laſt times, the meſ- 
enger he has made uſe of for this purpoſe, is, 

tis only begotten Son: Nor, indeed, is it con- 
cxivable, that a more proper choice could 
yoffibly have been made; for, having been 


Ws bronght up with him from eternity, admitted 


TR” bis moſt Ieerer e and thereby tho- 
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| roughly acquainted. with the whole frame and 
<onltitution of his Father's government, be 
was the fitteſt to be employed i in that import- 
ant buſineſs of teaching men the way to glo- 
ry, and directing them to the proper _meaqs, 
by which they might be moſt «ficEtually pre- 
pared for the exerciſes and enjoyments of the 
faints above.—lt is through Chrilt therefore, 
that this divine wiſdom. is communicated from 
God to ns, and by him, through the power- 


ful operation of the Holy Spirit, are the Foe 


of God made wiſe unto eternal Re = i 
By him alſo is that grace convey ed to us, 
which encourages the heart, animates the 
ſoul, and enables us to perform that which is 
' the good and perfect and acceptable will of 
| heaven, —The fulneſs of the Godhead dwell- 
eth in him bodily, and out of this fulneis, 
his ſaints both have and ſhall receive even 
grace for grace. Leſt we ſhould be diſeou- 
raged, by that immenſe diſtance that is be- 
twixt the Divine Majeſty and us, the Father 
hath appointed a middle perſon, even Jeſus 
Chriſt the righteous, who is accordingly made 
of God to us, wiſdom, righteouſnels, ſancti- 
fication, and redemption: To him therefore 
we may have ealy acceſs upon all occaſions : — 
For though, with regard to his bodily pre- 
ſence, he is removed from us at the diſtance 

of the two worlds, he Call PALS ot our 
 Baturcy 
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nature, has a fellow-feeling of our wants and 
"weakneſſes, and rejoices 10 have it in his 
power to give gifts to men; hence all the 
ends of the carth are called upon, to look to 
- Him, that they may be ſaved; and it is he 
that worketh in us both to will and to do, 
according to his good pleaſure :—So that the 
grace, by which we are ſanctified, encouraged 
and ſtrengthened for duty, is derived. to us : 
through Chriſt: He is the channel by which 
it is conveyed ; and, by repeated communica- 
tions from him, are we made ſtrong in the 
Lord, and thoroughly furniſhed for every good 
Work. It is no leſs evident, that the appro- 


bation which our perſons and religious per- 


formances have the happineſs to meet with 
from God, is intirely owing to the merits and 
- righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, and can, with 
no propriety whatſoever, be placed to any 
other account.—For, if a nature deeply in- 
"feed with corruption, a heart defiled with a 
various and complicated guilt, and actions 
_ proceeding from theſe impure and polluted 


\, fountains, are the proper objects of divine 


acceptance, then may we have ſome ground 


to expett, that our own works will juſtify us. 


hut if there can be no fellowſhip between 


righteouſneſs and unrighteouſneſs ; if the e- 


ing whom we pretend. to ſerve is of purer 
eyes than to behold iniquity, but with * 


; and . it he is 105 41 3 2 ©, 
and moft competent judge, both-of perſens 
and things; and if he can approve of nothing 


* 


important matter, and theſe will tell us, that 


world to himſelf, not imputing their jw nog 4 


the laws of his heavenly Father, and that our 
perſons and bar are Acre W in 


vices is overlooked, for the ſake of that per- 


ceive from above ate conveyed to us by Jeſus 
Chriſt, fo through him we derive that great 


accordingly he is faid to be the author of fas. 
chaſed redemption by his blood ; to be pre- 


paring manſions for us in heaven; and we are 


| e to expect, that he vill return once 


but what is right, and good, and perfect, like 


 timſclf; even reaſon muſt in that caſe con- 


vince us, that we muſt needs look ſomewhere 
elſe for the foundation of our acceptance; 


but where we are to look for this purpoſe, 


reaſon teacheth not. It is to the ſacred „ '- 2 
tures we muſt apply for ſatisfaction in this 


though our own righteouſnefſes are as filthy 
rags, yet God is in Chriſt reconciling the 


unto them: That the imperfeciion af our ſer- 
fect and ſpotleſs obedience which he paid to- 


the Beloved. 
And as all the Neis bleſſings we re 


and everlaſting ſalvation, which is the con- 
fummation of all our happineſs and hopes; : 


ration to all them that believe; to have pur- 


more 
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more unto the world, and receive us to him- 
ſelf, that where he is, we may be there alſo. 


 —By which it appears, that all the ſpiritual | 


' bleflings we either enjoy or hope for, are de- 
rived to us through Chriſt, and that therefore 


he has an indiſputable title to our ſincereſt 


. thankfulneſs and praiſes: Which Kal me 
to the. 

Third thing i in the method. dat was to 

| thew, That, for theſe: divine bleſſings, the 


* —Ir is impoſſible this truth ſhould need an 
2 celaborate illuſtration; ; our hearts, our firſt 
reflections, at once declare their aſſent to it. 
Alt may be proper, however, to obſerve, 
that gratitude conſiſts in that affecting ſenſe 
of the favours we receive from the kind inten- 


them ſuitable returns, according to our power 


in the firſt place, that every thing that is con- 
ducive to our happineſs, is not the proper 


ceeds from kind intention, and is really meant 


titude ſhould always be more or leſs, ſtronger 
or weaker, in proportion to the value of the 


thoſe who beſtow them on us. Now, one, to 


and opportunities.— From which it appears, 


. warmeſt returns of gratitude are due from us. 


tions of others, which draws out our love 
and eſteem to them, and diſpoſes us to make 


| abjea of gratirude, but that only,which pro- 


for our advantage.—Secondly, That our gra- 


benefits we receive, and the kind intentions of 


N 


* * be : 
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2s ſenſible that this/ principle is natural to 


the human heart, needs only attend to theſe 


5 movements which he feels within, upon ha- 


ving a generous or friendly office done to him 
by any of his n we ſuf- 


fer ourſelves to be obliged. in this manner, 


without being feaſible 0 the obligation, and 


- does not this ſenſe immediately beget i ine 


real good-liking to the author of it, and a 
commanding inclination to do him all the 


obliging returns which the nature of the fa- 


vour deſerves? Do we not greatly approve of 
ſuch feelings, when we perceive them in bur 
own breaſts, or obſerve them expreſſing them- 


ſelves in others? And does not the want of 


them create our utmoſt indignation and ab- 


horrence ? 


Now, if a principle of gratitude i is ; natural : 


| to the mind of man, and wrought in with the 


molt eſſential part of our conſtitution, it muſt 
be implanted i in us by the finger of God him- 


elf, who is the firſt and higheſt reaſon,—. 


Every. exerciſe of it therefore, on our part, 
muſt needs be highly reaſonable ; but what+ 


eyer is reaſonable for us to do, ought to be 
conſidered by us under the notion of our du, 
ty: So that every act of ingratitude is an act 


— 
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againſt reaſon, againſt the great law of our 


creation, and conſequently, to a reaſonable _ 


creature, muſt be equally e and perni- 
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cious.— But, if we are bound to make grate» | | 
ful returns for the little favours we receive 
from our fellow-men, muſt not the higheſt 
ecxerciſes of the moſt enlarged gratitude be due 
to him, who hath bleſſed us with all ſpi piritual 
_ bleſfiogs in heavenly places in Chriſt ?— ?—His 
| Intention to do good to us cannot be called in 
_ queſtion, and what the extent and effects of 
is benevolence are, can be much better felt 
whan expreſſed. We may, indeed, ſometimes . | 
have it in our power to do fore trifling ſer- | 
' vices to men, and have therefore reaſon to ex- 
pea the return of good offices from them; 
bot, ſurely, our goodneſs cannot extend unto 
_ God, nor can we in any ſhape be profitable 
to him; nay, if we ever had any merit, it is 
üntirely cancelled, by our repeated acts of i in- 
| ratitude and diſobedience ; » ſo'that all the 
WM bleſſings we receive from him, which are 
6 real, important, and numberleſs as the ſtars 
og heaven, are the genuine fruits of the moſt 
generous benevolence; and if theſe are not 
fufficient to call up our warmeſt gratitude and 
acknowliedgments, neither heaven nor earth 
can afford» pi a proper ſubject or occaſion for Ge by 
1 exerciſe of them. 5 5 
But this duty e the Z 
| | nature of man himſelf, and the obligations to 
7. K.coyfirmied: by the dictates of the pureſt and 


"us bur it is es a7 2 
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* enjoined by the authority and poſitive com- 


mand of him who is the head of the great 
creation, and whom all the creatures are 
bound to obey.— Thus Pſalm 1. 14. we are 
required to offer unto God thankſgiving, and, 
in the 23d verſe of the ſame Pſalm, we are 
told, That he who offereth praiſe, glorifieth 
God. Likewiſe, in the 136th Pſalm, the 
inſpired Pſalmiſt calls aloud upon all men to 
praiſe the Lord for his goodneſs, and for his 
mercy which endureth for ever.— Nay, ſo 
very neceſſary is the duty, that the injunction _ 
is no leſs than five times repeated, Pſalm xlvii. 
6, 7. Sing praiſes to God, ſing praiſes : Sing 
praiſes unto our King, ſing praiſes : For G 
is the King of all the earth, ſing ye praiſes 
Vith underſtanding.—Alfo the apoſtle Paul; 
in his Epiſtle to the Epheſians, chap. v. ver. 
3, 4. But, ſays he, fornication and all un- 
_ Cleanneſs, or covetouſneſs, let it not be once _ 
heard among you, as becometh ſaints; nei- 
ther filthineſs, nor fooliſh talking, nor jeſting, 
which are not convenient, but rather giving 
of thanks, Nor have the people of God no- 


glected, in all ages, to exemplify this diving 


precept, by pouring forth the praiſes of his 
goodneſs, and proclaiming the honours of his 
name.—In what rapturous language does the 


_ of his heart, * the won - 
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derous loving · kindnefs of the Lord, ad re- 
flecting on all his benefits ;—T will praiſe thee, 
O Lord, among the people, I will ſing praiſes 
to thee among the nations; for thy mercy is 
great above the heavens, and thy truth reach- 
eth unto the clouds: I will extol thee, my 
God, O King! and I will bleſs thy name for 
ever and ever. Every day will I bleſs thee; 
while I live will I praiſe the Lord : I will ſing 
Praiſes unto my God, while I have any being. 
80 that, whether we conſider the nature of 
this religious duty, the authority by which it 
is enjoined, or the example of thoſe who, in 
the practice of it, have approved themſelves | 
to the good-liking of their heavenly Father, 
we muſt needs be ſenſible, that the exerciſe 
of the molt lively gratitude, is an office in - 
. diſpenſibly binding upon us, who lie under 
_ ſuch inconceivably great obligations to God, 
and to his Son, the- Lord Jeſus Chrift..—Let 
us therefore, by a ſerious contemplation of the 
many valuable divine bleſſings we have re- 
ceived from above, by reflecting on what very 
little ground we had to expect them, and the 
miſerable ſituation we ſhould have been in, 
had the channel been ſtopt up by which they 
are conveyed to us: Let us, I ſay, by theſe 
conſiderations, endeavour to inflame our 
hearts with the moſt ardent gratitude, and 
abe care w rel out thankfulneſs in a Ha 
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that may be both agreeable to God and uſeful 
and profitable to ourſelves: Which leads me, 


In the laſt place, To conſider the manner | 
in which our gratitude ought to be expreſſed. 


Every one, who has felt this divine paſſion | 

in his own breaſt, muſt be ſenſible that the 
| firſt genuine act of it is love: Whatever falls 
in and correſponds with that natural liking we 

bear to ourſelves, muſt needs be agreeable to 


us, but to have an agreeable object ſet before 


us, and not to love it, is next to a contradic- 
tion in terms, and is indeed impoſlible, from 


the very frame and conſtitution of. the human 


mind. We cannot help loving thoſe who do 


us kindneſſes, and the greater theſe are, ſo 


much the higher do our regards naturally riſe 


to ſuch as are the authors of them. — Can we, 
therefore, be inſenſible to theſe ſpiritual and 


| heavenly bleſſings, which we are daily receiv- 
"ing from above ?—Shall the little good offices 
we meet with from others engage our affetion, 
and command our love, and ſhall we not be 


infinitely more affected with that goodneſs 


that js tranſporting and divine, that goodneſs 
| which ſupplies all our wants, and is.the.ſove- 


reign ſource of all our happineſs and enjoy- 


ment? In what a variety of rich and boun- 
tiful ſtreams does the divine goodneſs floß 
down to us? The benefits of his providence 
are great beyond expreſſion; but how much 


$4 +#'ERLMON MM 
are theſe exceeded by: the bleſſings of his 
race, which the mind no fooner begins with 
iouſneſs to recollect, but it immediately 
loſes itſelf in wonder, aſtoniſhment and love 1 
— Not to be affected in this manner, is an ar- 
gument of the moſt criminal heedleſſneſs and 
attention; for ſure, did we properly attend 
to the innumerable inſtances of the goodneſs 
and love of God to us, our love would as 
naturally riſe up to him, as the fruits of the 
earth are raiſed up by the enlivening rays of 
| the ſun, or refreſhing ſhowers of rain; our 
love therefore is what he demands, and ex- 
s of us, in return for all his benefits.—It 
is the language of God, by the mouth of So- 
lomon, My ſon, give me thy heart. For this, 
he preſerves us every day, and watches over 
us every night; for this, he fills our hearts 
with food and gladneſs, and bleſſes us with all 
_ ſpiritual bleſſings in heavenly places in Chriſt, 
Let us therefore expreſs our gratitude to 
Rim, by acts of a ſuperlative affection, by 
loving him with all our hearts, with all our 
- fouls, and with all our ftrength, for this is an 
offering that will be well- pleaſing and highly 


Acceptable to him. 


In the ſecond place, Our gratitude ſhould 
mew itſelf in acts of praiſe and thankſgiving 
to the author of all our mercies, in celebrating 
up niche of his grace, and proclaiming the 

: buonours 


i 
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this divine principle has taken kindly root will 
not be able to confine its operations; it will 
naturally break out, and force its way into the 


language and converſation.—Thus the royal | 


Plſalmiſt, animated with a lively ſenſe. of di- 
vine goodneſs, Come here, ſays he, all ye 


that love the Lord, and I will tell what he 
hath done for my ſoul. Did we throw a veil 

over the obliging offices of our friends, we 

ſhould readily charge ourſelves, and would 
certainly be charged by others, with an act of 
high ingratitude ; we. uſually therefore chuſe 


to be communicative upon ſuch occaſions, to 
our mouths in praiſes of our benefactor, 


and would wiſh to place his character before 


the eyes of others in the ſame amiable point 


of light in which it appears to us. —Grati- 
_ tude is ſtill the ſame, though the objects of 
it may be different, and the genuine opera- 
tions of it are uniform, whether they be di- 
rected to the creature or the Creator. We 


cannot therefore, in a more ſuitable manner, 


_ expreſs our gratitude to God, than by telling 


what he hath done for us, by extolling his 
goodneſs, and ſpeaking out the praiſes of his | 


grace; thus may we be the inſtruments of 


.kindling the ſame divine flame in the breaſts 


| of others, which we happily feel in our own, 
ad e them with a high opinion of 
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the goodneſs and benevolence of God, may 
contribute to lead them to ſuch acts of love, 
of truſt, and of dependence upon him, as 
may lay their minds open to receive theſe ſpi- 
ritual bleſſings from above, by which they 
ſhall become new creatures, be enabled to live 
to the glory of Chriſt here, and be prepared 
for a life of eternal 9 and Felicity 


xereafter. 

I ſhall only obſerve farther, in the laſt place, 
That our gratitude to God is far from being 
genuine and ſincere, if it does not lead us to 
pay a chearful and unlimited obedience to all 
the known ſignifications of his will. When 
we have been eminently obliged by any of 
our neighbours, we think ourſelves bound to 
ſerve them to the utmoſt of our power, and 

to do what they require of us, even when we 
can propoſe no particular advantage from it 
to ourſelves. —How much more is it our duty 
to obey the commandments of him, who has 
laid ns under obligations infinitely! beyond 
the reach of men or angels to confer, and 
Whoſe laws, at the ſame time, are fo far from 
having no connection with our intereſt, that 
every good man has found, from his own ex- 
perience, that in keeping of them there is 
a great reward. — The dread of power may. 
command a ſervile and laviſh obedience; it is 
the love of goodneſs only that can draw forth 


an 
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un obedience that is eaſy, chearful and uncon · 
ſtrained We have reaſon to imagine, that alt 


the providential diſpenſations of God are 


meant for our good : This naturally, forms a ; 


preſumption, that his laws proceed from the 

ſame principle, and are intended for the ſame 

Purpoſe. — Have we therefore the leaſt ſpark 
of gratitude remaining in us, and can we re- 
fuſe our moſt ſubmiſſive regards to the precepts 
of our generous Legiſlator Shall not the 
love, the amazing love of God, be able to 
conſtrain us?— Obedience is the natural ef- 
fect of gratitude, and, where it proceeds from 
this principle, it is ſmootk and eaſy in it- 
ſelf, acceptable to our Maker, and infinitely 
agreeable to ourſelves.— Let us then expreſs 
our thankfulneſs to God, in tranſports of the 
. warmeſt. love, in raptures of the highefh 


Praiſes, and in acts of the moſt cordial obe- 15 


dience.— Let us love him with all our hearts, 
ſerve him with all our ſtrength, and con- 
tinue faithful in his ſervice, even to the end 
of life; thus ſhall we be for the honour of 
| God in this world, and afterwards be oy 
Admitted to the participation of eternal joy. 
Upon the whole, Since a ſerious commemo- 
ration of thoſe exalted bleſſings which come 
doun to us from above has a natural tendency 
to inſpire the ſoul with ſentiments - of the 
aigheſt 1 mu 097 MENS; and as a2 
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Principle of this kind is the fruitful ſource f 
Jove, of praiſe, and of obedience, even of all | 
theſe diſpoſitions and actions which render a. 
man eaſy in himſelf, agreeable to all around 
Him, and the proper object of the favour and 

regard of God. we ſhould take every oppor- 
tunity of calling to mind the loving-kindneſs | 
ef the Lord, and of refleQing on all his be- 
nefits,, and ſhould particularly turn our 
thoughts with frequency and deep attention 
to that moſt amazing diſplay of divine love, 
- exhibited to the world in the ſufferings and 
. Heath of our glorious Redeemer. —Here that 
__ micſy- fountain is laid open, from whence the 
_. various ſtreams of bliſs and happineſs flow 
down to us; here every circumſtance that can 
eee e endearing proſpect na- 
ni _ _ Avrally preſents itſelf, and concurs to inflame 
ZI de foul with love and gratitude, from a ſenfe 
f obligations altogether heavenly and divine. 
Let vs therefore, every now and then, ap- 
J eufeives with a ſerious attentiveneſs to the 
- "ontemplatica of thoſe ſpiritual bleſſings, 
Which are communicated to us through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Saviour; and let us give theſe ten- 
der feelings, which will naturally riſe in our 
-breafts, from ſuch refleftions, their full 
weight and influence on the whole of our tem- 
pers and diſpoſitions : Thus ſhall we find our- 
Aelxes pleaſed, encouraged and reſolved, — | 
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ed to devote our lives, and all our powers of 
action, to the honour and obedience of our 

moſt gracious Benefactor; and be heartily diſ- 
poſed to break out, in the grateful language | 
of the apoſtle, and to join with him in that | _ 
_ worthy tribute of thankſgiving, Bleſſed be 
the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

who hath bleſſed us with all ſpiritual bleſſings. 

in heavenly places in Chriſt,  _ 
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PSA LM cxvi. ver. 13. 


4 WILL TAKE THE CUP OF SALVATION, 


AND CALL. UPON THE NAME OF THE 
ee . ; : 


ROM hv tenor of this vn; it muſt 
appear to have been compoſed by the 
Blmiſt while his mind was till glowing r 
the warm impreſſions of a remarkable deliver- 
ance he had been lately bleſt with, from ſome 
dangerous and formidable diſtreſs : This fa- 


_. your he gratefully aſcribes to the mercy and 
- goodneſs of God, and conſiders it as the ge- 
- merous return of the prayers he had put up.to 


bim: I love the Lord, ſays he, becauſe he hath 
heard my voice, and my ſupplications ; becauſe 
| ke hath inclined his ear to me, therefore will 
I call upon him as long as I live. The ſor- 


rows of death compaſſed me, and the pains 


. welb ga: — of me: J found trouble and 
| orrow. 


Rr * 
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SERMON V. = 
| forrow. Then called I upon the name of the 
Lord; O Lord, I beſeech thee, deliver my 

\ ſoul, No e had he committed his cauſe 
to heaven, and begged protection from above, 
but he was made ſenſible, that his God was 
merciful and gracious, righteous and full of 
compaſſion : Gracious is the Lord, ſays he, 
and righteous, yea our God is merciful ; for 
he hath delivered my ſoul from death, mine 
eyes from tears, and my. feet from falling. — 7 
So much wiſhed-for a happineſs as this, muſt 
naturally lead him to caſt about in his own 
thoughts for the moſt expreſſive methods of 
acknowledging the obligation :—What ſhall I 
render to the Lord for all his benefits towards 
me?—AIll his benefits; as if all the variety of 
his former loving - kindneſſes had by this ben 
collected into one point, and preſented to his = 
mind in one great and affecting view: Iwill 1 

take the cup of ſalvation, 1985 he, and call 
vpon the name of the Lord. | 
It was uſual with the Jews.to bobs | 
the mercies of God, by offering to him ſacri- 
fices of thankſgiving, on which occaſion a 
feaſt was made of what remained of the ſacri- 
 fice, and the offerer, together with the prieſts, 
eat and drank before the Lord ; and, amongft 
other rites, the maſter of the feaſt took a cup 
of wine, and ſolemnly bleſſed God for it, and 
for the Mercy that u was then nen, f 
5 and 
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and gave it to all the gueſts, who drank of it: 
To which cuſtom, it is highly probable, our 
bleſſed Saviour alludes, in the inſtitution of 
the cup in the ſacrament of his ſupper, which 
is called the cup of bleſſing, 1 Corinthians x. 
16. and which is in effect the ſame with this 
cup of ſalvation: T will take the cup of ſal - 


vation, ſays the Pſalmiſt, or, as he expreſſes 


it in the 15th verſe, I will offer to thee the 
ſacrifice of thankſgiving, and will call upon 
We'name ot the Lord. DE 


Which words contain the pious reſolution of 
His ſoul, to commemorate the peculiar bleſ- 


ſings of the divine providence, in the way 
Which God himſelf had appointed, and con- 


ſequently in a way which he had reaſon to 


believe would be moſt agreeable to him. 


And ſhall a Jew, 'who had nothing but the 


dark light of an obſcure revelation to direct 
him, lead the way to us, who live under a 
more generous diſpenſation, and point out the 


propereſt method of expreſſing our gratitude 


to heaven, for the richeſt bleſſings of his 


grace, and all that profuſion of love exhi- 
dited to the world by the poſpel of Jeſus 
Chriſt ?—Shall we not, at leaſt, in imitation __ 

of the royal Pſalmiſt, take this modern, and 


at the ſame time more ſignificant, cup of ſal- 


vation, and pay from henceforth the higheſt 
homage and veneration to the name of Jeſus ?. 


16 
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—We are called upon by this neh of Ber 
Lord's ſupper we have in view, to comme 
morate the moſt amazing obligations that were 
erer laid, or could be laid, upon the human 
race; obli igations which, had they been con- 
ferred on the apoſtate angels, would have at 
once filled their minds with rapturous aſto- 
niſhment and love; even bleſſings which draw 
forth the loudeſt acclamations of Cherubim 
and Seraphim, in the everlaſting praiſes of 
Him who is the author of them.—And ſhall 
ve not join the heavenly hoſt, in offering the 
ſacrifice of grateful hearts, and - proclaiming 
the praiſes of that wonderful and aſtoniſhing. 
grace, which is the foundation of. all our 
hopes, and of all our happineſs? 

Let us fix our thoughts a little, ei 


I ly reflect on the melancholy ſituation We 


ſhould have been in, had not the divine mer- 
cy kindly overtaken us, and given a check to 
the quick progreſs we were making in the 
ways. of fin and death. — The ſtate of the 
world before and at the time of our Saviour's 
zppearing abundantly ſhews the fatal effects of 
ignorance and vice upon the human ſoul.— 
Darkneſs, as that of midnight, had invaded 

the underſtanding, an obſtinate corruption 
had ſeized the heart, a blind ſuperſtition had 
taken place of religion, and the eternal rules 
- * * way to * caprice 15 


will 
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will and irregular affections. Let us attend to 
the mournful repreſentations which the great 
reformers of mankind give of the ſtate of T 
human nature at that time: Even as far back 


as the days of the pſalmiſt David, we find 5 


him complaining, in the 14th pſalm, That 
when God looked down from heaven upon 
the children of men, to obſerve if any had 
underſtanding, or if there was any virtue 


among them, he found, that they were all 


gone aſide, they were altogether become fil- 
thy, and that there was none that did good, 


no not one. — The apoſtle. Paul alſo, in his 
Ficſt chapter of the Epiſtle to the Romans, in- 


forms us, That, as men did not like to retain 


God in their knowlege, God gave them up to 
a reprobate mind, to do things that were not 
convenient, being without underſtanding, co- 


_*venant-breakers, without natural affection, 


implacable, unmerciful.— Nay, ſo great was 


the degeneracy, ſo inveterate the diſeaſe of 


fin, that nothing leſs than an almighty power 
Was neceſſary to correct and cure it. If this 


was the condition of mankind then, what 


mult have been the caſe now? Had this infec- 
_ tious diſeaſe been ſuffered to go on, inſtead of 
being without God and without hope in the 
world, we ſhould have been, long before this 
_ time, without both, in that place of torment 


which is prepared for che Devil and his angels. 


And 
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8 E R M O0 N v. - 6f 
And is there no gratitude due to him, who 
has delivered us from ſuch a dreadful con- 
demnation ?—Shall the trifling favours we re- 
ceive from men engage our thankfulneſs, and 
command acknowledgment : And can we be 
inſenſible to this great, this amazing ſalvation, 6 
without which life itſelf, with all its enjoy- 
ments, muſt have been a curſe, inſtead of a. 2D 
bleſſing. to us. 5 
in, IE Ne advert to the character and _ 
vine perſon, who has acted 
by us in ſuch af endearing manner, we muſt 
needs be more and more convinced of the in- 
diſpenſible obligations we are under, of ex- 
preſſing our thankfulneſs to him, by taking 
this cup of ſalvation, and calling upon his 
holy name.—How muſt it inflame our grati- 
tude to think, that the perſon to whom-we 
ſtand obliged, is no leſs than the eternal Son 
of God ;—the firſt, the only begotten of the 
Father; — the King of nations, even the Prince 
of the kings of the earth; — One who was 
happy in the enjoyment of that glory he had 
with the Father before the world began, and 
would have continued ſo, though we had been 
ſuffered to periſn in everlaſting ruin. —If we 
Inquire into the motives which animated him 
in this noble undertaking, we, ſhall find a 
principle of the moſt generous benevolence 
and diſintereſted love was the only ſource of 
Vor. . A 
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— ERR MON TY. 1 
all the favours he has done to men. We 
had nothing, we could do nothing, by which 
wie could lay claim to his regards. His hap- 
ppineſs was altogether diſtinẽt from, and inde- 
pendent of, ours, nor could our beſt ſervices, 
or higheſt enjoyments, be in any reſpect uſe- 
ful or profitable to our Redeemer. —He was 
__ exalted above the reach of our loudeſt praiſes 
and acclamations, Nay, our very thoughts 
could not come near to comprehend his infi- 
nite excellence and glory: What a wonderful 
condeſcenſion was it then in him, to take the 
leaſt notice of us, or give himſelf any con- 
cern about us? How muſt it awaken the ut - 
moſt fenſibility in our breaſts, to think that 
we owe our happineſs to ſuch a generous, 
ſuch a divine benefactor? Eſpeciall ,, 
If we conſider, in the laſt place, What a 
world of pains he was at, what an immenſe 
degree of labour and trouble he was put to, 
to deliver us from the powers of ſin and hell, 


and make us heirs of eternal ſalvation.— He 


might have thundered our duty into our 
ears from above, and taught us, not with the 
language, but with the voice of God; but as 
this would have rather aſtoniſhed than in- 
ſtructed us, he choſe to lay aſide his majeſty 
and glory, to deſcend from the fulneſs of hap- 
pinefs, and take upon him. our humble na- 
ture, that, as one of ourſelves, he might, in 
| ) Ss » friendly 


* 


N friendly and familiar way, convey ſuch ſen- 
timents into our minds as were neceſſary to 
make us both wiſer and better, and put us 
upon the moſt effectual methods of rectifying 
the ſinful diſorders of our natures, and avoid- 


ing the wrath to come. He not only ſet him- 


* application, to cor- 


ſelf, with an unwear 
e prejudices, the miſ- . 


rect the ignorance, t 


: takes of men, but gave the world a perfect 


example of every divine and ſocial virtue, of 
every thing that could ſerve to finiſh and 
adorn a character, to render a man uſeful 
here and happy hereafter.— In doing whereof 
he put himſelf in all the poſſible ſituations of 
_— and diſtreſs, that he might exemplify 
to bis followers. the great and neceſſary vir- 
tues of patience, reſignation, humility, even 
all the graces that are ſuitable to a ſtate of de- 
pendence, diſcipline and probation. —Nor was 
this all; he was not only obliged, in the exe-+ 
cution of his mediatorial office, to prepare 
his people for heaven, but to unbar the gates 

of paradiſe, and open up a way by which 
8 they might aſcend to glory: And how was his 
ſoul troubled, till this great work was ac- 
compliſned? What dreadful agonies did he 
feel? What exquiſite wretchedneſs of ſpirit 
did he endure, when his ſweat was as it were 
great drops of blood, and when, with the 
moſt importunate 2 he begged, that, if 


. 7 5 
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it were poſſible, that cup might paſs from 
him? —Not to mention the cruciating tor- 
ments he ſuffered in his body; how deep 
muſt the arrows of divine wrath have pierced 
his very heart, when he called out from the 
croſs, in theſe ever memorable words, My 
God, my God, why haſt thou forſaken me? 
In his life he was deſpiſed and rejected of 
men, in his death he was left and forſaken by 
God. He trode the wine- preſs alone, and of 
the people there were none with him. — His 
diſciples abandoned him and fled; not an an- 
gel in heaven to adminiſter comfort to him; 
God, even his Father, ſtood at an awful dif- 
tance, and delivered him over to the powers 
of darknefs.-—In a word, ſuch was the con- 
tradiction of ſinners againſt him; ſo ſhock- 
ing, ſo barbarous, ſo inhumane, was the 
treatment he met with in life; ſo crouded 
were the circumſtances of the moſt exquiſite 
diſtreſs in the article of his death, that with 
infinite propriety it may be ſaid of him, 
There was never any ſorrow like unto his ſor- 
row. Now, if he underwent all this upon 
our account, if his regard for us diſpoſed 
him to do and ſuffer ſo very much for us, 
how muſt every thinking mind be warmed, be 
elevated, be tranſported, with the contem- 
. Plation of it? This is goodneſs that is truly 
god-like; this is love that is really divine: 
NE wm + Co ang ar We Sure, 
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Sure, if gratitude Ever had an object to ex- 
erciſe and enlarge itielf upon, it is here; if 
ever returns of. thenkfulnels were due to a be- | 
nefactor, they are due, in the higheſt man- 
ner, to Him who has thus loved us, and 
given himſelf up to the death for us —— Let 
us therefore, in obedience to his dying ap- 
| pointment and command, Do this in remem- 
brance of him. Let us expreſs our warmeſt 
acknowledgments, by taking this cup of ſal- 
vation, and bleſſing his holy name. | 
At the ſame time it is to be obſerved, That 
this cup of ſalvation is not only a cup of 
thankſgiving, but a ſymbol and ſeal of that 
covenant, in which we bind ourſelves to the 
obedience of Chriſt, and ſerves to ratify and 
confirm the religions engagements we come 
under to be the Lord's. Hence the Pſalmiſt 
ſays, I will take the cup of ſalvation, and F 
will call upon the name of the Lord : And, 
indeed, the doing of the one lays us under an 


I 


indiſpenſible obligation to do the other alſo, _ 


_- —It is highly proper then that we here 
make a pauſe, and, before we adventure to 
take this cup of ſalvation, ſhould ſeriouſly 
conſider, what obligations it may infer upon 
us, and what the particular duties are which 


woe are thereby bound to perform. — Now this 


will be beſt underſtood, by inquiring! into 
14 e what 


5 
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what is implied, in calling upon the name of 
the Lord. . 
This phraſe is ſometimes uſed in Scripture to 
ſignify our calling upon God the Father, in 
the name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as we find 
it in Geneſis xii. 8, where the Hebrew words, 
were they rightly tranllated, would bear, that 
Abraham invoked God, in name of the Lord 
ho had appeared to him, even of that di- 
ine perſon whom Jacob prayed to and re- 
ſolved to worſhip, when he vowed that the 
Lord ſhould be his God. — But, whatever was 
the Pſalmiſt's intention, when he reſolved to 
call upon the name of the Lord, it is the un- 
queſtionable duty of every one who takes this 
chriſtian cup of ſalvation, to call upon God 


the Father, in the name x the Lord Jeſas.- = 


He, according to the goſpel diſpenſation, is the 
only Mediator between God and man, and no 
man can come unto the Father but through 
 him.—God has declared himſelf to be a con- 
ſuming fire to all the workers of iniquity who 
are out of Chriſt, and we have no other ad- 
vocate with the Father but Jeſus Chriſt the 


righteous.— So that all the acts of religious 
homage and adoration we pay to the ſupreme 


| God muſt be offered up to him through hi 


Son, in whom and through whom alone it 
is, we can expect our perſons and perform 
All the 


prayers 


© ances will be e & him.— 


1 


As ep addreſſes we 3 to the thröne 
of grace muſt aſcend and be preſented in 
the name of Chriſt, according to our Saviour's 
own direction to his diſciples a little before 
he left them: Hitherto, ſays he, ye have aſk- 
ed nothing in my name : Aſk, and ye ſhall re- 
ceive; ſeek, and ye ſhall find. —By taking this 
cup of ſalvation therefore, we bring ourſelves 
under an obligation to employ Jeſus Chriſt as 
our advocate and interceſſor with the Father, 
to depend upon his merits and mediation for 
our acceſs:to God, and acceptance with him; 


- and through him, and him only, to expe& 


every thing from God which we either want 
or wiſh for. 


Again, To call upon the dd the Lord 
implies in it, that we pay a divine worſhip, 
and the higheſt poſſible adoration, to the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. * calling upon God in 


Scripture is frequently meant the acknowledg- 


ing and worſhipping him as God ;. ſuch a reſi- 
 .gious worſhip as this, we are taught by Chrif- © 
tianity, is due to the Redeemer of mankind. 


Ehe Father hath given him a name above 


every name; That at the name of Jeſus every 
| Knee ſhould bow, and every tongue confeſs. 


_ —He hath all authority committed to him, 


both in heaven and earth, for this very reaſon, 


that men might honour the Son, even as they _ 


| Honour the Father. —And indeed he is poſ- | 
ſeſſed 


1 
5 | + 
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ſeſſed of every excellence, of every de | 


quality, that is neceſſary to render him the 
proper object of our higheſt homage and ado- 


ration. — He has infinite wiſdom to know our 


wants, infinite goodneſs to ſupply them, infi- 
nite power to redreſs our grievances, and in- 
finite grace and ſkill to conduct us through 
the various labyrinths of life, and bring us to 
a ſtate of everlaſting happineſs. —In fine, he 
has all that eminence, dignity and perfection 


of nature, that can juſtify the Father in that 7 


remarkable order he gave when he brought 
| his Firſt Begotten into the world; he ſaid, Let 
all the angels of God worſhip bim —Agpree- 
ably to this, we are told, that the wiſe men 
who came from the Faſt, guided by the un- 
common light of a miraculous ſtar, no ſooner . 
arrived at the place where our Saviour was 
born, but they immediately fell down, and 
worſhiped him. 


the two principal acts of divine worſhip con- 


fiſt in prayer and praiſes, both which we find 
in a moſt ſolemn manner offered to Jeſus 
Chriſt : An inſtance of the firſt we have in 
the cafe of Stephen, one of the ſeven dea- 
cons choſen by the primitive church, who, 
With his lateſt breath, committed his depart- | 
ing ſoul to Chriſt, in theſe remarkable words; 
Lord Jeſus, receive my ſpirit And it is the 
exerciſe of the angels a0 Slorified faints in 
4 | — heaven 


It is acknowledged, that 


{* 
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| heaven to fall down before him who ſits on the 
throne, and to worſhip him who lives for 
ever and ever. And I heard, ſays the apoſtle 
John, in the fifth chapter of the book of Re- 
velation, the voice of many angels round 
about the throne, and the beaſts and the el- 
ders, and the number of them was ten thou- 
ſand times ten thouſand, and thouſands of thou- 
ſands, ſaying, with a loud voice, Worthy is the 
lamb that was ſlain to receive power; and riches, 
and wiſdom, and ſtrength, and honour, and 
glory, and bleſſing: And the four beaſts ſaid, 
Amen; and the four - and-twenty elders fell 
don and worſhiped him that liveth for ever 


and ever.— So that, if we take this cup of fal- 
vation, we ſolemnly and religiouſly engage to 


pay a divine homage to the Lord jeſus Chriſt, 
to worſhip him as our God, to put up our 
prayers to him, and to proclaim on all occa- 
ſions the praiſes of his infinitely holy name. 


I ſhould obſerve, in the laſt place, That 


7 calling upon the name of the Lord implies in 


it, to call him our Lord, and to ſub mir to 
him as ſuch, to bend to his authority, and to 
give up our wills, our affections and actions, 
to his government and direction: But this, 
together with the proper conſiderationz that 
may be neceſſary to excite us to the practice 


of this religious duty, ſhall be the nN of . 
the OY diſcourſe, 
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PSALM cxvi. ver. 13. 


I: WILL TAKE THE CUP OF SALVATION, 


ann. 


$ 


ferent occaſions in the ſacred nnen, Ac- 
cordingly I obſerved, 


name of the Lord is ſometimes uſed to ſigni- 


name of the Lord Jeſus, Chriſt, as we find it 
3a Geneſis xii. 8. where the Hebrew words, 


AND CALL UPON THE NAME OF In EL 


TAV ING, in the fi A taken 
1 notice of ſome of the great obligations 
we lie under to call upon the name of the 
Lord, I come to explain the nature of that 
duty which, I told you, I thought would 
be beſt underſtood, by conſidering the various 
meanings of this phraſe, as it is uſed on dif- 


In the firſt place, That calling) upon the 
fy our calling upon God the Father in the 


were they rightly ä would bear, that 
8 EA Abraham | 
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enge 


Abraham avoked God in the name of ths” 
Lord who had appeared to him, even of that 
divine perſon whom Jacob prayed to, and re- 
ſolved to worſhip, when he vowed that the 
Lord ſhould be his God. But whatever the 
intention of the Pſalmiſt was, when he refolv- 
ed to call upon the name of the Lord, it is 
the unqueſtionable duty of every one Who 
takes this chriſtian cup of ſalvation to call up- 
on God the Father in the name of- the Lord 
Jeſus: He, according to the chriſtian diſpen- 
lation, is the only Mediator between God and 
men, and no man can come unto the Father 
but through him. — God has declared himſelf 
to be a conſuming fire to all the workers of 
iniquity who are out of Chriſt, and we have 
no other advocate with the Father but Jeſus 


5 Chriſt the righteous. 


I obſerved likewiſe, in the feen place, 
That to call upon the name of the Lord im- 
plies in it, that we pay a divine homage and 
the higheſt poſſible adoration to the Lord Je- 


Tus Chriſt. By calling upon God in Scripture 


is frequently meant the acknowledging aud 

worſhiping him as God: Such a religious 
worſhip as this, we are taught by Chriſtiant- b 
ty, is due to the Redeemer of mankind.- 
The Father hath given him a name above 
every name; that, at the name of Jeſus, every 
Ton ſhould bow, a and every * confeſs: * 

: E 


— p 1 


— 


, » hy. 
> . — 1 


9 SERMON Vi. 
He hath all authority committed to him, both 
ia heaven and in earth, for this very reaſon, 


that men might honour the Son, even as they 
honour the Father. 
But, in the laſt place, To call upon the 


name of the Lord implies in it, to call him 
our Lord, and to ſubmit to him as ſuch, to 


bend to his authority, and to give up our 


wills, our affections and actions, to his go- 


vernment and direction. — Such an obedience 


as this he expects from all thoſe who call upon 5 


his name — Accordingly we find him com- 
plaining, that men called him, Lord, Lord, 
and yet did not do what he ſaid, did not ſub- 


mit to his authority, or pay a Tegard to his 


commands: And elſewhere, If I be a Father, 
where is my honour ? If I be a Maſter, where 


is my fear? Nothing can be more prepoſte · 
rous or abſurd, than in words to acknowledge 
the dominion and ſupremacy of Chriſt, and 


to deny both by our lives and actions; ; yet 
this is what happens every day.—Men are 


5 ſenſible, that the laws of their Redeemer re- 


quire mortification, ſelf-denial, taking up the 


cross, and following him. —Theſe they find 


to be offices of a very ungrateful nature, di- 


| rectly repugnant to the bent of their pievail- 


ing appetites and favourite affections.— They 


therefore wiſh to compound the matter, and, 


* acts of outward reſpedt, ißt to Le 
N for 


| for the want of that inward regard which con- 
Nitutes the foul of obedience, and is the very 


ſource of that moral and religious behaviour, 


which Chriſt alone can and will accept of. 


They are ſatisfied to owe their ſalvation to 


_ Chriſt as a prieſt, when, in the mean time, 
they refuſe to ſubmit to him as a king; they 
would be ſaved by his merits and interceſſion, 
but will have none of him to reign over them. 
 — Whatever may be the practice of the ge- 


nerality of men, this is far from being agree- 


able to the tenor of the goſpel- covenant; by 
which it is expreſly required, That whoever 
names the name of Chriſt ſhould be careful to 
© depart from iniquity, ſhould ingenuouſly re- 


-pent of every known ſin, and bring forth the 


fruits of repentance, goodneſs, righteouſ- 


neſs, and holineſs, which are to the praiſe 
and glory of God. —T hoſe therefore who de- 
. pend on any other terms of acceptance, who 
preſume upon their goſpel-privileges, and fan- 
cy that, by calling Chriſt Lord, they ſhall ef- 

fectually ſecure his favour, will, to their ever- 


| laſting confuſion, find at the long-run, that 
they have not even the plea of thoſe to urge 


for themſelves, who can ſay, Lord, Lord, 
have we not propheſied in thy name? in thy 
name caſt out devils, and done many wonder- 


ful works? Who, notwithſtanding thereof, 
- ſhall be declared, by the Judge of all the 


ear th, 


— 
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earth, to be perſons whom he does not know, 
and be condemned to blackneſs of darkneſs, 
to ſuffer eternally the dreadful torments of the 
worm that dieth not, and the fire that ſhall 
never be quenched.—So that to call upon the 
name of the Lord is, to obey him as our Lord 
and maſter, to fubmit our views, our wills, 
our paſſions, and all our deſires, to his ſove- 
reign will and pleaſure, and to act in every 
thing as loyal and dutiful ſubjects to him, who 
has an unqueſtionable title to our ſubmiſſion. 
and obedience.—God has given him all power 
and dominion, both in heaven and in earth; 
Has put the government of all things into his ; 
Hands, and has conſtitute him head over all 
things to his church. From whence it ne- 
ceſſarily follows, that we are bound, not on- 
y to acknowledge his dominion, but to ſub- 
mit to it; not only to call him Lord, but to 
do what he ſays, and to ſtudy to pleaſe him i in 
all our thoughts, words and actions, by a 


cheerful, univerſal, unconfined obedience to | 


all his righteous commandments. 

To call therefore upon the name of the 
Lord implies the worſhip of God through a 
| Mediator :— That we pay a divine homage 
to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, believe in him, pray 
to him, and praiſe him :—And finally, that 


we give ourſelves up to be governed by him, 


and 3 a 9 obedience to all the 
| known 


known ſignifications of his will, —Our taking 
the cup of falvation infers a reſolution to. a 
charge all theſe offices cordially, faithfully and 
_ conſtantly.—We ſhould therefore ſuſpend en- 
tering upon ſuch engagements, till we have 
impartially examined how far theſe are the 
fixed and genuine purpoſes of our hearts. 
Are we reſolved, that, whatever others do, 
we will ſerve the Lord? T hat neither things 
preſent, nor things abſent, nor any other crea- 
ture, ſhall ever be able to ſeparate us from the 
faith, the love and obedience of Chriſt ? That 
we will think nothing too hard to do, nothing 
too dear to part with, nothing too ſevere to 
ſuffer, for Chriſt,” and the redemption which 
he has purchaſed ?—Do we reſolve to keep alt 
his commandments blameleſs unto the end, 
and to be ſtedfaſt and immoveable, aways 
abounding in the work of the Lord! ? We 
may, in that caſe, with confidence take this 
cup of ſalvation, and ſeal our engagements to 
Chriſt with the ſacred ſymbol of his own 
blood. — And, to encourage and confirm ſuck 
virtuous relolutions, let us conſider, in the 
_ Firſt place, That the duties im plied i in call - 
ing upon the name of the Lord, or, in other 
words, the various offices of the chriſtian life, 
are no more than what may be juſtly called 
dur reaſonable ſervice: And ſure, whatever is 
reaſonable, mul, to a rational agent, + 
WII 
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with the force and obligation of a duty, —If 


r the natures and relations of things conſtitute 


to God himſelf, they muſt needs, fo far 
as they are underſtood, lay an indiſpenſible 
obligation upon us; but whatever we are 
bound and obliged to do is to be conſidered 
ades-the notion of duty, and every known 
violation of it renders us ſelf. condemned. 
Jeſus Chriſt, the object of the chriſtian's wor- 
ſhip, is the brightnels of his Father's glory, and 
the expreſs image of his perſon ; has every di- 
vine excellence and perfection in himſelf, nor 
is there any perfection, or any degree of per- 
fection, wanting in him; ſo that he is, by 
his nature, the proper object of our moſt en- 
larged veneration and eſteem :—For, if it is 
natural or reaſonable for us to love what is ſu- 
premely lovely, to adore what is truly ado- 
rable, nothing can be more reaſonable or natu- 
ral, and conſequently nothing can be more our 
duty than to adore and love the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, whoſe very nature and worth call for 
theſe affections and acts of the human mind, 
and which if we refuſe, we act not only con- 
trary to the dignity of his nature, but to the 
conſlitution and complexion of our .]. 
Again, If Chriſt Jeſus is exalted by God 
the Father to be a Prince and Lord x. man- 
kind, this neceſſarily ſuppoſes that we are his 
— and ſervants; z 12 P naturally 
2 382 
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infers, on our part, the duties of EE 
fubmiſſion and obedience ; and to act contrary 
to theſe, is to act contrary to the higheſt rea- 
ſon, founded en the nature of that relation 
in which he ſtands to us.— And as this rel. 

tion gives a ſanction to his authority, ad . 4:1 
claims an abſolute and implicit obedience to | 
his will, even before any particular inſtance 1 
of it comes actually to be declared; ſo, if ve 
conſider that the ſeveral laws and commands - oc OS 
he has given us are not the ſports of a wanton ; & 
deſpotic authority, or the effects of arbitrary 
humour or wild caprice, but the reſult of i- 
finite goodneſs, guided by the moſt unerring 
wiſdom. and founded in the nature and relas Þ © | - 3 
tions of things themſelves ; it is impoſſible 3 
this caſe to deny, that the offices implied : 
calling upon the name of the Lord are right e 
and fit in themſelves, and conſequently lay an ” 1 2 
unavoidable obligation upon us, even previous |. 
to any explicit engagements we may at any LL 
time come under to perform them.- By. 1 4 
| which it appears, that calling upon ha pame” -- 3. 
of the Lord is a moral duty, ariſing from — 2 | 
nature, and the relation we ſtand in to him; "0. 
and that our taking the cup of falvation does 
not extend our obligation to any new duties, | "5 
but only ſerves to awaken the ſpirit and prin- 9 
les of our obedience, to enliven our powers . 
of action, and give ſtrength and vigour to 

Vox. I. „ RE En 
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our reſolutions, by which what was formerly: 
our duty will become eaſy and agreeable to. 
us, and we ſhall be diſpoſed to perform it with 
the greater chearfulneſs and pleaſure. But, 
© In the ſecond place, We are not only bound 
to call upon the name of the Lord in point of 
duty, but in point of gratitude. — He is our 
beſt Friend, our kindeſt and moſt generous _ 
Benefactor, —We have been infinitely more, 
Obliged to him than to all the world beſides 2 
He created us at firſt, for without him there 
was not any thing made that was made, He. 
guided us through the perilous ſtages of in- 
fancy and youth, preſerved us from many dan- 
gers we could neither foreſee nor prevent; has 
_ exerciſed a kind providence over us, ever 
ſince we came into being, laid every thing to. 
dur hands that was Aa: oh to our happinels, . 
and has made all the rich variety of his good- 
nels to paſs before us; and, as if the tempo 
ral bleſſings of life were not enough for his 
infinite benevolence to give, he has opened up 
a proſpect to us beyond the grave, a proſpect. 
of happineſs as large as heaven and laſting ag. 
eternity. Were we to recount his favours, _ 
they are more than the hairs upon our heads, 
or the {and by the ſea- ſnore. Let us take a 
view of a different kind of them. How often, 
have we ſinned againſt him, and yet how often, 
has he forgiven us? Had the ficſk tranſgreſſion 
rien 1 
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we were ever guilty of been puniſhed with. 
death, we ſhould have had no juft reaſon to 
| complain : How wonderful therefore is his 

mercy ! How aftoniſhing his grace! How pa- 
_ tiently' does he wait to be gracious? In what 
affectionate terms does he invite all men every 
where to re x 7 And with what condeſcend · 
ing readineſs does he wait to receive every pe- 
nitent ſinner into favour ? He has prepared a 
place for us in paradiſe with himſeif, and 
taught us the way by which we may aſcend 
to it. — He has offered his Spirit to conduct us 
to the heavenly regions, and promiſed, that 

his grace ſhall be ſufficient for us, and that his 

| ſtrength ſhall be made perfect in our weakneſs. 
[And are theſe 'ineſtimable bleſſings to be. 
| "deſpiſed? Or, is not our warmeſt gratitude 
due to him who is the author of them? Shall 
we think ourſelves obliged to make ſuitable 
returns of thankfulneſs for the good offices of 
a friend, and can we' fancy we are under no 
obligations of this kind to that Friend that 
| Ricks cloſer than a brother? Our gratitude, 
indeed, cannot have the ſame effect N 
Chriſt, as it may have upon our fe 
tures z we cannot be profitable to him, as ous 
man may be profitable to another; but the act 
of the mind is equally real in both caſes, and 
ſure the moſt enlarged exerciſes of it are due 
to him whe has done us 193 greateſt wr” 
| an 
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and to whom we lie under the bigheſt obliga- 
tions.—Now, if we are animated by this di- 
vine principle, it will naturally expreſs itſelt 
in a holy and chearful regard to all his com- 
mandments: If any man loves me, ſays Chriſt, 
he. will keep my words. Our gratitude will 
not only flow out in ſtreams of love and obe- 
dience, but will render every act of obedience . 
the delight and entertainment of our ſouls.—If 
we have therefore any gratitude in our breaſts, 
any ſenſe or feeling of divine favours upon our 
minds, we will think ourſelves indiſ penſibly 
bbliged to take this cup of ſalvation, 5 call 
upon the name of the Lord. And we ſhall be 
| the rather diſpoſed to do this, if we conſider, 
In the laſt place, That our duty and inte- 
reſt are ſo cloſely conneQed together in this 
caſe, that we cannot poſſibly do the one with - 
- - out promoting the other. Chriſt Jeſus does 
3 not require his people to ſeek his face in vain: 
Great peace, ſays the Pſalmiſt, have all they. 
B who love his law, and nothing ſhall offend, 
idem, and in the keeping of his command- 
R ments there i is a great reward .—Almighty God 
has committed all authority to the Son, that 
he might employ it for the good of mankind. 
Nor, indeed, in the exerciſe of it can he 
have any other view.— He has no ſeparate in- 
tereſt of his own to advance, no bye · ends to 
cry on 318 that he * erected a "kingdom 
SEP, to 1 
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to himſelf on earth, for no other purpoſe but 
that he might bring many ſons and daughters 


to glory. Our own. intereſt therefore ſnould 


lead us to ſubject ourſelves to his dominion, 
and govern our tempers and actions by his 
laws, ſince this is the only ſure way to hap- 
pineſs, the high road to eternal life. And 
that this is the great end of his government 
will further appear from the nature and ten- 
dency of the particular laws of it, all of them 
being evidently calculated to promote our 
peace and welfare here, and our everlaſting. 

comfort and happineſs hereafter :- So true is 
the obſervation of the apoſtle, That'godlineſs . 
is profitable in all things, baving the promiſes 1 


both of this life and that which is to come. 


It is obvious to the experience of every good 
man, that inward peace, the joy of ſelf- 
approbation, and a raviſhing conſciouſneſs of 
the divine favour, are the neceſſary conſe- 
- quences of obedience to the laws of Chriſt.-— 
Theſe are enjoyments infinitely above what the 
world can give, or its higheſt pleaſures are ca- 
pable to create; enjoyments that do not periſh, 
in the uſing, nor are gone the moment they 
are poſſeſſed, but ſtill remain a laſting trea- 
fure, and are ever repeated with increaſing © 
joy. The man who ſeriouſly devotes himſelf 
to the ſervice of his Redeemer, and religiouſly. . 
_ performs the Os implied in call- _ 
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pon the name of the Lord, has an inex- 
| banſtible fund of happineſs in himſelf, a 
happineſs that does not depend upon the 
world, and which the world cannot take from 
| him.—If he looks into his own breaſt, he 
finds no tumultuous or jarring paſſions there, 
| nothing that is odious, ſhocking or ill-deſery- 
ing; and the ſerenity of his mind throws a 
certain chearfulneſs over the ſeveral objects 
around him: And if he looks forward upon 
death, this gives him no forebodings of a 
dreadful judgment and retribution to come; 
but, on the contrary, the fair and the good 
hope of a bleſſed immortality; which divine 
hope emboldens him to meet the King of ter- 
Tors, and bid defiance to his keeneſt darts, to 
urge on with humble confidence to the judg= | 
ment-ſeat of Chriſt, where he expects to be 1 
acknowledged an heir of that eternal kingdom, 
Where he ' ſhall reign a king and prieſt unto 
_ God forever and ever. Such honour have all 
the ſaints, ſuch happineſs have all they pena | 
call upon the name of the Lord. * 
Can we therefore heſitate a moment, in 
* ourſelves under the ſtrongeſt perſonal 
| engagements to the obedience of Jeſus Chriſt? 15 
If duty, if gratitude and intereſt, the very 
powerfulleſt motives to prevail upon the hu- Þ 
man heart, do all conſpire to perſuade us, by 
5 wank conceivable * can we poſſibly 


juſtify 
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julufy our neglect of it ?—Is the work labori: Et 
' ous? Let us conſider. the recom ence of For 
ward.—ls it impracticable? No; for through 


the ſtrength af Chriſt we ſhall be "able to 40 1 | 


alt things.—We may perhaps loſe the friend- 
ſhip of a wicked world; but beſides, that 
every good man upon earth will approve of 
us, we ſhall cantraft a more valuable and 
laſting friendſhip in heaven with God, with - 
angels, and with ſaints. — Will it involve us 
in a painful ſtruggle with luſts and corruptions, 
with the ſnares and temptations of fin, and 
the powerful influence of ſinful example? How 
_ glorious the vidory over theſe! How divine 
| the triumph! When the righteous. Judge, 
who will not farget our work 'and labour of | 
love, will beſtow upon us a crown of immor- 
tal glory, and make us extremely ſenfible, by - 
the immenſity of our reward, that our labour 
has not been in vain. 
Let us then, in gratitude to our generoug 


Redeemer, and in remembrance of him, take 


this bleſſed cup of ſalvation, and lay down 
the moſt vigorous reſolutions to call upon his 
holy name: Let us reſolve, that from hence - 
forth we will be his, we will devote our ſouls 
and bodies, and all our powers and faculties, Mt 
to his honour and ſervice, and that we will 
faithfully and ſteadily follow on to know the 
ng All we come to 0 know 1 eren as we 
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are known by him.—And let us enter on theſe | 
reſolutions in a due dependance upon his 
grace, being convinced that, without this, 
our beſt purpoſes are but as the morning cloud 
and early dew, and that it is he alone who 
muſt work in us both to will and to do ac- 
Fe to his good pleaſure. 
Now may that ſame God, who calls us to 
duty, incline our hearts and ſtrengthen our 
hands in the diſcharge of it, that, being. 
mighty through grace, we may in all things 
perform what is the good and perfect and ac- 
ceptable will of Chriſt, preſenting our bodies 
and ſpirits grateful ſacrifices to him, which is 
our reaſonable ſervice: And to God, only 
- wiſe, Father, Son, and Holy Gholt, be 
aſeribed, as is due, all praiſe, honour, power, 
and dominion, for ever and ever. AMEN. 


E214 | | 
: 5 ' ; 1 4 *. 75 1 ; 
* Fe” 
* , : + F4 cn = H 4 * 
„ x * 6 * 0 x 24 4 1 4 ' ** N : 
5 as SER | ON 
a R A 7 ; : 1 2 2 « * £ 8 7 .. 22 * 
: * 0 . * - : 4 % ; x 4 . 


; 4 f 1 8 
4 : ? . : 
27 { F J 8 W n EF, 1 
» ; £8 & PF 8 pry ; IRS | % 
% ; ? 3 2 * OY „ 
— 9 - . 2 5 
— k | n s ; .&+. "3 
oY +7, 4d * K. 2 I. " 13 ; 
. F ; : » St | 
» 2 on 2 . 1 * K 
F ; * v. z* : 7 ; : * 
5 * 2 — N * e 3 9 
* K 1 Y . pd 3 : by * 2 4a 
* 


% 


10 HN, chap. i. ver. 14 


7 


We BEHELD HIS GLORY, THE. GLORY AS "2 
OF THE ONLY BEGOTTEN OF -THE Fa- 
"TORS FULL OF GRACE AND. 'TRUTHe. 


HE. apo olle ja is generally hats: 


to — been the laſt of the evangeliſis 


_= wrote a genuine and authentic hiſtory of 


the perſon and character, the life and death, 


of Jeſus Chriſt ; for which undertaking the 


antients aſſign two reaſons: Firſt, That he 
might ſupply what was wanting in the other 
three * of the hiſtory of Chriſt, from 


his beginning to preach, till the impriſonment : 


of John the Baptiſt, which therefore, he a 


plied himſelf particularly to relate. The ſe- 
cond reaſon was, In order to confute the er- 
rors of the Cerintheans, and other heretics, 
who denied the Divinity of Jeſus Chriſt: Ac- | 
cordin tee, we find that, in the beginning of 


; his 80 pel, he aſſerts our Saviour 's STONE | in 
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the 
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the firongeft terms, when he tells us, That 
me Word was not only with God, but that 
_ » the Word was God; and leads us to conceive 
of his exiſtence as previous to that of the 


creation, by aſſuring us, that he made all 


things, and that without him there was not 
any thing made that was made.—Nor, ſays 5 
the apoſtle, are theſe fentiments concerning 
the Divinity of Jeſus Chriſt the reveries of a 
deluded fancy, the phantoms of a warm and 
Heated imagination; for, I myſelf, together 
with the apoſtles Peter and James, had a con- 
vincing demonſtration of the truth of it, on 
the occafion of his transfiguration on the 
Mount, when all his glory ſtood confeſſed be- 
| fore vs, and his divine nature illuſtriouſly diſ- 
played itſelf with an irreſiſtable evidence and 
conviction. —We beheld his glory, the plory 
2 of the only Begotten of the Father, full 
of grace andt . Which is as if the 
apoſtle had fai Though from the bulk of 
mankind he concealed his Godhead under the 
| humble veil of fleſh and blood, yet to us who 
were afterwards to be his witneſſes to the 
world, he diſcovered himſelf to be what he 
always pretended he was, when, in our pre- 
fence, he received from God the Father ho- 
our and glory, and when there came a voice 
to him from the Excellent Glory, ſaying, This 


| ; * ny beloved Son, in whom I am well- 
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| pleaſed, —Let us therefore fix our thoughts a 
| few moments in contemplation of the glory 
of Chriſt; let us take a view-of him in that 
divine, that raviſhing point of light in which 
he appeared to his diſciples, that our minds 
being impreſſed with proper ſentiments of him 
and ſuitable affections to him, the ſeveral 
branches of our chriſtian duty may become 
eeaſy and agreeable to us, in all the future be 
renn of our exiſtence. e 
If we inquire into the nature of dor ork 
| ous appearance in which Chriſt diſcovered 
955 himſelf to his diſciples, we ſhall find it de- 
ſcribed to us by the evangeliſt Matthew, in 
the 17th chapter of his goſpel, where he tells 5 oj 
us, That when Chriſt had carried up the 
three diſciples, Peter, James and John, to a | 
mountain apart, he was transfigured before 
them; on which occaſion his face ſhined as 
„ ſuo, and his raiment was white as light; 
a bright cloud alſo overſhadowed the whole 
company, and a voice was heard from tage 
cloud, which ſaid, This is my beloved Son, - 
in whom I am well-pleaſed, hear ye him 
In which deſcription of the glory of Chriſt, 
there are two things particularly to be taken 
notice of: In the firſt place, That the deſign' - 
of this ſurpriſingly glorious ſcene was to con- 
vince the diſciples, beyond a poſſibility of 
1 * * was indeed the Son of God. 
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02 S'ERM O N VII. 
Secondly, That the means which were made 
ule of for that purpoſe, were of all others the 
moft proper to produce conviction. in the 
minds of thoſe who were habitually difpoſed 
to pay a due regard to viſions and voices from 
. above, to which the Jewiſh nation had been 
na accnſtomed from its earſieſt infancy and eſta· 
bliſhment. 

It is obſerved, That bis face thined as the 
a, and his raiment was white as light; ap- 
pearances of ſo very extraordinary and uncoms- - 
mon a nature that the diſciples muſt needs 
conclude them to be effects of no leſs a power 
than that of God himſelf : For though the 
Devil is ſometimes ſaid to transform himſelf 
into an angel of light, yet this is generally 
thought to conſiſt in nothing elſe but the out- 
ward ſemblance of goodneſs, virtue and be- 
yolence, which even the worſt of characters 
may eafily aſſume; but to put on the rays of 
divine majeſty 1 ſpleudor, and adorn one's 
Alf with all the glory of God, is what none 
but God can do, and they to whom 1 is 


5 Picaſed to communicate it. 


But, left the diſciples ſhould be more cou- 
founded. than convinced by this ſurpriſing ap- 
pearance, a more familiar, and therefore a 
more unqueſſionable, ſymbol of the divine 
Preſence exhibited itſelf in that bright cloud 
which n * the head a; oo W 
an 
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and bruasiewed thake whit wink ad bim. 
This was that particular Shechinah, or glory 


of the Lord, which dwelt in the tabernacle, | 
and afterwards: reſided in the temple at Jerds 


ſalem, between the Cherubim and Mercy-ſeat, 


by which he was known to the children af 


| Urael, and diſtinguiſhed from all the gods of 
the neighbouring nations. — This being the 
acknowledged ſymbol of divinity, it was ſcarce 
poſſible the diſciples ſhould. afterwards enter- 
tain any ſuſpicion! of Chriſt's being any other 


than the Son of God; eſpecially -if We add 


to it, the teſtimony Which God was pleaſed to 


ive, to the truth of his character and tha 
dignity-of his perſon, by that voice from hea - 
ven, which declared him to be his beloved don 


in whom he was well- pleaſed; a teſtimony 
which did the higheſt honour to Jeſus Chrith,, 
as it conveyed an idea of him into the minds 


of thoſe Who heard it, infinitely ſuperior to | 
What his uſual appearance in 'commog _ 


and blood could poſſibly create. 


In the mean time, the apoſtle does not ork | 
Gae'the glory of Chrilt to-theſe externalevi- 
dences of divine majeſty, to that luminous. 
and ſplendid. appearance be put on, to the 


bright cloud that incirc!ed him, or to the ſu- 


pernatural voice from above, which declared 
in his favours, but ſeems to have felt a pecu- 
wa HINGE from the view of thoſe god-like _ 

| 2 excellencies | 
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d SERMON vn. 
excellencies of grace and truth, which aſcer- 
tain his moral character, and demonſtrate his 
relation to and reſemblance with God the Fa- 
ther; We beheld his glory, ſays he; the glory 


nas of the only Begotten of the Father, full = 


bf grace and truth. The moſt ſtriking and 
awful appearances of majeſty can then only be 
deemed to be divine when they are connected 
with boundleſs goodneſs, and united to incor- 
ruptible faithfulneſs and truth. —Ia this glori- 

ous point of light did our Saviour appear to 
his diſciples ; not only his external glory, but 


the glory of his moral character; as one full 


of grace and truth, diſplayed itſelf to them 
in the moſt raviſhing and convincing manner, 
and filled their breaſts with aſtoniſhment, 
wonder and love: It is good, ſay they, for 
us to be here; let us make three tabernacles, 


done for thee, one for Moſes, and one for 
Elias; Jet us here take up our abode, this is 


the houſe of God — The ſenſe of his divine 
goodneſs conveyed itſelf with a peculiar force 
into their minds, when he condeſcended to 

manifeſt himſelf to them in a way very diffe- 

rent from what he did to the world, and made 
all his glory to paſs before them. —Aad they 
became extremely ſenſible of his veracity and 
_ faithfulneſs, when, by aſſuming this god-like 


appearance, he demonſtrated himſelf to be 


what he had always given himſelf out for, _ | 
„„ %% 
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only n of the Father, the Son of the .' 
eternal God: We beheld his glory, the glory, - 
as of the only Begotten of the Father, full 40 
grace and truth. Goodneſs and truth are the 
ſupreme ornament and excellence of God him- 
ſelf, and it is in this reſpect that Chriſt is ſaid 
to be the brightneſs of his Father's glory, 
and the expreſs image of his perſon.— And 
ſince we cannot expect to be admitted to ſuen 
a tranſcendent view of the perſonal glories of. 
Chriſt as the diſciples were favoured with of, 
old, till we arrive at that happy place where 
we ſhall ſee him as he is, the glory of his mo- 
ral character is what we are principally con- — 
cerned in. It is this which ought to engage 
our deepeſt attention, and employ our mot 
ſerious thoughts. Let us therefore fix our 
eyes a little upon the moral beauties of our 
| Redeemer, and ſurvey him in that amiable. 
light in which he has exhibited himſelf in his 
everlaſting goſpel. 
That which firſt offers ſelf to our view in 
the contemplation of this divine charge 
and which commands our higheſt veneration, 
is his boundleſs benevolence and diſintereſted 
_—_—_— This was the ſource of all his media- 
torial conduct, of all he taught, of all he. 
did, and of all he ſuffered for the redemp- 
tion of a guilty world. —Prompted by a ge- 
verous er of lore to =, he * 
5 om 
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| from - the fulneſs of happineſs into the loweſt 
conditions of mortality, and, having acted 
the part of a kind and merciful inſtructor, 
E- went through a life of the greateſt miſery, and 
ſubmitted to a cruel and infamous death, that 
be might open the gates of paradiſe, and let | 
iin unbounded joys upon the human race.— 
z þ All the accounts we have of our Saviour's 
BE fe in the goſpels do all along preſent us with 
+ the hiſtory of his love: All the pains that he 
1 7 took, all the troubles he endured, are the 


mi wonderful effects and uncontroulable evidences 
= | N A 2 
1 If we conſider the nature a his laws, we 
mall find that a ſpirit of love breathes forth 
in every thing he taught, in every thing he 
commanded. He preſcribed no rules for the 
government of his people, but what were 
eaſy in themſelves, founded in the reaſon of 
things, perfective of human nature, and of 
conſequence greatly conducive to their happi- 
neſs: Nay, even the poſitive "inſtitutions of 
the goſpel are ſo far from being deſigned to 
_ deprive men in any degree of that liberty 
which, as reaſonable creatures, they have a | 
z right to poſſeſs, or to give them any unne- 
. ceſſary trouble, that as there are but very _ 
- Few of this kind contained in the chriſtian ſyſ- 
tem, ſo there are in fact none but what, to 
F an Shes age * will han * to 
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have an intimate congection with the great 


; 9 of Chriſtianity, and a manifeſt aptitude _ | 


to promote and ſtrengthen the moral principles 

of piety and virtue. The religion of the Son _ 

of God requires nothing but what every wiſe 
man will find it his intereſt to obſerve, and 


refuſes us no enjoyments that are truly worth 0 
the poſſeſſing. His laws do not ſeem to be 


framed with a view to demonſtrate abſolute 
power, or a deſpotic authority, but are ra- 


ther calculated to convince us, how greatly he 


is touched with our intereſts, and how deeply 
concerned for our welfare. —Having violated 
the original law of our. creation, and proved 
rebellious to him who made us, he might in 
| Juſtice have doubled the meaſure of our duty, 
and in the way of puniſhment have laid a 
weight upon us greater than what we felt be- 
fore: When we endeavoured to ſhake off the 
bonds of his righteous government, he might 


have wreathed them ſo much the harder about 


our guilty necks, Though this is the common 
method of- imperious and tyrannical men, i” 


is far from being that of the meek and merci. 
ful Jeſus; for, inſtead of commanding a per- 


fect obedience, he is pleaſed to accept of fin- - 
cerity, and requires nothing more than what 
we are eaſily able to do, or ſhall be enabled 


by his grace to perform. —Nay, fo extreme 


I was he, and concerned for the __— ng 
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neſs of his creatures, that, in the exerciſe of. 
his dominion over them, he condeſcended to 
enter into fleſh and blood himſelf, and to take = 
a trial of his own laws, that, by a fellow- 

feeling of their infirmities, he might lay no 
more on them than they were able to bear: 
So that the commandments of Chriſt may not 
only be juſtly called a law of love, as the 
reſpect thoſe regards we owe to the ſeveral 

| beings to whom we ſtand in any manner of 
relation, but as they are the laws of a moſt 
affectionate friend, who, as he has no parti- 
cular intereſts of his own to advance, is whol- 
ly employed in promoting ours, and has ſo 

"contrived our duty, that, if we are but ſeri- 

Gully diſpoſed to obſerve it, we ſhall readily 
find that his yoke is eaſy, and , his burden 
light; and "ſhall ſoon become ſenſible, thar 

beſides the future reward which thoſe may ex- 
pect who keep it, it is the higheſt happineſs 
and entertainment of our preſent lives: So 
much has the love of Chriſt ſoftened the rigor 
b of the divine law, that, as the Pſalmiſt ex- 
preſſes it, It is become as honey to the mouth, 
een honey from the honey - comb. 
Again, if we reflect on what the author of 
our ſalvation has done for us, we ſhall readily 
obſerve a ſcene of the moſt triumphant bene- 
volence and diſintereſted love.—Nothing be- 


os a * of Ow ind could poſſibly 
| e have 
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-hing diſpoſed. him to leave the boſom 1 the 
Father, and all that bleſſed com pany of an- 


gels and arch- angels above, who knew well! 


how to praiſe and adore him, that he might 
dwell among men, and wreſtle with the obſti- 

nacy of that perverſe rebellious race, to re- 
duce them to their obedience and happineſs. 

 —Accordingly, if we look into his character 
and conduct while he was upon earth, we 
ſhall find it was the great end of all his ac- 

tions and deſigns to make the world the better 
for him. Ho inceſſantly did he go about 
from place to place, doing good both to the 
bodies and to the ſouls of men, healing all man- 
ner of diſeaſes, giving eyes to the blind, feet to 
the lame, ears to the deaf, caſting out devils 
from thoſe who were poſſeſſed of them, and 


even ſometimes raiſing the dead to life. Nor : 


were the world ſenſible only of the effects of 
his generous benevolence; but the way and 
manner in which he performed theſe friendly 
offices ſerved to enhance the value of them, 
and was an additional argument to demon- 
ſirate the greatneſs of his love. —He did not, 
like a great many haughty mortals, ſtand at 
an awful diſtance, and ſuffer himſelf to be 
warmly importuned; he did not wait for, 
but ſought out opportunities to be uſeful. and 
his goodneſs many times diſcovered itſelf in 


preventing not only the e but even 


j „„ the 
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the very wiſhes of thoſe-who ſtood in need of 
it; witneſs the caſe of Lazarus's ſiſters, who 
durſt not ſo much as preſume to think that 
- Jeſus Chriſt would (exert his omnipotence to 
\raiſe their brother from the dead. —With 
what extreme ſympathy and compaſſion did 
he come from a remote place of the country, 
on purpoſe to make glad the hearts of theſe 
ſorrowful women, by doing what they never 
could have expected, they never would have 
deſired ?—Obferve with what a compaſſionate 
addreſs he ſet about the reſurrection of Laza- 
rus from the grave: His very foul as it were 
entered into the concerns of thoſe who were 
mourning over the loſs. of their departed 
friend; he ſighed their griefs. and groaned 
their pains.— We are told by the ſacred hiſto- 
rian, that Jeſus wept; by which it appeared, 
that he ſhared their ſorrows, and diſcovered 
a heart capable of being touched with the ge- 
nerous feelings of the moſt tender and affec- 
tionate friendſhip, —He. was never weary 'in 
well-doing, but, from the one end of his life 
to the other, .was conſtanily employed in do- 


ing ſomething for the good of mankind ; nor 


was it in the power of any circumſtance what- 

ſoever, hunger or wearineſs, trouble or fa- 

tigue,. nay, nor the warmeſt oppoſition of an 

ungrateful world, to check this generous paſ- 

5 Bo,” far * to ovens 18 extinguiſh it alto- 
| "ner, : 
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gether, —Beſides, his gaodueſs was of the- 
moſt diffuſive kind; it was not directed only. | 
to his friends, his acquaintances, his nation, 
V country, but, like the unbounded rays of 
' the ſun7 it ſpread an univerſal influence, and 
the whole world of creatures have felt them- 
ſelves the better for it.—W hile he was on 
earth, he demonſtrated the impartiality of his 
regards to men, by converſing freely with all, 
and doing good to all, without . reſpe& to 
perſons: Both Jews and Samaritans, people of 
all parties and of all principles, of all nations 
and of all characters, were equally. welcome 
to the benefit of his inſtructions and the bene- 
fit of his cures; and, when he went up to 
heaven, he left it upon his apoſtles as his laſt 
and moſt important command,” to preach his 
goſpel to every creature, and communicate the 
_ - bleſſings of it to the utmoſt ends of the inha- 
bited earth.—Nay, and now that he is wrapt | 
up in all the glory and happineſs of God, he 
is ſo far from neglecting the concerns of his 
people here below, that, as he tells us him- 
ſelf, it was one great end of his returning to 
heaven to prepare manſions for them there, 
and to ſend down the Holy Spirit into their 
hearts to ſupport them in all their troubles, 
to ſupply their returning wants, to comfort 
them in all their ſorrows, to counſel. them in 
all their doubts, and at laſt to bring them to 
| . | the 
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5 Ke end of their perilous journey, to a ſtate of 


conſummate joy in that bleſſed place where he 


| lives and reigns for ever and ever, that where 
he is, they may be there alſo. 


Once more: If we turn our thoughts on 
what the Son of God ſuffered for the re- 
demption of mankind; we ſhall here have the 
moſt aſtoniſhing and the moſt convincing evi- 
dence of the greatneſs of his love: But this, 
together with the ſecond branch of our Savi- 


our's glorious character, taken notice of by 


the apoſtle in the text, namely, his faithful- 


_ neſs and truth, ſhall be the ſubject of the * 5 
i TOR diſcourſe. . 
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JOHN, chap. i. ver. 14. | : 


WE BEHELD HIS GioRY, THE GLORY AS 
OF THE ONLY BEGOTTEN OF THE FA- 


"FT*HESE words naturally lead our thoughts 
to the contemplation of the glory of 
Chriſt ; a ſubject not only intereſting in itſelf, 
but infinitely agreeable to every mind ſuſcep- 
tible of pleaſure, either from the appearance of 
| outward ſplendor, or the beauty of a moral 
character, both of which concur in the moſt 
eminent manner in the preſent caſe to fill the 
ſoul with aſtoniſhment, wonder and love. — 
Loet us therefore take a view of our great Re- 
deemer in that raviſhing point of light in which 
he appeared to his diſciples, that our hearts 
being impreſſed with proper ſentiments of 
him, and ſuitable affections to him, the ſeve- 
ral branches of our chriſtian duty may be- 
4 > „ ,COMMF 
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come eaſy and agreeable to us, in all the fu- 
ture periods of-our exiſtene. 

If we inquire into the natur that . 
ous appearance, in which he diſcovered him- 
ſelf to his diſciples, we have it deſcribed to 
us by the evangeliſt Matthew, in the 17th 
chapter of his goſpel, where we are told, 
that, when he had carried up the three dif- 
ciples, Peter, James and John, to a moun- 
tain apart, he was transfigured before them; on 

- which occaſion his face ſhined as the ſun, and 
his caiment was white as light; a bright cloud 
alſo overſhadowed him, and a voice was heard 
from the cloud, which ſaid, This is my be- 
loved Son, in whom I am well. pleaſed. But 

the apoſtle John does not confine the glory of 
Chriſt to theſe external appearances of divine 
Majeſty, but ſeems to have felt a peculiar 
im preſſion from the view of theſe god-iike ex- 
cellencies of grace and truth, which aſcertain 
his moral character, and demonſtrate his rela- 
tion to and reſemblance with God the Father: 
We beheld his glory, the glory as of the only 
Begotten of the Father, full of grace and 
truth. — The moſt ſtriking and awful appear- 
ances of majeſty can then only be concluded 
to be divine, when they are connected wh 
| boundleſs goodneſs, and united to incorrup- 
tible faithfulneſs and truth. Let us therefore 
fix our eyes a little upon the moral beauties of 
| 1 . our 
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our Redeemer, and look upon him in that 


- amiable light in which he has exhibited him- 


ſelf in his everlaſting goſpel. 


That which firſt offers itſelf to our view 


in the contemplation of this divine character, 
and which commands our higheſt veneration, 
is his boundleſs benevolence m diſintereſted 
grace. This lovely and endearing principle, I 
obſerved, ſhines forth in a moſt convincing 


manner in all he has taught, and in all he 


has done. for the benefit of the human kind. 


It remains to make it appear, that it diſ- 


plays itſelf with no leſs ſatisfying evidence in 
all he has ſuffered for the redemption of a 


_ guilty world. Here indeed we have the moſt _ 
amazing, aud at the fame time the molt un- 
_ queſtionable demonſtration of the greatneſs of | 


his love.— We may well imagine, that the 
ſpotleſs innocence and untainted virtue of the 
Son of God made it abſolutely impoſſible that 
he could ſuffer for himſelf. Fo what cauſe 
therefore can we impute that variety of wretch- 
edneſs which attended him through life, and 
brought him at laſt to a cruel and untimely 
death? This que ion would indeed be of 
very difficult ſolution, had not the apoſtle in- 
formed us, that he ſuffered, the juſt for the 
unjuſt, that he might bring us unto, God: 


And, if we aſcribe it to this prineiple, we 
cannot help falling 1 into an eat of admira- 
8 tion, 


- 


t * gd 5, 34a 2 2 
- A +; . H 
© . : = ak = * 1 
)ÿ—i— — ] 1 ²˙¹w ⅛ — I — eds 
* * 5 
us y 9 * 
8 + > © of _ 


=$ Pi : 1 
106 8 E R M 0 N 
tion, and crying out, with the ſame apoſtle, 


O! the heighth, the breadth, the depth, and 
the length of the love of Chriſt, that pãſſeth 


all underſtanding !—If we are to judge of the 


greatneſs of our Redeemer's love by the 


greatneſs of his ſufferings, we ſhall be obliged: 


to acknowledge, that his love is ſtrong as 
death, and that nothing can poſſibly exceed 


it —Do we take a view of him from his cradle 


to his grave, we ſhall find that his life was 
one continued ſcene of the greateſt unhappi- 


- neſs and diſtreſs ; fo that it may be juſtly ſaid 
of him, that in all reſpects he was 4 man of 


forrows, and acquainted with grief.—How 
 foon, how very ſoon, did he feel the effects 


of royal jealouſy, accompanied with every 
eircumſtance that could make it fatal ?—Scarce 
had he opened his eyes to behold the light, 
when a cruel edit came out from the court 


of Herod, commanding every male-child about 


Bethlehem, the place of our Saviour's nativi- 


ty, under two years of age, to be put to 


death, that the new-born King of the Jews 


might have no chance to eſcape the univerſal 


maſſacre. And though divine providence pro- 
tected him on that occaſion, yet was he 
obliged to leave his native country, and fly an 
infant exile into the land of Egypt: And 


when, upon the death of Herod, he returned 


to Judea, yet, when he came to his own, bis 
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own received him not; they deſpiſed, they in- 
ſulted, they abuſed him; they perverted his 
Words, miſconſtructed his ations: and aſcribed 
his power of working miracles to his corre- 


ſpondence with hell, and connection with 


the Devil: And, after ſeveral fruitleſs at-_ 
tempts to put him to death, they at laſt ſuc- 
ceeded to their wiſh ; for, having one night 


_ retired to a ſolitary garden at a little diſtance 


from Jeruſalem, a multitude, under the di- 
rection of one of his own diſciples, came up- 
on him with ſwords and with ſtaves, and ap- 
prehended him, at a time when he was ſo far 
from being engaged in any treaſonable enter- 

priſe againſt the government, or doing any 
thing Fi was worthy of death, or of bonds, 
that, on the contrary, he was employed in 


_ exerciſes of the warmeſt devotion, and offer- 


ing up his moſt fervent prayers to the Father, 
both for himſelf and them. —Yet, notwith- 
ſtanding his perfect innocence and unblemiſh- 


ed life, they drag him away with violence, ON 


and, by their factious noiſe and tumultuous 
importunity, prevail at laſt with Pontius Pi- 
late to condemn him to be crucified. — And 
here begins a ſcene of the blackeſt horror 
and the deepeſt guilt that was ever adted on 
the ſtage of the world; the Prince of life 
doomed to die as a ern the Son of abe 
led to execution by the meaneſt of his ſlaves. 

stand 


o! RAM 0- Ne  - 


Stand aghaſt, O ye heavens, at this! Let 
all nature be confounded with the guilty pro- 


ſpe& ! We are told, that, on this mournful 


___ occaſion, the heavens thundered, the earth 
-  trembled and ſhook from its foundations, the 
rocks divided, the veil of the temple was 


light, and covered his face in ſables, refuſing 
to ſtand witneſs to a ſcene of ſo much horror 


wotld counted the Son of God unworthy to 


1 


opened themſelves, as if contending which of 


peaceable retreat to the Lord of glory. 80 
monſtrouſiy great was the contradict ion of 
ſinners againſt him, ſo ſhocking, ſo barba- 

-- rons, ſo inhuman was the treatment he met 
With in life; ſo crouded were the circum- 
ſtances of the moſt exquiſite diſtieſs in the ar- 
ticle of his death, that it may, with infinite 
Juſtice, be ſaid of him, That there was never 


the love of Chriſt was the principle of all this, 
if his regards for men determined him to come 


down from heaven and teach, and do, and 


ſuffer every thing that was neceſſary for the 
good of mankind, how mult every Ws 
| min 


Tent in two; the ſun himſelf withdrew his 


and blood: Nay, and when, an ungrateful 


Fo . live any longer upon earth, and therefore 
| perſecuted him to the grave, the very graves 


them ſhould have the honour to afford a 


any ſorrow like unto his ſorrow. —Now, if 


1 
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mind be warmed, be elevated, be tranſported 
with the contemplation of it? This is an af- 
fection that is really god-like; this is love 
that is truly divine: Let us therefore fix the 
eyes of our ſouls upon it, till our eyes affect 
our hearts, that theſe laſt may flow out in 
joyful extaſies of adoration,” thankſgiving and 
rae, 4 
: In the ſecond place, That which next of- 
fers itſelf to our thoughts in the deſcription 
the apoſtle gives us of the glory of Chrilt, is, 
his faithfulneſs and truth. —We beheld his 
glory,” the glory as of the only Begotten of 
the Father, full of grace and truth. And, 
though we cannot expect to be admitted to 
ſuch a full and immediate view of this, or any 
other of thoſe heavenly graces that are in 
Chriſt, while we are ſeparated from him by 
the diſtance of the two worlds, yet he has 
left us ſuch convincing evidence of the truth 
of this divine excellency, that it muſt be the 
moſt wilful per verſeneſs not to acknowledge 
it, and, having acknowledged it, not to ad- 
mire and adore it. 
Oiur bleſſed Saviour is always repte tee 
in Scripture as faithful to him who appointed 
him. — He was ſent by God into the world to 
purchaſe ſalvation for loſt ſinners, ſinners who 
woun have been otherwiſe loſt, ruined and 
„ : URGOnE 3. 
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F . undone; and, in order to this, he was obliged 
do compleat his own obedience to the laws of 
= - his heavenly Father, that he might thereby 
work out a perfect righteouſneſs, which, 
being imputed to us, might make up the de- 
fects of our own imperfect ſervices, and ren- 
der us the ſuitable objects of the divine fa- 
vour.—Accordingly we find that the life of 
our bleſſet Saviour was a life of the ſtricteſt 
and moſt unblemiſhed virtue; in every thing 
he conformed himſelf to the will of God, and 
Vas in every reſpect holy, harmleſs and un- 
deſiled, and ſeparate from ſinners. In no in- 
| _ Nance did he ever neglect to do the will of 
n bim that ſent him, nor could any bribe or 
temptation ever prevail with him to go beyond 
the meaſure of his duty. His obedience was 
alſo altogether chearful and unconſtrained; he 
was neither driven to it by the fear of pu- 
niſhment nor the hope of a reward, but, as 
he tells us himſelf. it was his meat and drink 
to do the will of heaven. We may obſerve 
' likewiſe, that he was faithful in the diſcharge _ 
of his duty, even unto death.— The quickeſt 
apprehenſions of the moſt terrible and cruel 
death could nor raiſe in his mind one unduti- 
ful thought, or draw from his mouth one un- 
guarded expreſſion ; but, on the contrary, he 
went to the cob with that heavenly W 
: ; ure 
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ſure of heart, that divine acquieſcence and 
ſubmiſſion, as if no kind of evil had been to 
happen to him; and with a temper ſo much 


diſpgſed to pity and forgive his enemies, that 


the moſt cruciating torments human nature 
could endure could not prevent his praying 

for them. Thus did he continue faithful to 
the laſt, and thereby finiſned and compleated 
that obedience, which is the foundation up- 


on which guilty ſinners can expect to be par- 
doned, juſtified and accepted. Nor does his 


faithfulneſs. only appear in the punctual diſ- 


charge of that obedience, which, by taking 
upon him human nature, he was bound to 
give unto the laws of God; but, as he was 
ſent into the world to be a teacher of righte- 
ouſneſs, and to reveal the will of God to 

men, ſo his faithfulneſs does clearly diſplay 
itſelf in keeping back nothing that was uſeful 


or neceſſary for us to know, but in giving us 


fuch full and perfect notices both of our ſtate 


and duty, that, if we carefully attend to them 
and practiſe them, we ſhall at laſt attain to 
that ſalvation which his goſpel was deſigned 
for. — However diſagreeable it may be to men 
to be told of the corruption of their natures, 
the darkneſs of their underſtandings, the *-_ 
pravity of their wills, the irregularity of their 
 affetions, and the extreme danger they there- 


; | 1 | 
| | i 
o 


FE 


Is. S E R M ON VI. 


. ſand expoſed to; and however a freedom 
of this kind may be apt to excite the higheſt 
reſentment againſt him who uſes it; yet our 


great Redeemer, far from being diſcouraged 


with what he certainly knew would be his 5 


fate, by dealing thus plainly with the world, 


honeſtly repreſented men to themſelves, taught 


them what they were, expoſed their weak- 


neſſes and failings to their view; and, how- 
ever it might contradi& the darling paſſions " 


pride and ſelf conceit, with the greateſt free- 
dom imaginable he aſſured them, that, while 


they continued in that way, they were ſo far 
from being favourites of heaven, that they 


were veſſels of wrath fitted for deſiration =—— 


Neither the majeſty of the great, the awfulneſs | 


of thoſe in power, the allurements of ambi- 
tion, nor the terrors of an angry world, could 


ever daunt his righteous ſpirit, or divert him 
from the important buſineſs of reducing that 
overgrown value which men generally have 
for themſelves; but, with a fortitude equal 
only to the greatneſs of his ſoul, and far ſupe- 


rior to the imminency of the danger, he faith- 


905 fully acquitted himſelf in admoniſhing and re- : 
© proving the guilty, whatever ſtation, what- 
ever character, they might otherwiſe be ny 785 


ſeſſed of; till at laſt the Scribes and Phari 


not being longer able to endure ſuch a faith- 


7 ful 
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by * ful monitor, conſpired to put an end to his =_— 
'< - troubleſome admonitions, by putting an end 

to his precious and valuable life.—And as he g 
honeſtly repreſented to men their true ſtate 
and condition, he was no leſs faithful in the 
0 diſcharge of that great office he was employed 
- in, as one who was concerned to teach men 
Bn the poſſibility of eſcaping the wrath to come, 
TN aancd the method by which it is to be avoided. 
Eile did not come into the world to deſtroy 
'F the world, or to render men unhappy, by 
Plunging them into deſpair, but at the ſame 
tithe that he convinced them of ſin, declared 
a willingneſs on God's part to be reconciled to 
| ſingers, and faithfully pointed out the terme 
1 upon Which this reconciliation might be 
brought About: He diſcovered to them te 
|. whole mid; and counſel of God, and con- "1 
| 7 cegled nothing that could centribute to their © 
_ improvement, either in virtue or happineſs”; | 
in which ref pect he acted the part of a falk = 
ful ſteward, in*#@mmunicating to them al! 
| that God the Father had communicated unto '2 
him. But in nothing does the truth and 
faithfalneſs of Chriſt more evidently appear, 
than in the accompliſhment of the ſeveral pro- 
miſes which he made from time to time to his 
church and people: He was ever found to be 


5 15 14 wo iſland gente: to his word; he 
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never promiſed any thing but what he was 
re to fulfil; nay, even theſe promiſes Es 
ſeemed to imply. in them a natural. im poſſibĩ- 
1i ity were nevertheleſs accompliſhed, to the 
extreme aſtoniſhment and. ſurpriſe of thoſe 
who had occaſion to obſerve. it. Thus, when 
be promiſed, to deſtroy the temple of his body, 
and to raiſe it again in three days, they who 
heard him thought it ſo very impracticable, 
that they found themſelves obliged to wreſt 
his words into a different meaning, to ſave 
their own opinion of his veracity. ; but when 
the cvent turned out according to the literal 
intention of the promiſe, they became highly 
ſenſible that he was faithful and true who had 
; promiſed that no impoſſibility ſhould be able 
to. ſtand in the way of the execution of his 
deſigns, that every thing be ſaid ſhould be ac- 
_compliſhed, and that nothing of what he had 
ſpoken. ſhould, ever fall to the ground.-—We - 
have alſo the moſt unqueſtionable evidence of 
- his faithfulneſs in the accompliſhment of theſe 75 
promiſes which concern the perpetuity and 
well being of that ſociety who profeſs his re- 


gion, and, worſhip: his holy name. — He has 


promiſed to build bis church upon a rock, 
and that the gates of hell ſhall; never prevail 
againſt it; that he wil guard it as the apple 


of bis ee, eee eee 
1 E 2 | 


ſenſible our bleſſed Saviour has hitherto made 


K his Zion, when in the unmoft hazard of 
ting ſwallowed up? How many kind deli- 


verances has he wrought for his Church and 


people? | How frequently has he fied theth 
from the power both of ſecret and open eng- 
mies? How wonderfully has he preſerved 


them, amidſt a deluge of ignorance, errors, 
hereſies, and perfecutions? And now that 


this church of his has been ſupported. by his 
all· powerful providence, and continued above 


theſe ſeventeen hundred years, amidſt the 


toſſings and changes of a fluctuating world; 


if we add to this, the confideration of her 


being built upon the foundation of the apoſtles 
and prophets, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the 
chief corner-ſtone, we ſhall have no reaſon to 
call our Lord and Saviour's promiſe in queſtion, 


which aſſures us, that the gates of hell ſhall .  - 


never prevail 5 5 her.— I ſhall only take 
notice of one inſta 

faithfulneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, Which is ex- 
tremely obſervable in that honeſty and faitneſs 
wir Which he informed the world” of what 


the character of his diſciples.—80 far was he 


nce more of the candor and 


— 


from alluring them into the felch or profeſſion 
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| the world. Theſe promiſes we muſt-needs be 


good: How often has he appeared in defence _ 
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ok his goſpel, by promiſing them peace and 
plenty, and a great many temporal advan- 
tages, that, on the contrary, he aſſures them, 

That his diſciples muſt reſolve to deny them- 


ſelves, take up their croſs, and follow him: 


He tells them, That in this life they ſhall 


meet. with diſappointments ; that ſtripes and 


_'impriſonments, dangers and death, were 
_ abiding them; and that through many tribu= _ 
. lations the muſt enter into the kingdom of 
heaven : fle 
life as a warfare; and indeed his followers 
have, in all ages, found it to be ſo in fact, 


always repreſents the chriſtian 


wherein they muſt contend, not with fleſh 
and blood, but with luſts and corruptions, 


with principalities and powers, with the rulers 
of the darkneſs of this world, and with ſpi- 


ritual wickedneſſes in high places. Now can 
any thing be more fair and candid, more ho- 
neſt and ingenuous, than for Chriſt, when 
perſuading men to embrace his religion} to 


lay before them the diſadvantages, the pains, 


as well as the pleaſures of it: And the ex- 


perience of Chriſtians has abundantly ſnewn 


with how great exactneſs he has foretold t 


things that were to happen, and how kathi 
he has been in his predictions. : 
Now, from thele traces of the infinite grace 


and faithfulneſs of . wats hall be able to 


form 
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muſt needs be convinced, that he is indeed 
the only Begotten of the F ather, full of grace” 
and truth.—Let me therefore aſk you, What 
think ye of Chriſt? Have ye ſeen his glory? 
Have your minds been enlarged, to take in a 
comprehenſive view of the amiable perfections 
which adorn his ſacred character? And do ye 
indeed eſteem him altogether lovely, and the 
chief among ten thouſand ? Let me intreat 


Jou in that caſe to take every poſſible method 


to keep alive upon your minds a deep and 
laſting impreſſion of thoſe divine excellencies 
of your gracious and faithful Redeemer; and 
let the remembrance of them fill your ſouls at 
all times with the warmeſt returns of affe&ion. 


to him, and with a holy truſt and confidence 
in him, that, under the influence of theſe re- 


ligious principles, your duty may become 
ſmooth and eaſy, the ways of Chriſt may 


prove agreeable to you, and ye may be chear- 


fully diſpoſed to follow on to know the Lord, 
till ye come to know bees: even as are 
known by him. £1 
Let it allo be your care to imitate lus in 
theſe his adnrable perfections a 1s it the * 
racter of Chriſt to be all grace and goodneſs, 
all airkfulneſs and truth? "And are theſe his 
l 3 ſapreme 
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tainly to be the chief endeavour of our lives 
to cultivate theſe divine tempers in ourſelves, 
till we come to reſemble him, and are filled 


- with all the fulneſs of God. To this pur- 


poſe, we ſhould baniſh from our breaſts all 
anger, hatred, malice, and envy, and put on 
bowels of mercy, kindneſs, humbleneſs of 
mind, meekneſs, long-ſuffering, forbearing 
one another, and forgiving one another, even 
as God, for Chriſt's ſake, hath forgiven us; 
—and ſhould. copy after the faithfulneſs of - 
our Redeemer,, by a conſcientious diſcharge. . 
of all the various duties we owe to God, our 
neighbours, and ourſelves; paying an un- 
ſhaken regard to truth in all our words and 
actions, that, by the practice of theſe good 
things, we may ſhew forth the divine purity. 
and benignity, we may advance and perfect 


the happineſs of our natures, and prove our- 


5 ſelves the children of God; ; that, as theſe. 


_ diving perfections demonſtrate the Saviour of 


the world to be the only Begotten of the Fa- 
ther, they may become the ground of an aſ- 
ſured confidence to us, that we are the friends 
of Chriſt, that, by reſembling him in what 
was his higheſt glory here, we may be found 


worthy to ſhare with him in endleſs and un- 
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God, of his infinite grace and ee e 


whereof, unto God only wiſe, Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed, as is due, all 1 
' praiſe, honour, power, and dominion, both 
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bring every one of us. In the humble [pos 15 Y 


now and evermore. 9 „ 
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 *REVEL ATION, chap. xiv. ver, 1. 


I HEARD 4 VOICE FROM HEAVEN, sAx- 


ING, BLESSED ARE THE DEAD WHO 
DIE IN THE LORD, FROM HENCEFORTH: 
EA, SAITH THE SPIRIT, THAT: THEY: 
MAT REST. FROM THEIR | ' LABOURS;' 
AND THEIR WORES Do. FOLLOW THEM. 


men may entertain of death, it was 
certainly meant by the great Author of nature 
as a real farour and advantage to the degene - 
rate poſterity of Adam. — Had the world con- 
tinued in its original ſtate of rectitude and 


Innocence, death ſhould have had no place 


amidſt the works of God ; but the ſyſtem of 
the moral world being ſhaken and Gale by 


- fin, it was neceſſary the beautiful and happy 


aden of external nature ſhould alſo give way, 


_ that <4 
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that ſome kind of proportion and analogy 


might ſtill be preſerved betwixt the conſtitu- 


tions of the natural and moral world. No 
fooner did man throw off that allegiance he 
owed to his Creator, but the whole frame of 
this. globe we now inhabit was immediately 


changed; the earth loſt its verdure and fruft- 
fulneſs, 5 ſoon became a barren waſte; it 

was ſubjected to earthquakes, ſtorms, peſti- 
lential blaſts, to internal and external fires. 
aud floods; and, inſtead of remaining a ſeat 
of pleaſure and enjoyment, became the woeful 


fource of diſeaſes: and diſappointments, tor- 


tures and anxieties ;/ and a whole deluge of 


natural and bitter evils overſpread the face of 
ihe earth. For man to have been eternally 


__ confined to this ruinous and melancholy habi- 


tation, at a diſtance from God, his chief 


good, and amidſt a world of creatures equally 


wretched and miſerable with himſelf, expoſed 


to numberleſs and daily diſquietudes, to rack- 


ing pains of body, and the more tormenting 


_ Influence of guilty thoughts, is a ſcene which 


L be fond of, and « 
man in his ſober ſenſes would den ende 


as an inſufferable curſe than a deſtrable blef- 
fing : So that death; which opens the — 5 
of this world, and lets us into another, is ſo 
far from —— enemy, that it is the oni 
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ment of the God of nature for the eularge- 
ment of ſuch creatures as would have been 


otherwiſe everlaſtiogly miſerable and unhappy. - 


It is true indeed, the beſt deſigns may be 
defeated, and a thing which is in itſelf good 
may, by imprudence and miſmanagement, be 
rendered the ſource of a great many real evils ; - 

ſo that although an impenitently wicked per- 


ſon has the greateſt reaſon to dread the con- 


ſequences of his departure from the preſent 
world, a good man can look upon it as a re- 
lief foonn his uneaſy priſon, and an introduc- 
tion to a ſtate of the moit bleſſed liberty, and 
the moſt exquiſite and boundleſs joy: Nor is 
the happineſs which reſults to a virtuous man 
from death merely fanciful and imaginary, but 
is declared to be real, ſolid and ſubſtantial, 
by thoſe inhabitants of heaven who rank: | 
needs know infallibly tbe truth of that of 


which they have the feeling and. exper iences - 


I heard a voice, ſays the apoſtle John, from 
heaven, ſaying, Bleſſed are the dead who die 
in the Lord, from henceforth: Vea, faith the 


Spirit, that they may reſt from their labours; 


and their works do follow them: Or, as it 

may be rendered in the original, They hence- 

forth reſt from their labours, aad their works 

follow them, —Which wor ds are part of 
| $i. 1 . 
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nion exhibited to the apoſtle 1585 a his 


baniſument in the iſle of Patmos, containing 
à repreſentation of the future ſtate of the 
Chriſtian church, in which he is made to ſee; 
that however the great enemy of Chriſt's 


Kingdom may be ſuffered to prevail and tri- 


umph for ſome time upon earth, yet the go- 
rernment of the Meſſiah ſhould at laſt get 
the better of him, and terminate in the ho- 
nour of God and the everlaſting happineſs of 


| thoſe who ſincerely love and obey him —Ang, 


though this prophecy is extremely dark and 
obſcare in ſeveral parts of it, as well as that 
of the prophet Daniel, of which it ſeems to 

2 cominuation, yet there appears to be no 


myſtery in that paſſage of it we have Juſt now. 
read, which aſcertains the truth of a moſt 


comfortable propoſition; a propoſition ' that 


muſt needs be the ground of the bigheſt com- 
fort to every good man who is concerned 


about a future exiſtence, and would wiſh to | 


- know whether it ſhall be happy or other- 
| wiſe: Blefſed are the dead who die in the 
Lord, from henceforth : Vea, faith the Spirit, 
. that they may reſt from their labours ; and 


their works do follow ee diſcourſing : 


from which words ſhall, 


«© 
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Firſt. Shew 1 it is to die! in 1 Lord, 
or who they are that FRO be p84 to die in 
_*thar manner. 3 
| Secondly, That dear to Xi 8 is {b 
| far from being a misfortune, that it is their 
| | greateſt happineſs and advantage. An 
| 1 
| Laſlls, Conclude with a few inferences y_ 
the whole. 


is to die in the Lord, or who they are h 
Ay be ſaid to die i in _ manner. 


In general, thoſe may 1 ſaid to die in 9 5 

Lord, who die in the faith of Chriſlianity, 

> who have perſevered in their obedience to the 

f goſpel to the laſt, in whom the habits of 

grace and virtue are ſtrong and vigorous, and 

who die in the. unſhaken hopes of obtaining 

| mercy from God, through the merits and 1 IN - 
„ recon of a Redeemer. 


In the firſt place, Thoſe 8 die in the 
Ty faith of the religion of Chriſt may be july 


' faid to die in the Lord. However a per ſua- 
5 ſion of the truths ol natural religion, and a 


conformity 


— 


— 


7 ain, in ihe firſt place; to flo What it 


SE 4 


—_ - 4226 bir K u O IX. 
| 5 conformity of our lives and tempers to the 
= | ſeveral duties of it, may, in ſome reſpect, 
conſtitute one a good man, yet there is ſome- 
thing further neceſſary to render him a good 
= \ Chriſtian, and intitle him to the happineſs of 
_ , dying at laſt in the Lord. Jeſus Chrift came 
Ii down from heaven not only to inculcate the = 
obligations of morality in a ſtronger and more 
diſtin light than ever they had been known, 
= fince human nature fell under its preſent de- 
1 pravity and corruption, and to enforce them 
4 by motives very different from thoſe which 
were diſcoverable by the light of nature, but 
alſo to propoſe and inforce a new principle of 
__ obedience, and to add to natural religion a 
few duties peculiarly adapted to our fallen 
ſtate, and ſuitable to the relation we ſtand in 
to that divine perſon who has generouſly 
undertaken to be our deliverer/—Accordingly, 
by Chriſtianity, a regard to the honour and 


neceſſary religious principle of all our actions 
and defigns : Whether ye eat or drink, or 
whatſoever ye do, do all to the glory of God. 
— And, belides the duties which by the re- 
ligion of nature we are bound to pay to God, 
ourſelves, and one another, by Chriſtianity . 
we are under a neceſſary” obligation to per- 


wn certain offices of regard to the Lord 


„„ Jeſus | 


2 


authority of God is always repreſented as the 


— 
- 


p 8 NY : 
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Jeſus Chriſt and to the Holy Spirit; and: um- 
leſs we are perſuaded that we are bound by 


the religion of: Chriſt to diſcharge theſe du- | 


ties in the manner they are there enjoined' us, 
we can have no title to the character of 
Chriſtians, or the privileges of ſuch at death. 
E Fhoſe to whom the evidences of Chriſtia- 


nity have never been fairly propoſed; cannot 
properly be ſaid to be Sabo for the guilt 
of — but ſuch as have lived under the 
diſpenſation of the goſpel: are indiſpenfibly 
bound to believe the ſeveral peculiar doctrines 
of it: And, if we are not apt to lock upon 
the whole revelation of Chriſt as a mere farce. 
and impoſture, we muſt needs be /perfuaded 


of the truth of what the Spirit of God has 
told us, by the mouth of the apoſtle, That 
_ without the faith of theſe, it is apoſible to 


pleaſe God, and that he that believes them 


not is in the high: way to deſtruftion. —Se 
that to die in the faith of Chriſſianity, and 
eſpecially in the faith of the peculiat᷑ and diſ- 
tinguiſhing doQrines of it, conſtitutes an ef- 


fential part of the character of the man who 


E T be. juſtly: ſaid to die in. che Lord. 


Secondly, That one may be ſaid to dle it in 


| the. Lord, he muſt per ſevere in the practice 
i en chri 


* vir tue to the laſt.— —1 


is nat 


enough 


= 
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vg that in ſome inſtances he has acted 
the faithful and the good part; he muſt be 
ſteady and uniform, unſhaken by every view 
either of temporal intereſt or diſadvantage, 
unawed by the fear of man, the terrors of 
perſecution, or the more fatal ridicule of a 
graceleſs world, and be above the power of 
diſcouragement from the difficulties that may 
caſt up in the way of the diſcharge of his re- 
ligious duty —He muſt be ſtedfaſt and im- 
— moveable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord; for it is he alone who endureth to the 
end, who can expect to be ſaved. If the righte- 
ous man forſaketh his righteouſneſs, and chm - 
mitteth iniquity, he ſhall ſurely die, ſays the 
great God, by the mouth of his prophet Eze- 
Eiel.—It is not a few pious reſolutions enter- 
ed into upon a particular occaſion, nor a few 
religious actions appearing: now and then in 
the courſe of one's life; far leſs is it the me- 
rit of a Chriſtian conduct dropt at pleaſure 
and forſaken, that can render a perſon the pro- 
per object of the divine favour,, or ſecure to 
him a place of reſt with Jeſus Chriſt in the 
other world. Perſons greatly ' miſtake the 
matter if they fancy, that, becanſe upon a 
death-bed they can poſſibly call to remem · 
brance a few remarkably good actions they 
P have — in TY diſtant * of life, 
. they 
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they may therefore confidently ſpeak peace to 
themſelves, and truſt to the divine acceptance, 


When perhaps in the greateſt and laſt ſtages of 
it they have obliterated the little merit of all 
they have ever done, by ſinking into indolence, 


or by giving themſelves up to the power of 
their own vicious appetites and affeftions,— 
Nor is it a leſs egregious inſtance. of folly to 


think, that becauſe one's confcience does not 


reproach him with the guilt of crimes in their 
nature more atrocious than ſome others, that 
therefore he is in no danger of incurring the 


divine diſpleaſure: No; theſe are by no 
means the terms of the goſpel-covenant, or 
the meaſures of divine approbation.ä Men 


were ſent into the world not merely to enjoß 
Exiſtence, but to be active in it. Chriſtianit 


1 5 is A life of action; by this God has aſſigned 7 . 


every man his work, which, when he has fi- 
niſhed, by the appointment of God himſelf, 


he muſt quit the ſtage.— So that while his life 
remains, the Chriſtian has always ſomething to 


do, and happy only ſhall that man be, who, 


| when his Lord comes, he ſhall find ſo doing. 
.. —— The religion of that man therefore who 
would-wiſh to die in the Lord muſt not con- 


liſt of ſingle, detached, diſtant acts of piety, 


_ juſtice, temperance, charity, or mercy, inter- 


 ſperſed with long intervals 


K 


8 
i 


of indolence, or 
| mixed 


- 
* 
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mixed with voluntary acts of vice, but mult | | 
be uniform and of a piece, and ſhould then 


operate and exert itſelf in the moſt vigorous 


and active manner, when he approaches to- 4 
Wards the laſt ſtage of life, that he may be able 


he to throw bimſelf into the arms of his Re- 


| deemer, and give up the ghoſt in full fait of 
of a happy meeting with Walen in the world 
ſpirits above. 


Ia the third Woes Oat down Beg 
actively, but habitually religious, if he would 
wiſh to die in the Lord: The firſt without 


_ _ the haſt will be of little uſe to us in the grand | 
concern of our future well- being: And in- 


dieed the practice of virtue is inculcated upon 
us principally with this view, that, by the 


conſtant and repeated acts of it, thoſe habits 
may be acquired, which form the new man, 
conſtitute a divine nature, and make us like 
to God. Without this we cannot be meet to 
join the ſociety of God and Chriſt, or live-in, 
the nation of holy angels and ſaints, in that 
place where no impure or unhallowed thing 
mall ever be allowed to enter, As there is 
an univerſal analogy to be obſerved among all. 
the works of God, the fame laws, fo far as 
the different ſubjects of them will allow, may 
| be wee pg oben? in * ſpiritual and ma- 
„„ terial 
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one another with the greateſt force, and where 

no oppoſing medium intervenes do either join 

in contact, or run up into one another; ſo there 
being a happy conformity of natures betwixt 1 
a good man, one who has the vigorous habits 
of grace and holineſs dwelling in him, and 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, they muſt needs mu- 
tually attract each other, if we may be al- 

| lowed to expreſs it ſo, and have a peculiar _ 
tendency one towards another: And when ſuch 
a heaven-born ſoul ſhall throw off its terreſ- _ 
trial body, and the remains of ſinful! corrup- | 
tion, which are the only mediums that inten- 


poſe betwixt Chrift and it, as there will be 


then nothing to prevent a bleſſed union, they 


will naturally run into one another, and be 


inſeparably united together to all eternity. f 

That a man therefore may die in the Lord,. 

he muſt ſtudy to adorn his ſoul with the ſe. 

| veral habits of virtue and goodneſs; and as 
this is not to be accompliſhed at once, it 

. by no means to be delayed to the cloſe 


x 


of life. —Habits of vice and virtue are not or- 


= 


terial worlds; and as ſimilar bodies attract Þ 


\. 
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dinaruy infufed but acquired, and acquired ' 


too only by conſtant repeated acts, ſuitable to 
their different natures.— And as Almighty 
God has given us an exiſtence here, that we 
may employ it in improving our minds into 
e iS ma + 
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an habitual ies: to his own 5 na- 
ture, the only ſafe and prudent courſe for us 
is, to begin by times to rectify the diſorders 
of our natures, to unlearn the habits of ſin, 
and by the unwearied practice of religious 
obedience to endeavour to obtain theſe divine 
habits and diſpoſitions which will effectually 
unite us to Chriſt, and give us the pleaſure- 


able proſpect of ching at laſt in the ord. 


i ſhall only add further, in the laſt place, 
That the man who dies in the Lord, dies in 
the joyous hope of obtaining mercy from Gad, 
through the merits and interceſſion of a Re- | 
deemer I call it hope rather than aſſurance, 
"becauſe in this laſt there are no degrees; 
| whereas the Chriſtian's hope of obtaining 
' mercy with God through Jeſus Chriſt is in 
fome caſes ſtronger, and in others weaker, as 
his conſciouſneſs of having acted up to the 
terms of the goſpel-covenunt is diſtinct or 
more obſcure. But whatever the degrees of 
His hopes are, they terminate in the free 
mercies of God. and are founded on the me- 
rits and mediation of his Saviour, — The 

man whoſe hopes are eſtabliſhed upon any 

other ground cannot be. thought to believe, 
far leſs can he be ſaid to fall in with the 
: chriſtian ſcheme of ſalvation, and, inſtead of 


Ty dying 


— 


tion, is to attempt to force our way to heaven, 


againſt the expreſs appointments of God him- 
ſelf, and is no leſs daring and preſumptuous, 
than fooliſh and abſurd. —He who commands 
the keys of the holy city, the new Jeruſalem 
above, will ſuffer none to enter but whom he- 
pleaſes; and none certainly can pleaſe him, 
but ſuch as come to him in the way that he 
has direted.—It is the indiſpenſible condition 
of our acceptance with God, that we believe 
in his Son Jeſus-Chriſt ; and we do all that is 
in our power to defeat the deſign of his me- 
diatorial office, if we preſume to think we 
ſhall be able to come unto the Father but in 
and through him.—80 that a religious truſt, 
and humble hope in the mercies of God, 


through the merits and mediation of Chriſt, 
is a AY diſpoſition. of mind in all thoſe 
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dying in rl he does not ſo much as live 
a Chriſtian.— For there is no other name given 
under heaven, whereby we can be ſaved, but 
the name of Chriſt; nor is it for any works 
of righteouſneſs which we have done, but ac- 
cording to his mercy, he ſaves us. Chriſt is 
always repreſented as the way, the only way 
to God and glory, and no man can come to 
the Father but in and by him: S0 that to 
place our confidence upon any other founda- 


1 a 


who would wiſh to be ſo happy as to die in 


* * 


- I ſhould now proceed to the ſecond thing- 
propoſed in the method, which was to ſhew, 
Thar death to ſuch perſons i is ſo far from be- 
ing a misfortune, that it is their act bleſ-. 
ſing and advantage; but this ſhall be the ſub- 
of the following diſcourſe. 
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R E VE LAT ION, chap. xiv. ver. 13. 


I HEARD A,VOICE. FROM HEAVEN, 341. 
| ING, BLESSED ARE THE DEAD WHG 
DIE IN THE Lok D. FROM HENCEFORTH ! 
YEA, SAITH THE OPIRIT, THAT THEY 


MAY REST FROM THEIR 'LABOURS;z. *' 


AND THEIR WORKS Do FOLLOW THEM. 


I N 3 from theſe words, 1 bro 
1 poſed, | 


In the gelt place, to Fa: What it is . 
die in the Lord, or who they are that oF 
be faid to die i in that manner. 7 


© Secondly, to make it aj wear, That 0 
to ſuch perſons is fo far from being a miſ. 
fortune, that it is their gran 9 and 0 


W 
K 4 |. And 
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And laſtly, To 3 * a few infe- 
rences from the whole. 


0 have already endeavoured to ſhew what is 
meant by dying in the Lord, or who they are 
_. who may be faid to die in that manner, —Upon 
this head Tobſerved, That thoſe may be ſaid to 
_ die in the Lord, who die in the faith of Chriſ- 

tianity; who have perſevered in their obedi- 
ence to the goſpel to the laſt ;—in whom the 
habits of grace and virtue are ſtrong and vi- 
gordus ;—and-who die in the.unſhaken hopes 

of obtaining mercy from God, through the 
merits and internen of a Redeemer. 


* 


1 opel now, in the ſecond place, to 
ſhew, That death to ſuch perſons is ſo far 
from being a misfortune, that it is their great 
eſt happineſs and Ante. 


If to have the medium med that inter- 
venes betwixt Chriſt and us; if to be deliver- 
ed ffom a body of ſin and death; to be freed 

from the chains of ſenſual lulls, turbulent 

paſſions, and diſtracting cares; to be ſet 
above the reach of fin in its temptations, in 

its infection, and in its conſequences; and if, 
in exchange for _ to return unto = 
an 


= 
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and be one with him, to participate. of every | 
divine pleaſure, and live in the, enjoyment, the 


: full enjoyment of our chief good to all eter- 


nity :—If theſe are bleſſings worthy of the 
moſt enlarged deſires of a rational ſoul, ſuch 


is the happineſs of the man who dies in the 


Lord.—But more particularly, their bleſſed- _ 
neſs is deſcribed to conſiſt in theſe two things: oo 
"Firſt, In reſting from their labours. | And, 


U 


Secondly, Their works follow them. 


Firſt, T hey reſt fn their labours: . | And 5 
| how very great a happineſs this is, every one 
muſt be ſenſible, who conſiders , what a va- 


riety of painful and laborious exerciſes his f 


condition ſubjects him to, in his preſent ſtate 
of diſtance and ſeparation from God. If we 
conſider him with regard to his natural wants, 


from the time he comes into the world till he 


leaves it, theſe find him a conſtant and un- 

avoidable employment, —To obtain the neceſ- 
fary ſupplies of food and raiment, what pains 
muſt he be at, what labour and fatigue muſt 
he undergo ?—How often muſt he rife early 
and fit up late, expoſe himſelf to noxious va- 

| pours and every inclement ſeaſon, and wear 
out 585 conſtitution in Parſuit of thoſe very 

e things 
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things by which he means to preſerve it, 
which at the ſame time are deſtroyed by being 
- uſed, and what has ſerved to ſatisfy his hunger 
and thirſt to-day, will by no. means anſwer 
the ſame purpoſes to-morrow ? So that a pers 
- fon muſt be continually involved in a repeti- 
- tion of the ſame painful and uneaſy exerciſes, 
and every day brings its own wants and its 
own labours along with it, —Nor is the caſe 
of that man more deſirable, to whoſe hands 
_ providence has laid a ſufficient competency of 
the neceſſary bleſſings of life :—For, though 
he may not be oppreſſed with wants of this 
kind, he will be ſure to labour under others, 
either real or imaginary, which will give him 
equal, if not greater diſturbance : The de- 
| fires of ambition, avarice, luxury, voluptu- 
ouſneſs, and the like, put him continually up- 
ona rack, and employ every active power. 
How many reſtleſs nights, how many anxious 
moments, does he paſs in running the fooliſh 
errands of theſe imperious maſters ?—A cap- 
tive in Turkey is not in truth a more pitiable 
object than he who is a ſlave to his own paſ- 
ions; and one ungretified Juſt, like a ſingle 
thorn in the fleſh, is enough to deſtroy all the 
other pleaſures and happineſs of life. 


But, 


* 
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2 


But, beſides theſe 2 90 rx ack 
buues: Which our conditions i in the world ex- 
Poſe us to, or our own reſtleſs and unbounded 
deſires involve us in, there are others incident 


to our conſtitutions, as creatures compoſed of _ 


body and ſpirit, which we can neither prevent 
nor remedy.— Our ſouls are here, as it were, 
incruſted with matter, and confined in priſons 
| of clay: Theſe our habitations of earth are 
| the ſource of numberleſs pains, diſtreſſes and 
calamities to us, and make it impoſſible, A 
while we continue in them, to attain to per- 
fect bappineſs and tranquillity.— The human 
body, in its infant ſtate, is open and tender, 
extremely liable to be put into the utmoſt diſ- 
order, by rubs or compreſſions from without, 
or the irregular motion of the fluids from 


within. — The ſeveral elements of earth and 


air, fire, and water, however neceſſary in 
| themſelves to life, are nevertheleſs, ' by a 
wrong application of them, ſufficient to pro- 


duce a total diſſolution. What an almoſt in- 
finite variety of diſeaſes are incident to youth ® _ | 


inſomuch that it is. obſerved, one half of the 
human ſpecies is generally cut off before they 
attain to the age of twenty, and a much 
greater number are found to die under two 
yr of age, than at any other period what- 
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ſoever : Nay, and of thoſe whoſe al : 
bring them up to man, how few are there 


who b paſs even that which ſhould be the moſt 
vigorous ſtage of life, without a variety of 
painful feelings and complaints, and at laſt go 


down through the languid infirmities and 


_ weakneſſes of old age, with pain and anguiſh, 


to the grave. Theſe are but a very few of. 


the natural evils which we are unavoidably 


obliged to ſubmit to, and labour under in the 


Preſent world: and ſurely, there is no man, 
if he is not under the power of the greateſt 
infatuation, ſo fond of wretchedneſs, as not 
to wiſh to be delivered from them. We are 


naturally diſpoſed to avoid every thing that 


gives us uneaſineſs, but very frequently by 
endeavouring to ſhun one kind of pain we fall 


precipitately into another: Nor is it conſiſtent 


with the ſtate of diſcipline we are in, to be al- 
together exempted from thoſe chaſtiſements, of 
- which; by the appointment and wiſe conſtitu - 
tion of God, we are all partakers: Man that 
is born of a woman is born to troubles, as 
naturally and neceſſarily as the ſparks fiy up- 


ward. Our bodies are the occaſion of a great 


many of the calamities we meet with; and as 


death only can ſet us free from theſe cottages 
of Clay, theſe unhappy companions who have 


; gin us ſo many reſtleſs and uneaſy moments 
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| ſinde we firſt came to be united to them, ſure 


a good man muſt nceds regard, this event as 


the moſt bleſſed circumſtance that can happen 
to him, ſince it will at once put an end to all 
bis miſeries, and introduce him to that hap- 


py place where the wicked ceaſe n trou- WW 


blings. and the Ay are at reſt. 

ee 10 we > ee man with W. to 
his moral or ſpiritual wants, which ſeem to 
conſiſt in theſe two; the want of knowlege, 
-and the want of holineſs or rectitude; we 
ſhall find that, in order to ſupply theſe, he 
muſt neceſſarily be engaged in an endleſs va - 
' riety of the moſt painful and laborious exer- 
ciſes. The ſoul of man, as it is an emanation 
from God, muſt needs be poſſeſſed of all that 

 knowlege that. is ſuitable to a ſpirit of ſuch a 
particular rank and order; its faculties muſt 
be ſtrong. and vigorous, its operations natu- 
rally briſk, and lively, and, like its original, 
divine ;—But alas! how is it at preſent bam- 
pered and confined by that material compa- 
nion which jt carries about with it, whoſe 
parts are ſtiff and unwieldy, whoſe organs 
are clumſy and indelicate, and whole texture 


and complexion is ſuch, as to prove the occa- 


ſion of very little pleaſure, but is ſure to 
| give a great deal of pain to its ſpiritual, and 
5 divine 


. 


f 
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divine inhabitant ?—Wirth what labour Pry 


; divine and human ſcience ? What doubtful- 
neſs attends its moſt important concluſions, 


Intereſting truths, covered with obſcurity, 


powers? Whereas, when it is ſet free from 
this earthly cottage, its ſpriog ſhall immedi- 


ſtored to their original tenſion, its underſtand- 


in its inquiries after knowlege; with how 
much reaſon, I ſay, may he rejoice at the ap- 


Tm et it welcome as his __— frond 5 


— * Kane err of heart, however ſome men may 


i chere is not any conſideration gives the good 
man à mare exquiſite. pain, or throws his 


$40 


it exert itſelf in the acquiſition of knowlege ? 
With what difficulty does it attain to cer- 
tainty, even in the moſt neceſſary branches of 


and with what pain does it behold numberleſs 
and placed beyond the reach of its contraſted 


ately unbend. itſelf, its faculties ſhall be re- 


ing ſhall take in the univerſe, and all its ex- 
erciſes ſhall be equally cafy and delightful. — 
With how much reaſon therefore may the 
man, who laments over the darkneſs. of 
His. own mind, and is conſcious of the diffi- 
culties which attend the progreſs of the foul - 


proaches of death, regard it as a bleſſing, 


more: "lg to che want of data. 


make themſelves perfectly caſy upon this head, 


3 | 
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thoughts into à more ſenſible difireſs To 
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think that he* has defaced that divine image _ 5 Y 


which was the glory of his original nature, 


and, in exchange for it, put on the dreſs of. 


hell, and formed himſelf to the ſimilitude of 


the Devil; that he has broke looſe from tile 


family of God, and given himſelf a flave to 
the impetuous paſſions of his o] ſinful heart, 


and thereby not only alienated from himſelf 
the affections of his Maker, but expoſed him- 


felf to all the effects of his higheſt diſpleaſure 
and indignation: Theſe are reflections which 
a man muſt needs be doubly dead in fin Who 


| ean bear, without the moſt cutting feelings of 


remorſe, and the ſevereſt throws of deep con- 


trition and repentance.— The good man can 


never be eafy, while he is ſenſible that things 


are in ſuch a ſituation with him; and there- © 
fore, notwithſtanding the vaſt difficulty of the 
attempt, he immediately ſets about a reforma- 


| tion, enters boldly upon this chriſtian war- 


fare, and reſolves not to be diſcouraged till 


he has got the better of his ſpiritnal enemies; 


till he has purified himſelf from all filthineſs. 


| 


: 
i 
: 
: 
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i 
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of the fleſh and ſpirit, and perfected hoſinefs 


in the fear of God. — And as this important 15 


work eannot be finiſhed or compleated till 


death, no wonder that he ſhould paſſionately 


mies 
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mies ſhall be everlaſtingly_ fbdued; and rife 
no more to give him any future diſturbance. 
No wonder that he ſhould look upon death as 
an unſpeakable benefit and advantage, ſince 
it is by this, and this only, he can be ſet free 


from the painful labours of mortification and 


ſelf-denial, patience and forgiving of injuries, 
and all the other difficult duties of the chriſ- 
tian. life, and ſhall enter upon that eternal 
ſabbath of reſt, where holineſs ſhall cover him 
as a garment, and every 0 exerciſe ſhall | 
be equally eaſy and entertaining. 


: ; But, f in the ſecond place, Thoſe who die in 
the Lord have this further advantage, that | 
their works ſhall follow them.—Though a2 


good man is ſeldom fond of ſhew and oſtenta- 
tion, and does not, like the Phariſees of old, 


perform good works merely to be ſeen of men; 


yet when, in obedience to the goſpel of his 
Redeemer, he makes his light to ſhine, with 

this view, that others, obſerving his good and 
virtuous converſation, may glorify their hea- 
venly Father; it cannot well miſs to give him 
—— meaſure of uneaſineſs to find that his 


5 beſt actions are overlooked and deſpiſed, much 


more if they are miſconſtructed and condemn- 
ed: But, even in this caſe, he has the de- 
e en to think, * God, fre 

ſees 
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' ſees" the heart; "underſtands the moſt ſecret 
ſprings of action; and is the _ proper 7 
| . of their real value, will not be unmindful 
his work and labour of love; but that his 
good actions ſhall follow him into the other 
world, come up in remembrancè before God, 
and be declared by Chriſt in che hearing E 
angels and men at the laſt day; as the fouti- 
dation of that bleſſed” ſentence by which his 
future happineſs ſhall be eternally ſealed and 
| "ſecured to him. Beſides, as à truly good 
man will be anxiouſly diſpoſed to recommend 
religion and the ways of God to others, ſo if 


deavouts to enlarge the Mediator's kingdom. 
it muſt give him infinite pleaſure to meet with 

ſuch in — world of ſpirits above, who! have, 

been his workmanſhip in "Chriſt Jefus, who ; 
| ſhall be for a joy and rejoicing to him in the 
day of the Lord, and ſhall enhance the value 
of the crown that ſhall be given him by the 


thoſe who turn many to righteouſneſs ſhall 


ſhine as ſtars of ne. firſt, Eee! «4 | 
| 5 ver and: ORE: ; 


| - Theſe are n of: the eee aan 
: "aged which death brings along with it to a 
good man; it eus a way Wen he gets 

wo Vor. II. II. L. 5 abore 5 


he has been at any time ſucceſsful in his en- 185 


God and Father of all, who has declared; that 


— ——— 
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above the reach of ſin and ſorrow, and every 
natural and moral evil, frees him from all the 


labours and embaraſſinents of a weary miſer- 


able world, puts an end to all his pains and 
ſufferings, and fixes him for ever an inhabi- 
tant of that bleſſed city whoſe builder and 


maker is God, whoſe gates are of pearl, and 
the ſtreets of pure gold, as it were tranſparent 
glaſs; where there is no need of the ſun, nei- 


ther of the moon, to ſhine in it, for the glo- 
ry of God enlightens it, and the Lamb is the 
Tight thereof; and where God ſhall wipe 


away all tears from their eyes; and there ſhall 


be no more death, neither ſorrow nor crying, 


neither ſhall pain have place there any more: 


— 8 true is the obſervation, that they reſt 


from their labours, and their works follow 
them. — But to conclude, From what has been 
e we may obſerve, SAM 


* 


In the firſt place, The infinite goodneſs of 
God in appointing death for a relief to his 


creatures from the pains and miſeries of an 
uncomfortable world. However fond we may 


be of life upon our firſt coming into it, while 


every thing has the charms of novelty and 
beauty to recommend it, yet how very ſoon 
do * recommendations ceaſe to- operate 


1 hat which was beautiful either 
loſes. 


s .: -4 
; 13 1 


e „„ ; | * 1 | . 33 
TJ 
loſes its comelineſs, or our reliſh for it changes, 
and the ſhort-lived. good expires; that which 
= was new becomes familiar, and familiarity 
| | begets contempt.— And indeed, what is this : 
preſent life we put ſuch a value on but a naut. 
ſeous repetition of the ſame dull pleaſures and < 
laborious exerciſes, reſt relieving us from the - 7 
pains of motion, and motion from the weari- . 
neſs of. reſt, ſleep ſucceeding watchfulneſs, 
and watchfulneſs ſucceeding ſleep ; ſo that by 7 
the time a man attains to old - age, it is ten to 
one, but he is heartily weary of it: And, if 
we add to this, that there are indeed very 
few truly happy moments to be met with in 
the courſe of the longeſt life, human happfßi -“ 
neſs amounting to little more than the bare 
abſence of pain, which, from the multiplici ?- 
ty of our deſires, and the number of our diſ- 
appointments, we cannot expect to be long 
or frequently free from; not to mention the 
infinite variety of unfortunate accidents we are 
every moment expoſed to from without, fromm 
the air we breathe in, the food we eat, ile 
| . neighbours we live among, and even from tze 
unavoidable wear and decay of our conſtitu- : 
tions.—If we conſider theſe things, and at 
the ſame time obſer ve how much life is che- 
quered, or rather abſolutely filled up, with 
ſuch diſagreeable and unhappy. incidents, we _T 
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" muſt needs acknowledge the infinite goodneſs 

. of God, in that he has not obliged us to drag 
out ſuch a miſerable life to eternity, but has 
appointed death as a relief to us from our la- 
bours, and prepared a reſt for us with himſelf, 


when this wretched and „ ſcene 
ball come to en end. > 


Io the "En place, we may | ahi How 
little reaſon a good man has to be afraid of 
geath.— lt is ſo far from being his enemy, that 
it brings him a reprieve, opens the priſon 
doors, and $ him with eternal liberty 
- and freedaw.—lt is true indeed, moſt men 
are apt to conſider death in a very different 
point of light, and perhaps there may be 
” way good reaſons aſſigned for thoſe natural 
fears that are to be found in the human breaſt 
. of this univerſal deſtroyer . Did not death 
- appear formidable to the minds of men, they 
JED would take the benefit of it, to de- 

themſelves from every flight misfortune - 
or tranſient inconſiderable evil, and thus de- 
feat the deſign of theſe providential diſpenſa- 


TOE tions which are intended for the trial and im- 


provement of the human ſoul, and break looſe 
into the other world, before they had attain- 
ed to that habitual reflitude of nature, which 
* can . them for the ey 0 

. | ”_ 
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the juſt above Bout thoogh the great Author 


of nature has thus in ſome meafure fecured a 5 f 


. reſignation to his will, on the part of his crea - 


tures — by inſpiring them with an awful 
dread of this king of terrors 

niſned his good: pleafore-in' his own people in 
this world; he ſmooth: 

of death, om gives him the air aud 

ance of a friend; ſo that illey chearfully 
commit themſelves unto his conduct, being 
perſuaded, they ſhalt'be conveyed! vnhurt to 


| thoſe manfions of peace aud reſt}: where they | 


Tg dwell ereila(tohſdy with G04. 


In the third . Since Searls: odio 4 | | 


to all, but a real benefit an to the virtuous 
and good, how careful ſhould every one of us 


be to live the life of the righteous, that we 
may die the death of the godly ?—Could we, 
on the one hand, paint to ourſelves in proper 
colours the tings and upbraidings, the ter - 
rors and tortures, the confuſion and ame- 
ment af a guilty conſcience ſtepping into eter - 
nity; and, on the other, the chearful hopes, 


the lively actings of faith, the divine ſerenity 


and extatic Joys of a good man committing- 


5 | his ſoul to God i in Chriſt at death, we ſhould © 


think it well worth the beſt care and endea- : 


vour of our Whole lives to avoid the one and 


L © „ on ae 


yet having fi. 
1s the rugged features 
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Ren 
obtain the other. But, ſince this cannot be 
done but by faith in Chriſt and obedience to 

ais goſpel, let us ſtudy to form ourſelves up- 

a on the plan of Chriſtianity, to tranſplant the 

_ graces and virtues of it into our own hearts 

' and lives, and by the conſtant exerciſe of in- 

tegrity, juſtice, temperance, charity and 
mercy, let us labour to acquire that divine 

OS rectitude of heart, which will render us the 
proper objects of the favour and love of God, 

* that, having finiſhed our courſe on earth to 

the approbation and good-liking of our Crea- 
tor, we may die in Chriſt at the laſt, and be 
for ever with the Lord in heaven, May God 
himſelf grant this to be our happineſs, and 
to his name be praiſe. „ to hed, | 
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-HEBREWS, chap. ix. ver. 25. 


Ann UNTO THEM THAT Look rox Erie 
SHALL HE APPEAR THE SECOND ns | 
W e REM, UNT Weir 


25 
. 4 S3 4 & 


HEN the Lind d Jeſus Chrift c. nad 


in the form of a fareant; but in a ſtate of the 
loweſt wretchedneſs and contempt, and all his 


in the world, he not only appeared 5 12 


glory and excellence were veiled in fleſh and ) 


blood: His proud and mercileſs enemies were 
then ſeen triumphing over him on the croſs, | 
and with the moſt opprobrious language in- 

"ſulting a character that was not at liberty to 
vindicate itſelf, or aſſert its own original and 
godhead,—Bur ſure * rw * * 8 
4, 55 
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no longer over the head of our generons and 
_ adorable Redeemer :—The time approaches 
urn with the higheſt dignity 
And honour, when thoſe by whom he was de- 
ſpiſed and rejected on earth ſhall be proud to 
claim the moſt diſtant kindred and relation to 
him, and when we ſhall behold. his enemies 
dragged at the wheels of his triumphant cha- 
riot : For behold the Lord cometh, he cometh 
in ſolemn majeſty to judge the earth; he ſhall 
judge the world with righteouſneſs and the 
people with, truth. As there is not any event 
in the whole courſe of providence in which 
each; of us Bas a more intereſting concern, 
chan ia the ſecond coming of the Son of God, 

it muſt needs be greatly uſeful to us to make 

this ſubject, by frequent and ſerious meditation, 
familiar to our thoughts: Let us therefore ſet 
apart a few: moments for the purpoſe of this 
important contemplation, and with the eye 
of faith lifted up to heaven, let us take a view 
of our aſcended Saviour in that peculiarly af- 
fkeding point of: light in which he will appear 
when he ſnall come to judge the world in 
righteouſneſs, and to ſnake terribly the earth. 
We are told in the words juſt now read, 
That unto them who: look for him, he will 

appear the ſecond time without ſin n fal- 
855 tien“ ä & l 8 
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+ ſhall, in the far place, ſhew, What i is 
5 plied f in looking for the de cy * 
any Lord Jelvs. Chriſt. 


1 x mall ph Wo to 1 2 
manger. of his ape at * time. . al 


- Thirdly, 1 ſhall explain the nature e of that 
revard: which he, will bring along with him, 
when he comes the ſcan Hts WISE he 
0 labratione, | And 5 


| Laſtly; Maks ome rat improvemens 
of Ws, Ahold ee | 8 


2k am, in 75 ft. 1 to 3 What i is 
implied in looking for the ſecond coming of 


ibs Lord Jeſus Chriſt. —This expreſſion natur 
rally ſuggeſts to our thoughts the two fol- 
lowing particulars: Firſt, A. confident belief 


and full perſuaſion, that he has not for ever 
abandoned this lower world and all its con- 


cerns, but that he will, at one time or other, 


return to judge the inhabitants of it, and to 
render unto every man according to bis works. 
- —Secondly, Such a fixed, habitual and ope- 
rative perſuaſion. of this, as to lead men to a 
Proper, * nn Pan, for it. 
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In the firſt place, To look for the coming 
of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt implies a confident 
belief and full perſuaſion, that he has not for 
ever abandoned this lower world and all its 
concerns, but that he will, at one time or 
other, return to judge the inhabitants of it, 
and to render unto every man according to 
his works: Which faith in the ſecond 
coming of the Son of God, is founded upon 
the-nature of his goyernment and the expreſs 
teſtimony of God himſelf. We are aſſured by 
the authority of the Holy Ghoſt, that the 
Father hath committed all power and domi- 
nion to the Son, hath conſtituted him King 
and head over all things, for the benefit of his 


church; and as a reward for his faithfulneſs, 


and obedience to the death, has greatly ex- 
© alted him, and given him a name above every 
name, or an authority ſuperior to every other 
delegated authority, that at the name of Je- 
' ſus every knee might bow, and every tongue 
confeſs, to the honour of God the Father.— 
This dominion veſted in the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, he himſelf acknowledged upon his 
trial' before the Roman Governor, when ex- 
plaining the nature of his kingdom he told 
him, that it was not of this world: And 
being aſked, Whether he was then * | 
| i 5 . 
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He a Thou ſayeſt that I am a king, 
or, I am a king as thou ſayeſt; to this end 
was I born, and for this canſe came I into 
the world. In conſequence of this power, he 
| exerciſes a ſovereign authority over the earth, 
has gathered together a onſiderable number 

= oo bjects, formed them into a ſociety, call- 
24 by the name of his church; has given 
them a ſyſtem of laws highly ſpiritual and 
refined, laws which extend not only to the 
ne manners and converſation, but affect 
the conſcience, and ſerve to direct the thoughts, 


the temper and affections of the human heart, 


and has inforced theſe by the moſt powerful 
and proper ſanctions. Now the great end of 
eee makes it neceſſary that the con- 
duct of ſubjects ſhould be carefully inquired 
into, and rewards and puniſhments diſpenſed, 
according to the merit or demerit of indivi- 


duals: The office therefore, and character of 


Chriſt, lead us to conclude, that he will 


. Honer or later bring the world to a ſolemn 1 8 


trial, make a proper diſtinction betwixt the 
: righteous and wicked, and render unto ever' 


man according to his works. — But as his king- 


dom is not of this world, ſo neither are the 
ſanctions of it merely temporal, or confined 
to the preſent ſtate of things :—Accordingly 
5 5 find, 1 855 as to the — of plea- 


| ſure 
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| ſure and pain, happineſs and miſery, the ad- 
_ miniſtration of the Mediator's government. is 
here carried on in a manner quite unintelli- 
- Bible to us; but the ſentiments. we naturally 
entertain of the inviolable equity of Him who 
is the judge of all the earth give us ground 
to believe, that, at ſome future period, theſe 
_ ſeeming inconſiſtencies in the moral govern- 
ment of Chriſt will be happily cleared up and 
ſet to rights, when his juſtice ſhall ſhine forth 
as the ſun, and his righteouſneſs for ever and 
ever. Then may we expect to fee the Son of 
Man return, cloathed.in all the glory of his 
heavenly Father, vi MERGERS with an in- 
numerable hoſt of holy angels, to diſpenſe 
_everlaſting life to thoſe. who, by a patient 
continuance in well-doing,. have ſought for 
glory, honour and immortality, but indigna- 
tion and wrath, tribalation and anguiſh to 
every. ſoul of man that is contentious, and 
refuſes to obey the truth. Upon theſe foun- 
,  dations do we expect the ſecond coming of 
the Son of God; and the end and nature of 
his kingly government, with the known cha- 
racter and righteouſneſs of the. Meſſiah, give 
us no. reaſon to fear a diſappointment.—It is 
true, the princes of the world, who cannot 
poſſibly attend to every circumſtance that caſts 
up in the courſe of their earthly, goveruments, 
1 s 
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are obliged; in many inflances, to commit the 


execution of "their laws ro:the. care of. inferi ot 5 
magiſtrates, to whom they delegate their 


power, and ſet apart for that very purpoſez _ 


and if we had any reaſon to believe that Chriſt 
Jeſus would act in that manner, and commit 


the final judgment of the world to the admi 


niſtration either of ſaints or angels, the cer- 
tainty of a future judgment would give us no 
certain ground to look for the ſecond coming 
of our bleſſed Saviour. And indeed, there is 


a paſſage in the firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians, 


Chap. vi. ver. 2. where the apoſtle ſeems to 
infinuate that this will be the caſe in fact; 
Do ye not know, ſays he, that the ſaints ſhall 
judge the world. And adds, in ver. 3. Know 
ye not, that we "ſhall judge angels. — Ia the 

mean time, as Scripture is the beſt interpreter 


of itſelf, if we compare theſe: words wick 


what our Lord himſelf ſays, in Matthew, 
chap. xix. ver. 28. we muſt needs be ſenſible, 
that however the ſaints, after their trial is 
over, ſhall be admitted to the honour of act- 
ing as afſeſſors*to Chrift, yet he himſelf ſhall 
preſide" in this awful judgment, ſhall be ſet 
upon the throne of his glory, and ſhall 
from his own mouth pronounce thoſe deciſive. 
ſentences which will for ever determine the 
fate both of his friends and enemies, —Nay, 
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that this final judgment ſhall be executed by 
the immediate agency of Chriſt himſelf, is un- 
deniably evident from a great many expreſs 
teſlimonies of Holy Writ: We are told, that 
God hath appointed a day in which he will 
judge the world by that man whom he hath 
ordained, whereof he hath given aſſurance to 
all men, by raiſing him from the dead: That 
we mult all appear before the judgment - ſeat 
of Chriſt, to anſwer for the actions done by 
us in the body, whether. good or bad. —Our 
Saviour himſelf hath told us, That, at the 
great day, many ſhall come to him, ſaying, 
Lord, Lord, have we not propheſied in thy 
name, in thy name caſt aut devils, and done 
many wonderful works? To whom he ſhall 
ſay, Depart from me, ye curſed, into ever- 
laſting fire, prepared for the Devil and his 
angels. — And in the fifth chapter of the Goſ- 
i. pelaccordingto John and twenty- ſecond verſe, 
dae aſſures us, That the Father judgeth no 
man, but hath committed all judgment to the 
Son. —Likewiſe, in the twenty-ſeventh verſe 
of the ſixteenth chapter of Matthew, we are 
told, That the Son of Man ſhall come in the 
glory of his Father, with his angels, afid then 
: ebe reward every man according to his 
works. - Now, were there no other evidence 
to convince us that Jeſus Chriſt will. come 
. J re again 


1 
1 


again to judge the world, his own teſtimony 

is abundantly ſufficient : to remove all our 
doubtfulneſs upon that ſubject; his promiſes 

| are Yea and Amen, and nothing of what he 
has ſpoken ſhall ever fall to the ground. 

There ſeem to be only two things neceſſarx 

to perſuade us, that a promiſe ſhall be accom- 

pliſhed ; the veracity of him who makes it, 

and his power or capacity to put it in execu- 

tion. —If we examine the character of Chriſt ; 

from the hiſtory of his life in the goſpels, it 
is undeniably evident that he was a perſon of g 
the moſt diſtinguiſhed honeſty and faithfulneſs; 

D that in all caſes he paid the moſt ſacred re- 

| gard to truth and to his word; — that he : 

never promiſed any thing but what he was LY 
ſure to fulfil; nay, and that even theſe pro- i 

miſes of his which ſeemed to imply a natural 

| impoſſibility, were nevertheleſs:accompliſhed, + 

to the no {mall aſtoniſhment of thoſe who had 
occaſion to obſerve it.— If therefore all his 
promiſes: with relation to things that are al? 
ready paſt, have been faithfully and exactly 

fulfilled, we have not the leaſt reaſon o 
5 Er the accompliſhment of thoſe which re- | 

| Ipectevents yet to be brought about: And. 
| with regard to the point in queſtion, | his 

coming again to judge the world at the laſt 

day, every circumſtance concurs to convince 

Fen a | . 5 us, ; 
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us, that he is ſufficiently qualified to execute 
this great purpoſe in all the parts and branches 
of it.— He has. given us already ſeveral con- 
vincing ſamples of his power to raiſe the dead; 
has made it appear, while he dwelt among 
men, that he knew what was in man, and is 
intimately acquainted with all their actions, 
thoughts, principles, and ſeveral characters; 
 _— has demonſtrated by his conduct, that he is 
poſſeſſed of all that . goodneſs and humanity 
of temper, which diſpoſe- him not to be over 
rigorous in the executions of his juſtice, but 
to make proper allowances for the natural 
weakneſſes of his creatures, and the force of 
unavoidable temptations; and has left us no 
room to doubt of his power to reward or 
Puniſh, according to every man's circum- 
ſtances and deſert; for ſure, he to whom 
the winds and the ſeas are all obedience and 
ſubmiſſion, has a ſovereigu command over all 
the parts of nature, can make them ſubſervi- 
ent to his purpoſes, and execute the pleaſure 
of his will.—Accordingly we are told, That 
he has the keys of heaven and of bell, that 
he openeth when no man ſhutteth, and ſhut- 
teth when no man can open.— All which con- 
ſiderations make it abundantly evident, that 
be is every way well qualified to be the 0 


oF 3 . ſince he, who is 
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be properly ſaid, in the language of the . 1 


5 plies ſuch a faith in his ſecond coming, as will 
diſpoſe us tp make the moſt proper and ſuit- 


8 E R M 0 N xl. 161 , 2 
truth itſelf has promiſed, that he will come 9 
again for that awful purpoſe, one muſt do a I 
violence to the frame of his own mind, who 
refuſes to give his aſſent to it. We cannot 
therefore help being perſuaded, that the Son 
of God, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, will, at one 
time or other, return to judge the world; 
and while we believe this, we may in ſo far 


2 


to o look for bim at, 


4 


bs the ſecond place, To look for Chriſt; im- 7 


able preparations for it.— There are a great 
many facts in which we have no manner of 


concern, the faith of which therefore can 


never put in motion any of our ative powers; 


but ſure, if there ever was or can be an event 


in which we have the higheſt intereſt, it is 
this ſecond coming of the Son of Ged js 
that, if our faith in it does not put us upon | 
the moſt effectual meaſures to ſecure the fa. 


vour of our Judge, we cannot expect to ſhare = 
in that falvation which he has promiſed to — 
them who look for his appearance.—Faith, f 


accor ding to the apoſtle James, without works, , : 
is dead, and is ſo far from being really uſeful, 


| be it can only ferye to e our guilt, 
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and enhance our condemnation.— The devils 


believe that Chriſt will return to judge them, 
and this faith fills them with fear and trem- 


bling.— If our belief therefore of this impor- 


tant article or doctrine of Chriſtianity is not 
accompanied with a holy caution and circum- 


ſpection, and with the moſt vigorous efforts to 
Faiſh and diſcharge that work which God has 


given us to do, it will be ſo far from afford- 
ing us any comfortable proſpect, that it will 
ſink us into deſpair, and plunge us in the 


deepeſt dilireſs :—Whereas, if it is of an 


operative kind, and powerfully diſpoſes us to 
_ cleanſe ourſelves from all filthineſs of the fleſh 
and ſpirit, and to perfect holineſs in the fear of 
God ; if it ſhall make us ſcrupulouſly watchful 
over our own hearts and lives, and inſpire us 

with an anxious concern to approve ourſelves 
to God the great Judge of all, we ſhall then be 


found among the happy number of thoſe who | 


are. looking for .the ſecond coming of their 


ble ſſed 5 and Saviour, and to whom he 


Will appear at that time, without ſin, unto 
ſalvation. — Which briags me to the 


5 Second thing propoſed in the method, 
which was, To deſcribe the manner. of his 
appearance, or inquire into the ſtate and con- 


dition in which he is pp but 2 
al | 


: 5 , 555 
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mall be the fubject of the following diſcourſe, 


aud hall therefore at this time conclude with 


all obſervation or two from what has been al- 
ready aid. And, in the | 


Firſt cities; we may obſerve, That we are 
here in a ſtate of dependence and ſubjection, 
are under the direction and authority of an- 
other, and are accountable to him for all our 
words, actions and deſigns.— Though this is 
an unqueſtionable truth,, the condu& of tha 
generality of men leaves no room to think, 
that it is the prevailing” ſentiment of their 
hearts. We live as if we were our own maf- 
ters, and had no other ſuperior or lord over 
us; we feel no reſtraints upon the exercife of 
our own wills, nor are we ſenſible of any in- 
terpoſition from without, except what ariſes 
from the nature and tendency of our actions 
themſelves, to correct us when we do ill, or 
to encourage and reward us when we do 


otherwiſe; hence we are apt to forget our de- 


pendent ſtate, and to check every foreboding 
of a future retribution that may occafionally 


offer itſelf to our thoughts: What the conſe- _ 


quence of this ſhall be that day will declare 


when the ſecrets of all hearts ſhall be laid 05 
open, and every man ſhall receive. according . 


to 0 the IG: he bas done in the body, whe- 
. 


— 
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ther they be good or bad Far though the 
ſupreme Judge of the univerſe does not im- 


mediately reward every particular act of vir- 


tue, or puniſh every act of vice, yet, if we 
have reaſon to believe that once for all, at 


the end of the world, he will make an eter- 


nal ſeparation berwixt the righteous and 
wicked, will receive the one into his everlaſt- 
ing embraces; and condema the other to end- 
leſs. miſery and torment, we mult needs con- 
clude, that we are at preſent in a ſtate of trial, 
and the ſubjects of a moral government; that 
we are therefore bound, with the greateſt at- 


tention, to ſtudy the will of our ſuperior, to 
make our own wills run up into his, and to live 


in ſuch a ſenſe of our dependence on him here, 


as to have no cauſe to be afraid or aſhamed to 
. appear before him when he comes to, judg- 


ment. | 


la the 88 place, 3 what * blen 


1 5 aid it appears, that this ſuperior, to whom 


we are now in a ſtate of ſubjection, is none 
elſe but the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, he who for- 
merly appeared in all the. lowlineſs and humi- 
lity of a ſervant, and went through a ſcene of 


the deepeſt and moſt complicated diſtreſs ; he 


who when upon earth had nothing that he 


could call his own, no not ſo much — A * 
| > , Upon 
2 
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upon which to reſt his head; and who, upon 


theſe accounts, was deſpiſed and rejected of 


men, and at laſt ſuffered a moſt cruel, infa- 


mous and accurſed death, is now made Lord 


and head over all things, has all authority, 
dominion and power, both in heaven and on 


_ earth, and is exalted at the Father's right- 5 


hand, to give repentance and remiſſion of 
ſins to all who believe on his name. To him 


is committed the government of the worlds, 


and theſe he will continue to govern till the 


conſummation of all things, when he will give 
up the dominion into the hands of God the 

Father, and God ſhall be all in all. If this 
therefore is the cafe with Chriſt, ſure we have 
no reaſon to be aſhamed of our crucified Lord 


and maſter : If he is the man whom God de- 


lighteth to hanour, we ſhould endeavour to 


honour him likewiſe, by a holy, chearful-and 
ſubmiſſive regard to all the known ſiguifica- 
tions of his will: f we thus honour him be- 


fore men, we ſhall be honoured by him before 
his Father and the holy angels that are in hea-, 


ven. God himſelf grant that this may be 
the caſe, and to his name e be praiſe. 
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HEBREWS, chap. ix. ver. 28. 


Ax D UN To THEM THAT £66x FOR HIM _ 
SHALL HE APPEAR THE SECOND TIME, 7 


WITHOUT he” UNTO SALVATION. 


do the following things ; 


Firk, To ſhew what is implied in fookitigt 1 
for the ſecond coming of the Lord Jeſus EN 


Chriſt. 


- Jodogithy; - To. deſcribe the manner of iy 8 


appearance at that time, = 


M4 "Thirdly, 


i 
5 wo 
. 2 4 
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| Thirdly, To W the nature of that re- 
ward which he will bring along with him 
when he comes the ſecond time, without fin, 
unto ſalvation. And 


+ Laſtly, To make ſome praflical * | 
ment of the whole. | 


| Is the former . I it, that this 
expreſſion, Looking for the ſecond coming of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, naturally ſuggeſts to 
our thoughts the two following particulars: 
Firſt, A confident belief and full perſuaſion, 
that he has not for ever abandoned this 
lower world and all its concerns, but that 
he will, at one time or other, return to judge 
the mhabhants of it, and render unto every man 
according to his works.— And, ſecondly, Such 
a fixed, habitual and operative perſuaſion of 
this, as to lead men to a Og and ſuitable 
bh. N for i it. | 


I now proceed to the ſecond him EASE 
in the method, which was to endeavour to 
deſcribe the manner of his appearance at that 
time, or inquire into the ſtate and condition 
in which he is to appèar: And this, we are 
aſſured, will be vaſtly different from the ap- 
Pearance he made upon the earth in the don 


1 


SIR a 
ol his humiliation ; 8 he 1 in the 


form of a ſervant, and j in the likeneſs of finful 
| fleſh, and being found in faſhion as a man, 


he humbled himſelf, and became obedient to 
death, even the death of the croſs; but now, 
at the end of the world, he ſhall appear in 


all the pomp and majeſty of an incarnate 


God, for. he will come in flaming fire, and 
with a hot of mighty angels, 2 Theſſ. i. 7. 
Matthew xvi..27.. where by the glory. of the 
Father I think may be underſtood that throne 
of glory repreſented by the prophet Daniel aa 
ſet for the Antient of Days, Daniel vii. 9, 10. 
1 beheld, ſays. he, till the thrones were 


caſt down, and the Antient of Days did fit, 


whoſe garment was white as ſnow, and the 


hair of his head like the pure wool, his throne - 


was: like the fiery flame, and his wheels as 


burni fire; a fiery ſtream iſſued and came 
forth from before him, thouſand, thouſands 
miniſired. unto. him, and ten thouſand times 
ten thouſand ſtood before him: I he judg- 
ment was ſet, and the books were opened: 
Compared with Revelation iv. 2. And 
' behold a throne was , ſet in heaven, an 
In theſe repreſen - 
tations we have ſome beams of the glory of 
the Father and the Son, which may give us 


ene fat on the throne. 


Tony faint idea of the ſplendour of our Sa- 
viour 8 
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© viour's appearance Let us alſo conſider how 


All nature will be affected at the ſight of 


| Chriſt, and of this his approaching glory. 


The inſpired writers frequently mention this 
Aa very ſublime and lofty expreſſions.— The 
holy Pfalmiſt particularly dwells much upon 


ls this ſubject, and ſets forth the greatneſs of 
| the day of the Lord, and the confternation 


' off all nature at that time; he throws about 
his thunder and lightning, makes the hills to 


welt like wax at the preſence of the Lord, 


and the very foundations of the earth to 
_ tremble, as you may fee in the 18th, 97th, 
and .104th Pſalms. So the prophet. Habba- 
kuk, chap. iii. And Nahum ſays, The 
mountains quake. ES 5 LS: 
But more particularly, as to the face of 

nature juſt before the coming of our bleſſed 
Saviour, that may be in ſome meafure con- 
ceived from theſe ſigns and prodigies which 


the Scriptures tell us ſhall uſher in that aw- 


ful and important day.——Theſe all meet- 
ing together ſhall prepare and make rea- 
Ady a theatre fit for a God of infinite majeſty 


to come down upon. The countenance of. 


_ © the heavens will be dark and gloomy, and 


2 vell drawn over the face of the ſun; 
the earth in 2 diſpoſition every where to 
. e e 


1 
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break into open flames ;' the tops of the mo es. 


quakes in divers en the ſea ſunk, a0 res 
tired into its deepeſt channels, and roaring, as 


againſt ſome mighty ſtorm : Theſe things 


will make the day look diſmal and melancholy, ' _ 
| but the night ſcenes will have ſtill a greater 


horror in them, when the blazing ſtars a; 


pear like fo many furies, with their lighted "ol 1 
torches, threatning to ſet all on fire. —And - 


beſides, the air will be full of flaming me: 
 teors of unuſual forms and magnitudes, balls 
| of fire rolling in the ſky, and pointed light- 


nings darted againſt the earth, mixed with 1 
hideous claps of thunder, and uncommon | b 


| Noiſes from the clouds :— The moon and the 
ſtars will be confuſed and irregular, both in 


their light and motions ;' for we are told that 


the Pr ſhall fall from their courſes, and 


the powers of heaven ſhall- be ſhaken, as if _ | 


the whole frame of nature was out of order, 


and juſt going to be diſſolved . When all 


things ſhall be in this Janguiſhing and dying 


poſture, and the inhabitants of the earth un- 
der the fears of their laſt end, then the he- 
vens will open on a ſudden, ad the glory o 
God will appear; a glory ſurpaſſing the ſun 
in its greateſt radiancy, which, though. we 
cannot FEES we may . it will beat 


ſome | 
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ſome reſemblance or proportion to thoſe re- 


preſentations that are made in Scripture of God 
upon his throne.— This wonder in the hea- 


vens, whatſoever its form may be, will pre- 


ſently attract the eyes of all the inhabitants of 
the earth. Nothing can more affect them 
than an object ſo very unuſual, and ſo illuſ- 
trious, and which probably brings along with 


it their laſt deſtiny, and will put a period to 


all humafi affairs. —Some of the antients have 
thought, that this coming of our Saviour 


would be in the dead of night, and his : firſt 


glorious appearance in the midſt of darkneſs, 
2 Peter iii. 10. God is often deſcribed in 


Soeripture as light or fire, with darkneſs round 
about him, Pſalm xviii. 9, 11, 12. and 


Pſalm xcvii. And when God appeared upon 
mount Sinai, the mountain burned with fire 


unto the midſt of heaven, with darkneſs, 
clouds and thick darkneſs, Deut. iv. 11. Or, 
as the apoſtle expreſſes it, with blackneſs 
aud darkneſs and tempeſt, Heb. xii. 18.— 


Now this appearance of God upon mount 
Sinai, if we reflect upon it, will help us to 
conceive a little of the manner of our Savi- 


_ our's appearance at the laſt day. When God 
had declared that he would come down in 


the fight of the people, the text ſays, there 


| vere | thunders and Tightoiogs,/ and a thick 


| cloud 


„% * M1 d M W 
at upon the mount, and the voice of the 


trumpet exceeding loud, ſo that all the people 


that were in the camp trembled; and mount 


Sinai was altogether on a ſmoke, becauſe the 
Lord deſcended upon it in fire; and the ſmoke 


thereof aſcended as the ſmoke of a furnace, 
and the whole mount quaked greatly. — If we 


look upon this mount as an epitome of the 


earth, this appearance gives us an imperfect 


reſemblance of that which is to come. Here 


are the ſeveral parts or main ſtrokes. of it: 


Firſt, the heavens and the earth in ſmoke and 
fire; then, the appearance of a divine glory, 


and the ſound of a trumpet, in preſence of 
angels. — But as the ſecond coming of the Son 
of God is to be a triumph over his enemies, 


ſo we may juſtly conclude, that all the parts 


and circumſtances of it will be vaſtly more 


auguſt and magnificent than that appearance 


at Sinai.— When this mighty God 1 et = 


again to the earth, not mount Sinai only, 
all the mountains of the earth and all _— 


inhabitants of the world will tremble at his 


preſence.— At the firſt opening of the hea- 


vens, the brightneſs of his perſon will ſcat- 


ter the dark clouds, and ſhoot ſtreams of 


light throughout all the air; but that firſt | 
appearance being far from the earth, will ſeem 
to be only 4 a great maſs of light without any, 


diſtinct 
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| _ diſin& form, till, by nearer approaches, this 


bright body ſhews itſelf to be an army of an- 


gels, with this King of kings for — leader. 
'— Then you may ima 72 how guilty man- 
kind will. tremble and be aſtoniſhed : And 
when they are gazing at this heavenly hoſt, 


tte voice of the arch-angel is heard; the 


ſhrill ſound of the trumpet reaches their ears; 
and this gives the genera} alarm to all the 
world, For he cometh, for he cometh, they 
fay, to judge the earth ; the crucified God is 
returned in glory to take vengeance upon his 
enemies, not only upon thoſe who pierced his 


ſacred body with nails and with a fpear at Je- 


ruſalem, but thoſe alſo who pierce him every 
day, by their profaneneſs and hard ſpeeches 
concerning his perſon and his religion. —Now 
they ſhall fee that God whom they have mock- 
ed or blaſphemed, whoſe mercy they have 
defpifed, and whoſe authority they have 

' trampled under foot; they ſhalt ſee him, and 

be confounded with ſhame and fear, 404. in 
the bitterneſs of their anguiſh and deſpair, | 
they ſhall call for the mountains to fall on 
them ; they ſhall fy unto the clifts of the 
rocks, and into the caves of the earth, for 
fear of the Lord and the glory of his majeſty, 
when he arifeth to ſhake terribly the earth, — | 
As it is 5 not * or conceive d 
2 rea 


behold it : Theſe things exceed the meaſures 
of human affairs and of human thoughts: We 


have neither words nor compariſons to make 
them known by: The greateſt pomp and 


magnificence of earthly potentates in their 


inaugurations, their armies, or their 3 . 
is but like the ſports of children when com- 
pared with this grand ſolemnity.— When the 


mighty God ſhall come in the clouds of hea» 
ven, with power and glory; when from all 


the provinces of his vaſt and boundleſs em- 
pire he ſummons his nobles, if we may ſo call 


them, the ſeveral orders of angels and arch- 


angels to attend his perſon; though we can- 


not tell the form or manner of this appear- 
ance, we know there is nothing in our expe- 


_ rience, or in the whole hiſtory of the world. 
that can be a juſt repreſentation of the fmall- 
eſt part of it ;—no armies. ſo numerous as - 
the hoſt of heaven; and, in the midſt of theſe. 
bright legions, in a flamiog chariot, will ſit the 
Son of Man, when he comes to be glorified 

in his ſaints, and to triumph. over his ene- 
mies: And, inſtead of the wild noiſe of he 


rabble, which makes a great part of our 


e ae, this — company, wilt 89 
breathe 1 
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dread and majeſty of this appearance, ſo net» 


der can we, an the other band, - expreſs bs 
paſſions and conſternation of thoſe who ſhall _ 
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breathe their Hallelujahs into the open air, 
and repeated acclamations of falvation to 
God, who ſits upon the throne, and to the 
Lamb: Now is come ſalvation and ſtrength, 

and the kingdom of our God and the power 
of his Chriſt. —O ! what a ſurpriſing change 
is here l This is the very ſame perſon who fo 
many ages ago entered Jeruſalem with ano- 
ther ſort of equipage, mounted upon an aſs's 

colt, while the little children and the multi- 
_ tude cried, Hoſannah to the Son of David: 
Nay, this is the ſame perſon that was crucified 
at jeruſalem, and ſuffered without the gate. 
[Let us compare the manner of his death 
with his preſent glory: Look up firſt into 
the heavens; ſee how they bow under him, 
and receive a new luſtre from the glory of his 
preſence ; then look down upon the earth, 


and behold a naked body hanging upon a 


_ curſed tree in Golgatha, crucified between 


two thieves, wounded, ſpit upon, infulted 


and abuſed :. Behold that ſame Jeſus who ſuf- 
fered ſuch an infamous death, now crowned 
with glory and honour ; he is now Lord and 


maſter of all nature, not only of death and 


hell, and the powers of darkneſs, but of all 
principalities and powers in the heavenly 
places; that ſtone which the builders re- 

jected is now the head of the corner: This 
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is the Lord's doing, and it muſt ſurely be 


„ in our eyes; it is the wonder not of 
this world only, but of the angels above that 

deſife to look into it, and will continue to be 
the ſubject of wonder and” aſtoniſhment; of. 


praiſe and thankſgiving, to angels and ſaints 
to all eternity. — Let us therefore make this 
marvelous and exalted theme the frequent 


ſubje of our moſt ſerious thoughts; that, 


by fixing upon our minds an awakening im- 


preſſion of the ſecond coming of the Son of 5 
God, we may be induced to take the proper 
ſteps to ſecure an intereſt in that ſalvation 


which he will then bring along with bim; for 


to them who jook for him, he will appear tge 


ſecond time, without ſin, unto cee 
1 ue 8 me to the: 55 NE 


Third thing propoſes in hy method, 
which was, To inquire into the nature of 


that falvation which Chriſt,” the great Judge 


of all the earth, will beſtow- upon thoſe who 
truly wiſh and wait for his appearing; but as 
this intereſting ſubject is by far too «copious 
to be diſcuſſed in the remaining part of this 


' diſcourſe, 1 it- ſhall be the ſubject of the follow- ' 


ing one. In the mean time; I ſhall immedi- 
meh have done when 1 bare 120 an ob- 
5 ae eee * ſervation 
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ſervation or two upon . has been alrea- 
* ſaid. And, 8 


In the fir & dine, it = that the Lord 
Jeſus: Chriſt is to return once more to the 


— 


/ -z 


earth, when the condition and deſign of his 


appearance will be infinitely different from 
what they were at firſt :—He who formerly 
came in the moſt humble and condeſcending 
manner to beſeech men to be reconciled to 
| God, ſhall then appear in all the ſplendid 


pomp and majeſty of his Father, to take 


vengeance on thoſe who have refuſed to 
hearken to his councils, or follow his advice : 

— He who once came to teach men the way 
to heaven, will then come in the glory of his 
power, and with great ſtrength, to baniſh 
far from him for ever ſuch as have deſpiſed 
inſtruction, and to drive them into hell. 
He who once came to preſent himſelf a ſin- 


1 offering for the tranſg reſſions of his people, 


ſhall come a ſecond time, without fin, unto 
ſalvation, when he ſhall ſcatter theſe his ene- 
mies before him, and deſtroy them with an 
everlaſting. deſtruction.— O! how dreadful t 
how infigitely dreadful” will this day of the 
Lord be to all who love him not, nor have 
_ obeyed his righteous goſpel 1—The awakens 
ing bound the laſt 3 will at once 
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: aſtoniſh and alarm them ; but this is but the 


beginning of forrows : With pale and livil 
countenances, with dejeded and deſponding 


hearts, with feeble and trembling joints, ſhall 


they approach the tribunal of their juſtly in- 


exorable Judge, from whoſe noſtrils ſhall 


aſcend a ſmoke, and devouring fire from his 
mouth, to conſume them for ever and ever. 


But, on the other hand, words cannot ex- 


preſs that ſeraphic joy which this day will 
bring along with it to the hearts of the people ih 


of God. Simeon of old lived to ſee his in- 


| fant Saviour in the fleſh, and was highly ſa- 
tisfied with the fight ; Now, ſays he, let thy 


ſervant depart in peace, for mine eyes have 


| ſeen thy ſalvation.— But how much more will 


he and every other good man be pleaſed with 
the dawning of that important day, which 


will uſher in the triumphs of their exalted 
Redeemer, when they ſhall behold an incar- 
nate God in all his majeſty and glory, from 
whoſe . countenance ſhall dart forth beams 


brighter than thoſe of the ſun, and upon 


whole lips dwelleth everlaſting peace. With | ; 


what raptures of divine joy ſhall they riſe to 


meet their returning Saviour, when he ſhall _ 


come to bring them ſalvation, and when he 
ſhall be honoured by his faints, and glorified 


in * nag of his enemies. O bleſſed day! 


Na 9 85 1 happy g 
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happy to the friends of Chriſt, when they 
ſhall ſee their King mounted on his imperial 


- chariot, leading captivity captive, caſting ſin 
and death into hell, and with a liberal hand 
_ diſpenſing everlaſling life to all the lovers of 
his name. Thrice happy day, when this 
corruption ſhall put on incorruption, and 
mortality be ſwallowed up of life, and when 


we ſhall begin to join with angels and arch- 
angels in that trinmphant ſong of praiſe, 
Bleſſing and honour and glory and power be i 


unto him that ſitteth upon the throne, and 


unto the Lamb for ever and ever — Sure one 


muſt be a ſtranger to every ſentiment of ge- 
nerous delight, who does not feel his ſoul 


diſpoſed to enter into the ardent wiſh of the 
” Bow me John, in the laſt chapter of the Re. 


velation and twentieth verſe, ſaying, Amen 


N Even ſo, come Lord Jeſus. 


In the ſecond. place, If we really believe 
that Jeſus Chriſt is to return to judge the quick 


and the dead, and that he will bring ſalva- 


tion along with him to all who look and long 
for his appearance, we muſt acknowlege 
that both our intereſt and duty lay us under 


an indiſpenſible obligation to be ever upon 


the watch, and to be conſtantly looking for 


32 ſecond coming of the Son of God. 


. Was 
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Was death to put a final period to our exiſt- | 


| ence, we ſhould have little elſe to do, but to 
eat and drink and be merry, and might ſafely 


baniſh from our breaſts every uneaſy thought 
of a future retribution. But if we are born 


for immortality, and if, the happineſs or mi- 
ſery of that immortal ſtate depend upon our 
conduct and behaviour here; if there is a day 


a-coming in which our every action, word 
and thought, ſhall be moſt narrowly. exa- 


mined and weighed as in a balance, and ſuit- 


able rewards and puniſhments diſpenſed by 


him who has power either to ſave or deſtroy, 


what manner of perſons ought we to be in 
all holy converſation and godlineſs —lt is 
true indeed, it is in morality as in nature, ob- 
jects at a diſtance. appear little to us, and 


make but a weak and languid impreſſion; 


but ſure we have no reaſon to think that this c 
event is at a diſtance; the ſeveral prophecies 


| concerning it, in whatever ſenſe they are un» 
derſtood, give us ground to believe that they 
are now drawing near to a concluſion :—Bur 
| Whatever uncertainty we may be in as to the 
day of the Lord, we are certain of one thing, 
that death is not far from every one of us; 
and we all know that death is the very next 
| ſtep to judgment, —Let us all therefore, in 


| the e ol the apoſtle Peter, be looking | 


Ni for 


WH n en e i. 


for and haſtening unto the coming of the day 
of God, wherein the heavens being on fire 
mall be diſſolved, and the elements ſhall melt 
with fervent et! and while we look for 
ſuch things, let us be diligent that we may 
be found of him in peace, without ſpot, and 
blameleſs.—It was the advice of Chriſt him- 
ſelf to his diſciples, in the twenty-fifth chap- 
ter of Matthew and thirteenth verſe, Watch 
therefore, ſays he, for ye know neither the 
day nor the hour wherein the Son of Man 
' cometh : Agreeably to this the apoſtle Peter 
tells us, That he ſhall come as a thief in the 
night, when the world is leaſt expecting him. 

And though God, for wiſe reaſons, has 


thovght fit to conceal from us the preciſe time 


of his coming, yet we are aſſured by the 
„ apoſtle John, That he who ſhall come will 
come, and will not tarry.—Let us not there- 
fore, with the ſcoffers of old, inſult over the 
| Prophecies of Chriſtianity, ſaying, Where is 
the promiſe of his coming? But let us rather 
watch and be fober, knowing that one day is 
with the Lord as a thouſand years, and a 
| thouſand years as one day._—Chriſt, when 
he was laſt in the world, aſſigned every man 
his work, gave to each their ſeveral talents, 
and left them with an expreſs command that 
ry RO od * theſe, till he 
5 come 


' |; 
8 5 
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come again. —It is our buſineſs therefore to 
be diligent and aſſiduous in the diſcharge of © 


that work he has given us to do, and ſhould 
_ endeavour to improve our faith in his ſecond 
coming, to the purpoſe of exciting in our- 
ſelves and others the , higheſt: vigilance, ſo- 
briety, moderation, patience, charity and 


good works, that when we are called upon 


to give an account of our ſtewardſhip, we 
may be able to do it with joy and not with 


grief.—I ſhall conclude all with the memo- 


rable words of our Saviour, in the twenty- 
fourth chapter of the goſpel according to 
Matthew, from the forty-fourth verſe and 
downward. Therefore be ye alſo ready: For 
in ſuch an hour as ye think not, the Son of 
Man cometh. Who then is a faithful and wiſe 


ſervant, whom his Lord hath made ruler over 


his houſe, to give them meat in due ſeaſon 
Bleſſed is that ſervant, whom his Lord when 
he cometh ſhall find ſo doing. ” 
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| And UNTo THEM THAT LOOK FOR HIM 
SHALL, HE APPEAR THE SECOND TIME, 


| WITHOUT SIN, UNTO SALVATION. . 


Proceed now, in | agreeableneſs to the me- 
thod at firſt laid down, to inquire a little 
into the nature of that ſalvation, which Chriſt, 
the great Judge of all, will beſtow upon thoſe 
"9 truly wiſh an. wait for his appeal ; 


This ſubje&, Lam very ſenſible, is by far 


too ſublime for any mortal upon earth to pre- 


tend to give an accurate, and full deſcription . 


of: The inviſible things of God are too dif- 


tant to be ſeen, and too grout to be compre= 
5 hended 5 
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hended by the mind of man in its preſent 
dark, confined and imperfe& ſtate.—Nay, 
were an angel from heaven to attempt to 
communicate the knowlege of them to us, it 
is very poſſible we ſhould not underſtand the 
deſcription, nor the language in which they 
were deſcribed : So much ſeems to be inſinu- 
ated by the apoſtle Paul, in his ſecond Epiſtle 
_ to the Corinthians, twelfth chapter, third 
and fourth verſes, where he tells us, That 
when he was caught up into paradiſe, he 
heard unſpeakable words, or things which it 
was not lawful or poſſible for a man to utter. 
hut though we cannot form a full and ade- 
quate conception of that glory that is to be 
only afterwards revealed, yet the ſacred pen- 
men having given us ſome general notices of 
it; we may ſafely follow them as our guides, 
and from a ſample of its fruits, may be able 
to form ſome kind of judgment of the riches 
and plenty of the heavenly Canaan — While 
our fouls are confined to cottages of clay, 
ſenſible objects make the deepeſt impreſſions 
on them; to this weakneſs the Spirit of God 
has generouſly condeſcended to accommodate 
bimſelf, and has deſcribed the happineſs of 
heaven under the ſimilitude of objects the 
moſt glorious and ſplendid that this world 
can ey FRO to op view, —Thus it is 

propoſed 


F 
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. propoſed to us under the notion of a treaſure, 5 
a pearl of great price, a throne, a ſcepter, a 
crown and a kingdom ;—a marriage feaſt, a a 
haven of reſt, a perpetual ſun-ſhine, an earth- | 
ly paradiſe ; and in the twenty-firſt chapter 
of the Revelation, it is deſcribed as a great 
and magnificent city, deſcending out of hea- 
ven from God, the walls whereof are jaſper, 


and the city itſelf of pure gold, like unto 0 


clear glaſs; pearls are the twely gates of it, 
and the ſtreets are paved with gold; it has no 
need of the ſun or moon to ſhine in it, for 
the glory of the Lord enlightens it, and the 


Lamb is the light thereof. —By ſuch deſcrip- + 


tions as theſe, we are taught to look upon that 
ſalvation which our bleſſed Saviour will bring 
along with him when he returns a ſecond time 
to the world, as ſomething infinitely glorious 
and magnificent. ſomething infinitely deſerving 
of our moſt enlarged deſires and moſt active 
| endeavours to obtain. —But more particularly, 
the ſacred Scriptures give us reaſon to believe, 


that this ſalvation will conſiſt in the two fols 


lowing things; a perfect freedom from all evil, 
and the full poſſeſſion and OF or all 
pee: good. 


In the firſt place, This Gavation wilt c 
2 Giſt in a perfect freedom from evil of every 
| | rn kind, 
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Lind. from the evil of ſin and the evil of ſuf- 
fering. —In this world, the beſt of God's 
people, when they look into their own hearts, 
frequently find that things are far otherwiſe 
with them than they ought to be, and far 
different from what they would wiſh ; they 
have many times reaſon to complain of the 
darkneſs of their underſtandings, the diſor- 
ders and irregularity of their wills, the ſen- 
ſuality of their hearts, the coldneſs and alie- 
nation of their affections from God and 
Chriſt and the things of God, and the woeful 
unſteadineſs and diſtraction of their thoughts, 
eſpecially when engaged in exerciſes of reli- 
gion and religious worſhip : Theſe fill them 
with the moſt piercing and ſenſible uneaſineſs, 
and make them cry out with the apoſtle of 
old, O wretched man that I am! who ſhall 
deliver me- from this body of fin and death ? 
o redify theſe diſorders is the great con- 
> cern of the Chriſtian's life; to ſubdue theſe 
enemies within, the formidable warfare which 
he has undertaken: But Oh! how infinitely | 


painful and laborious the work ! What a 


happineſs then will it be to have the ſoul 
reſtored to its original purity and perfection, 


to have the underſtanding thoroughly enlight- 


ned, the will chearfully diſpoſed to ſubmit to 
Its GiQates and hs LY the ſeveral deſires 
a. | | and 


( 


LAS , * 
1. * 5 


IBRD SN 
- ” 5 2 5 
1 — bf ” Kg Tok en x 
«> R 
2 

5 


. 
N # 
A ** * 5 * 
+ 4 2 
: 2 2 
7.x * 


s E R M O N XII. us _ 


S and affections ee upon proper objects, aud 
neither exceeding nor wiſhing to exceed their 
proper bounds, and thereby peace, order and 

harmony re-eſtabliſhed in the human heart. 
— Happy indeed ſhall we then be, when we 
find no more painful ſtruggles or contentions 
betwixt the fleſh and the ſpirit, when all ſhall 
be ſerene, eaſy and compoſed within, and 


when our ſpiritual warfare ſhall be ended in 2 


a bleſſed victory and everiatting trinwpHy.”; 


Beſi 10 we ſhall not only be delivered from 
ſin, but from all its fatal conſequences and 
effects: Theſe are either internal or external, 
from both which we ſhall be happily ſer free 
by that ſalvation which Chriſt Jeſus will then 
bring along with him. We ſhall be delivered 
from the alarming fear and dread of divine 
diſpleaſure, to which we have ' expoſed our- 
ſelves by fin. — In the preſenr ſtate of corrupt 

nature, the renewed provocations even of the 
ſaints themſelves, cauſe them many times to 
walk in uncomfortable darkneſs : The light 
of God's countenance is withdrawn, their 
evidences for heaven obſcured, their hopes. 
diſcouraged, their doubts increaſing, their 
fears awakened, and they ready to complain 
With the Pſalmiſt ; Are his mercies clean 
| gone? ? Will the Lord caſt off for ever, and 


b will 


2 SS en 
will he be favourable no more ? Whereas, in 
. theſe bleſſed regions of perfect light and pu- 
rity, our fears and guilt ſhall be extinguiſhed 
together, and we ſhall neither fin nor ſorrow 
any more. There ſhall be no clouds to in- 
tercept the raviſhing beams of divine love, no 
ſpiritual ſtorms of deſertion to diſturb the 
calm and ſerenity of an innocent ſoul, no 
frowns on the face of our heavenly Father 
to awaken our jealous fears, no anguiſh of an 
accuſing conſcience to ſink our hopes or allay 
our {ſpiritual joy; the perfect love and full 
poſſeſſion of heaven will caſt out all dark, 
diſquieting and tormenting fear, —We ſhall 
alſo be delivered from all thoſe external evils 
which fin has entailed on our miſerable na- 
tures, and filled this lower world with: In 
the preſent life we are liable to innumerable 
pains and diſtreſſes of body, to unavoidable 
poverty and want, to hurtful and fatal diſap- 
pointments, to undeſerved calumny and re- 
proach, to cruel contempt, oppreſſion and 
perſecution, and to a thouſand other misfor- 


tunes which we can neither foreſee nor pre- 


vent: And if to theſe our perſonal diſtreſſes 8 


we add the ſhare we many times have in the 


public calamities, together with the uncer- 
| tainty of our deareſt comforts, and - the an- 
xious fears we are _— * . 


to, 


8 * N M N x0” i 
to, we can look upon this earth as no better 


than a gloomy ſcene of complicated miſeries, 


chequered only with a few tranſient intervals 
of momentary relief.—To be delivered eter- 
_ nally from theſe will be no ſmall part of the 
happineſs of them who look for the ſecond | 
coming of their glorious and exalted Re- 
däeemer; they ſhall then be ſet far above the 
reach of all theſe formidable evils, all tears 
ſhall be wiped from their eyes, and all occa- 


ſions for them ſhall ceaſe for ever ; -they ſhall 


be admitted into theſe ferene and biiſsful man- 


ſions that are never overſhadowed with the 


| leaſt black cloud of affliction; for in the 
midſt of that joyful aſſembly there is not one 
eye that weeps, one breaſt that fighs, or ones 


tongue that complains; nay, their. bodies 


themſelves ſhall be reſcued from the power of 
death, and remain no more the ſpoils of the 
grave ; mortality ſhall be iatirely ſwallowed - 

up of life ; they ſhall be raiſed ſpiritual and _ 
incorruptible, no longer ſubject to the func». 
tions and neceſlities of this animal life, and 
therefore intirely exempted from all thoſe in- 
firmities and blemiſhes, thoſe diſeaſes and _ 
_ pains which ſo often render them here an 


_ undeſirable and incommodious habitation to 


the ſouls that are confined to them.—In a | 
word they hall then land fafely in the haven 
„ nw Tt ney 


—— 
— —— 


of eternal reſt, from whence: they can look 
back with a fearleſs eye upon the ſtorms of 
this tempeſtuous' ocean, whereon they have 
ſo long been toſſed, and from which they are 
now ſo happily eſcaped. —But this is not all; 
they ſhall not only be delivered from every 
thing that is evil, but, | LY, 


In the ſecond place, Shall be put in poſ- 
ſeſſion of every poſſible good. —They ſhall 
then return to the city of the great King, to 
their Father's houſe, and dwell for ever with 
_ God and with the ſons of God. ——In that 
bleſſed place there ſhall be pleaſures calculated 
to gratify all our deſires, and every wiſh ſhall 
loſe itſelf in enjoyment. — The happineſs of a 


_  _ .. rational creature conſiſts in the gratification . 


of his ſeveral natural deſires: By natural de- 
fires I underſtand thoſe which terminate' on 
objects ſuited to our natures, and capable 
to give us the highelt, moſt unmixed, and moſt 
laſting fatisfaftion.—V arious are the deſires 
which at preſent agitate the human heart; 
many of them ſhall be extinguiſhed together 
 _ with our animal life; and theſe only we can 
expect will go along with us into another 
world, which have objects and enjoyments 
placed within their reach, and which, corre- 
ſponding with our refined conſtitutions and 
Z oo KT” _ enlarged 
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Joy unſpeakable and full of glory. this 
kind we may juſtly reckon the four following 
to be the principal or chief: A defire of 
knowlege-;—a defire of eſteem A deſire of 
ſociety or of ſocial entertainments Land a 
ade to perpetuate « buy: 4 port to eter- 
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an ardent deſire pf knowlege along with us to | 
the other: world, the gratification © whereof - 
will be a diftioguiſhing and peculiar excel 

| Tency of the heavenly ' ſtate, as the apoſtle 
Paul infinuates, 1 Corinthians xiii.” 10, 1 
For however our inquiries after truth and. 

our defire of increaſing knowiege may in 

ſome caſes be fruitlefs and ineffectual here, 


God has given us the hope and proſpect of i 
full ſatisfaction hereafter, when we ſhall be .- 
made to know, even as alſo we are known, bo 
which we may well reckon as one conſiderable . 
branch of our future perfection and bleſſed- 1 
neſs. For if the increaſe of knowlege; even A . 
at the expence of the greateſt ſtudy and la- > 


Dcur, is attended with the molt” exquifite - 
pleaſure; if the mind is fo much charmed 
with enlarging its views of things here, What 
anſpeakable delight 8 gs july ſuppo _ 
"1 hee H. ; _ . "_ 
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© Jos 8 E. R M oO: N xm. | 
ſpring from that large extent of knowlege 
that heaven will raiſe us to, eſpeciallyß when 
we conſider, that truths of the higheſt im- 
portance and excellency will then be the chief 
entertainment of our thoughts. — Our minds 
will then be no longer diverted from nobler 
ſpeculations by low and groveling inquiries 
about what we ſhall eat or drink, or where- 
| withal we ſhall be clothed, —— The. reſtleſs 
cravings of uhruly: appetite and  ungoverted 
- paſſions, will no more withdraw our attention 
trom thoſe amiable and - tranſcendent objects, 
Which will then be placed full in our view.: 
= Almighty God, in all his excellence and glo- 
„ ry, Will preſent himſelf to our thoughts; and 
RR... the raviſhing contemplation of his divine 
perfections ſhall we ſpend a happy eternity in 
heaven. We now ſee him darkly as through 
nu glaſs; and when we would prefame to take 
a nearer view, we are like a man lifting up 
his naked eyes to the noon · day ſun; the fight 
of ſo much glory and majeſty and ſplendor 
| would quite overwhelm and overcome our fa- 
culties, and is infinitely too great for frail. 
| mortality to bear. — If the children of Iſrael 
could not look upon the face of Moſes when 
he came down from the mount, which only 
ſhined with the faint reflection of his Crea- 


tor's * how N Uu we * 


bv 
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in our preſent weak and imperfect 1 0 4 0 
behold his original glory. — But the time ap- | - | 

proaches when thoſe who wait for the ſecond 
coming of the great Redeemer ſhall have theie 
faculties enlarged and the eyes of their minds 
ſtrengthencd, ſo as to be able with the angels - | 
to ſtand in the preſence of God, and to bear . 
the dazling luſtre of his moſt n a and "0 
reſplendent countenance; when we hall-be 8 
able to look at oncreated. glory; and by a fix- 
ed and rapturous attention to it be transform- 
ed into our Maker's image, from one degree 
of glory to another. What tranſports of un- 
known pleaſure will then overflow our en- 
raptured ſouls when we ſhall thus enter the 
regions of everlaſting light, where we ſhall!l! 
ſee the face of God in all his majeſty ang 
ſplendor, and where the manifeſtation 2 =: 
divine glory ſhall be incomparably clearer, 
and our elevated minds more capable: to bear 
the bright diſcovery of it? And as we free: 
quently obſerve ſome unknown qualities iii 
objects when brought near to us, and placed  * 
immediately under our eye, which we did 
nat diſcover at a diſtance, ſo It is not impoſ- 
ſible but excellencies in the divine-nature hi- 
therto undiſcovered may open and unfold 
| themſelves to our view, lo that the inexhauſt- 
| idle fulnel of the od he may give perpetual 
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and growing entertainment to our intellectual 


powers, and our purified eye may ever find 


new charms and beauties in the contemplation 


f his boundleſs glory.—And: as the perfec- - 


tions of the divine nature ſhine forth moſt il- 
juſtriouſly in his works, it is probable we 
ſhall have a more full and ſatisfying knowlege 


of theſe than. we either have or can attain to 


here below: We now ſee but a very ſmall 


part of the works of God, and even that 
part is but very little underſtood : A few of the 
| ſenſible qualities of bodies lie open to our 
ü obſervation, but the ſubſtance, or ſomewbat 


in which they inhere, and by which they are 
united and kept together, is beyond the reach 
of human reaſon, wrapt up in impenetrable 
darkneſs, We ſee certain cauſes. produce 
certain effects, but are intirely ignorant of the 
nature of that power by which theſe effects 


are produced — There are numberleſs myſte- 


ries in the moſt ſimple phenomenon which the 
daeepeſt Philoſopher cannot reſolve; there are 
many qualities in the moſt inſignificant inſect, 
or even in a piece of lifeleſs unactive matter, 
' which the molt ſagacious naturaliſt has never 
been able to find out: Nay, were we perfeQly | 
acquainted with the/nature and properties of 
the ſeveral objects with which we are con- 
verſant here, how triſſing and confined OO 
Ex e b 
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this knowlege be in reſpect of thoſe teh 
views that take in the univerſe, and compre- 
hend its infinitely various parts; that reach to 
the utmoſt boundaries of created matter, and _ 
ſee the proportion, order and harmony of the 


whole? — Such, or ſomething like to it, we 


have reaſon to think, will be the attainment 


of the ſaints in heaven; for the univerſe, 
however great or boundleſs in our preſent 
imaginations, is in itſelf but a finite object; 
ſo that the human mind may be enlarged into 


a capacity of comprehending it, without en- 


croaching upon that infinity which is the pre- 


rogative of God alone. Now, if there is ſo 


much pleaſvre in contemplating the works of 
God here, where the contemplation is at- 
tended with unavoidable darkneſs and obſcu-. 
rity, how much greater mult ic be where the 


object is infinitely more various, and much 
more clearly and diſtinctly ſcen? — And as the 
ſignatures of divine perfection are deeply en- 


graven upon all his works, ſo they are no leſs 
"eminently diſplayed in the courſe of his pro- 
vidential adminiſtrations, which therefore we- 
have reaſon: to believe will be.a moſt enter 


tanning ſubje& to employ our thoughts upon 


in the region above the clouds. The ways of 
God are at preſent in the deep waters, and 
0 e * finding out: There are 

O 3 „ 
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many diſpenſations that happen to che world 
in general, to individual countries, and to 


_ ourſelves in particular, which we cannot ac- 


count for in a confiſtency with the known per- 
fections of him who is the wiſe, the juſt, the 
good and powerful Governor of all :—There 
are many myſteries in providence we cannot 
vnravel, many mazes and difficulties ont of 
Which we cannot extricate' oprſelves. The 
laws by which the different worlds are go- 
verned may have cohneQions which we can- 
not perceive; actions and events have many 
conſequences which we cannot ſee: The 
moral government of God here is ſtill unfi- 
niſned, fo that we ſee but a ſmall and broken 
part of that curious piece, and that too while 
it is but an imperfect draught; but with 
what a ſurpriſing beauty will it appear, hen 
we behold it perfect and intire? We ſhall then 
ſee that thoſe events that ſeemed to ns the 
moſt ſtrange and unaccountable, were the re- 
ſult of infinite wiſdom, and had in them mar- 
velous deſigns, ; won beyond our reach or 
view. When the ſecrets of the divine govern- 
ment ſhall be laid open, the ſeveral difficulties 
with which we have been perplexed will in · 
ſtantly evaniſh, and not only the juſtice and 
holineſs, bt the wiſdom and goodneſs of the 
divine — will ** unexceptionable: 
A 8 
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A bright light will be Det on hols. 


the darkeſt; an 


able to celebrate and admire. —Nay, we ſhall 


then look back with particular pleafure on the 
. paſt. diſpenſations of God towards ourſelves, 
when we ſhall fully underſtand the nature of 


all his various dealings with us, and fhall ſee 
that all events, even thoſe that ſeemed moſt , 


croſs to our natural deſires, have, by his ma- 
nagement of them, effectualiy conſpired we. 
our greateſt and eternal * 1 


EF 


I ſhall only FO NI farcher upon this head; 


| That not only our knowlege, but our man- 


ner of acquiring it, will be greatly different 


from what it is at preſent. We now, almoſt 
in a literal ſenſe, get the food of our under- 


fages of divine Promieenes which now 2. i 


what we are now ready o . 
ſtumble and find fault with, we ſhall then be 


ſtandings, as we do that of our bodies, by a 


the ſweat of our brows: It is by painful and 
tedious deductions that we purſue our buſy 

- _ ſearch after truth, and we often dig in an un- 
grateful and unfruitful ſoil, ſo that the greateſt 
part of life is generally ſpent before we have 
laid in a ſufficient ſtock of knowlege to con- 
duct us through it: But, in that ſtate of fu- 


ture perfection, our knowlege will be more 


oy intuition than by long and tedious reaſon- 
. : 0 4 „ ing + 
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ing; Big treaſares of divine 8 will. be 
laid open to us, and our thirſty ſouls mall 


drink at the fountain-head of knowlege, and 
be filled with a rich and s ny” 


dance. 7 25 


2 
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natural. to the human heart is, The defire or 
love of eſteem. This we ſhall probably. car- 


ry. along with us to the other world; :and if 


ve are found among thoſe who Love: PE 


looking for the ſecond coming of our bleſſed 


good- lix ing of all rac members of that celeſ- 
tial flate, Which will be a foundation of the 


higheſt ſelf-ſatisfaction, and a never. failing 


ſource. of the moſt exquiſite pleaſure aud de- 
light.—ln the preſent life the people of God 


are ſometimes greatly neglected and deſpiſed; 
their real merit is concealed under the veil 4 


poverty, humility, . or the unfriendly miſre- 


preſentations of wicked men; they are obliged 


to bear with the ſupercilious_ contempt and 
inſolent behaviour of their more proſperous 
and, profligate | neighbours. — Though . theſe 
are indeed among the deepeit wounds which 


a quick and ſenſible ſpirit can receive, yet 


being Ages to N N lame en © 
an 


1 


Saviour, we have reaſon to hope that, this de- 
fire ſhall be fully ſatisfied in che univeiſal 
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| aud abuſe which was the, F of their Lord 
and maſter, they are diſpoſed. to ſubmit with 
humble reſignation to their uncomfortable. lot, | 
being perſuaded, that the time will ſoon come 
when their characters ſhall be abundantly vin- 
dicated, when their worth ſhall break forth 
as the ſus, and they themſelves ſhine as. ſtars 
of the .firmament for ever. joyful and 
happy day, When the righteous ſhall emerge 
from a fate of mortifying obſcurity and ne- 
glect, and be made welcome by angels and 
arch- angels into. that bleſſed ſociety, where 
love and friendſhip. and goodueſs ever laſtingly 
Prevail With what traniports of divine joy - 
will they run to meer, their returning Saviour, 
— nt 9 comes to g{orify- his. ſaints, as well 
as to be glorified by them? When thoſe, who. 
have been delpiſed. inſulted; and ſcorufully 
avoided by the proud ſons of earth, ſhall be 
placed with honour on the. Judge's right-- 
| haud, and printed out to the gazing multi- 
tude as perſons of whom the world was not 
worchy.— uch a public teſtimony as this, in It: 
the midi of the aſſembled creation, will at 
once aitoniſh and confound the proud, and 
ive new life. and ſpirit to the humble. 
\ With, what new-felt; pleaſure will they follow a 
the Lamb into the preſence, of the Almighty. 
> Fathers Where they Hall receive the approba- os 
5 hs — 
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tion of him who is the beſt judge both of 


perſons and things! And furely thoſe angels 
ho rejoice at the converſion of a ſinner, will 


with open arms recejve a perfected faint, 


when he comes to take his place among the 
firſt-born of God in the New Jeruſatem _ 
above. In theſe happy regions there ſhall no 
> -Charadter be blaſted by the infectious breath 
of curſed envy, but the worth of every one 
ſhall be known, and every one's worth be 
acknowledged: The voice of calumny and 
black reproach ſhall then be no more heard, 
but every one ſhall eſteem his neighbour as 
 _ himifelf;- and inſtead of thoſe partial and pri- 
pate connections, which go under the name 
of friendſhips in this world, love, bouhdleſs 
and unlimited, ſhall ſparkle in every eye, and 
burn in every breaſt : And whatever differ- 
ence of rank and order there may be in that 
heavenly hierarchy, the painfulneſs of this 
__ diftindlion will be effeQually removed by the 
mutual intercourſe. of good offices, which 
will. beget a ſelf-complacency, infinitely pleaſ- 
ing and divine. — There ſhall be no ſuperci- 
Bous eye, no look of. diſdainful contempt, to 
22 the heart of humble modeſty, but, open | 
_ candor and undiſguiſed benevolence ſhall en- 
dear that bleſſed company one to another.— 
Nor ſhall their mutual regards be ever inter- 


2 


4 


4 b ee or falſe wrden wk tren 


1 5 or any wicked art; for theſe having 


their foundation in real merit, ſhall laſt as long 
as their exiſtence, and can only terminate 
with eternity ett. 


mY the third pins; With this Jefirs o 
eſteem is nearly connected the love of ſociety, 
or a paſſion for the company and converſation 
of our fellow-men. — This too is natural to 
the human heart. We like to communicate 
our thoughts and ſentiments to others, and 
are no leſs pleaſed to be entertained in ur 
torn with theirs ; hence ſolitude is carefully | 
avoided, and the fight even of a firanger 


brings us ſometimes unſpeakable'relief. — — | 


This principle ſeems to be implanted in us by 
the finger 'of God himſelf, for wife and good 


; 55 purpoſes, and is a ſource of not a few of the 


| focial and public virtues: Nay, ſo great is its 
influence, that it frequently leads us to aſſo- 
ciate with thoſe whoſe company can be of no 


ſervice to our characters, and whoſe conver- 


ſation is abundantly trifling and inſipid. 


But whatever inconveniences may in ſome in- 


ſtances attend the gratification of this paſſion 
here, it will be accompanied with the moſt 


rapturous pleaſures in the regions of immor- 
_ above, ee we ſhall have none to aſ- 
Jſeociate 


S 
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ſociate with but perſons of the higheſt worth, 
and whoſe converſation. will be equally free, 
edifyiog and entertaining; ; we ſhall enter into 
a happy communion with ſaints, with angels, 
with Chriſt, and with God himſelf, and from 
them ſhall learn every thing that can make 
our heads wiſer, our minds better, and our 
hearts glad. Do we wiſh to know the true 
kiſtory of the world, the ſeveral nations, 
kingdoms, and people of it, through all ages, 
from the beginning to the conſummation of all 
things; we ſhall have acceſs to meet with 
perſons there, who can give us a moſt ſatisfy- 
| ing account, having lived at the times and in 

© the particular places, and perhaps been them- 

ſelves principal actors in thoſe very ſcenes of 

Which we want to be informed; for, in all 
ages and in all nations, thoſe who have feared 
God and wrought righteouſneſs ſhall be ac- 
cepted of him: And we are aſſured by the 
apoſtle John, That many ſhall come from the 
eaſt and from the welt, from the ſouth and 
from the north, and ſit down with Chriſt in 
bis kingdom, —The hiſtory of the world and 
mankind, as. it is given us in the Old Teſta- 
ment, is no more than ſufficient to whet our 
curioſity, and inſpire us with an ardent deſire 
to know the intereſting particulars.— With 
what eee thercfore e we enter into 

converſation 
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converſation with Adam, "with' dh 13 F 
Noah, with Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob, with 
Moſes, Joſhua and David, and the other emi- 


nent men of antiquity, from whoſe months we 


ſhall receive a full, impartial and connected | 


account of the peopling of the world, che 0 


riſe and progreſs of arts and ſciences, > 
different forms of government that have been 
eſtabliſhed, the various revolutions: that have 
happened, the ſtate of religion in all ages, 
the manners and cuſtoms of different times 
and places, the true characters of thoſe great 
men who have lifted themſelves up, and been 


diſtinguiſned above their cotemporaries, and 1 


the many remarkable interpoſitions of provi- 
dence in favour of virtue and virtuous men, 
together with every thing elſe that can ſatisfy 
a laudable curioſity, and communicate ſuper- 
N Jarive delight to a rational inquiſitive mind? 
| Whatever characters we are fondeſt of, 
_ whatever particular virtuęes we chiefly adinh's, 
we ſhall find perſons poſſeſſed of thoſe. cha- 
 raQers, and endued with theſe virtues in the 
moſt eminent degree, who will chearfully con- 
deſcend to aſſociate with us, and favour us 
with: their e and converſation.” Sg 


We hall ew enter likewiſe into +6 Welezy 
with Us bleſſed 3 who, notwithſtanding 
: | their 


/ 
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"Sdn ſuperior dignity and rank, will not think 
it beneath them to join in chearful and friend- 
ty correſpondence with us. From them we 
will N the admirable order and govern- 
ment of the ſuperior world; in what manner 
theſe heavenly hoſts are ranged, what laws 
are enacted in the heavenly kingdom, and 
how punctually they are obeyed. —We ſhall - 
then underſtand our particular obligations to 
them, for all the aſſiſtance and relief, the 
protection and defence, the direction and con- 


Auct, we have received from their charitable 


miniſtrations, while we were the heirs of ſal - 


5 vation, expoſed to the conflicts and aſſaults 


bol our ſpiritual and moſt inveterate enemies. 
e From them alſo it is poſſible we may learn 
the nature of thoſe numberleſs other worlds, 

of which the univerſe conſiſts; for being mi- 
niſtring ſpirits ſent out to execute the purpoſes. 
of the divine will, it is highly probable they 

are diſpatched with meſſages to every place to 

which the providence of God extends; and 
the inhabitants of theſe ſeveral worlds being 


members of his great family, muſt needs par- 8 


ticipate of the care and generous concern of 

che univerſal Parent. Thoſe angels therefore 
who are employed from time to time in carry- 
ing on the deſigns of his providence among 
them, dr a ia us of the 
nature 0 
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nature of theſe ſeveral worlds, the conſtitu- 


tion and tempers of the inhabitants, the form 
of their government, their manners and cul- 
toms, their religion, and the rank they hold 
in the great creation of God. Thus a new 


ſcene of wonders will be opened up. to our 
view, in which we ſhall obſerve the moſt aſto- 


niſhing extent of the wiſdom, goodneſs and 
power of the Deity, which will fill our minds 


with love, admiration and praiſe. —Beſides, 
we ſhall be admitted into fellowſbip with 


Chriſt our Saviour, who, though in every 

- reſpe& infinitely exalted above us, has. proved 

1 kiuſelf in a erer inſtances to be the 
friend of mankind, and a lover of the human 

race: And, if it is natural to wiſh to have 

lived in the days of his fleſh, and to have 

converſed with that extraordinary perſon upon 


earth, how much more natural is it to wiſh 


to converſe with him in heaven, now that 
the dark veil - which covered his Divinity is 
laid aſide, and we can ſee him in all his na- 


tive dignity and glory? There were many 


things then he could not tell us of, becauſe | 
we could not then bear them; but when we 
arrive at that bleſſed place where he is, we 
ſhall be able to receive and bear whatever he 


is pleaſed. to communicate to us, and ſhall 


5 probably _ 2 a Qulang circum-' 
andes 


— 


9 


* * 


1 


* 


268 8 E "pf M 0 a Auf 


W 


en 
Ve ſhall be able to comprehend with all ſaints 
What far exceeds our preſent comprehenſion on 
even the breadth and length and depth and 
heighth of the love of Chrilt, and thus be 
fille with all the fulneſs of God. — But what 
above all will crown the felicity of "the ſaints 
is, that tranſporting communion” they ſhall 
have With God the Father of all, in whoſe 
FEE. is fulneſs of joy, and at whoſe right. 
and are pleaſures for evermore; when they 
Mall be admitted to behold the great God 
bimſelf, feated on his throne of majeſty and 
Mer: looking upon them with a countenance 
pleaſed and ſerène, and communicating to 
them not his. love only, but his very nature, 
by which they ſhall be transformed into his 
image, and, in the proper ſenſe of the word, 
be Mia bleſt with the full enjoyment of 
God their chiefeſt good to all the ages of eter- 


| Nances | to enhance the value of bis love, wh 


nity.— Thrice happy day! when there | ſhall 


be no more frowns or ſtorms on the face of 
our heavenly Father; when he ſhall bid us 
welcome to his bleſt abodes; when he who 
has already given us his Son ſhall give him- 
ſelf to us; and when, in the language of the 
apoſtle, our fellowſhip ſhall tru] be with the | 
Father, and with his Son Jeſus C i 
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4 That I will not a little enhance the 
| happineſs of heaven to know and be aſſured 
that it ſhall never have an end. The higheſt 
enjoyments in time are at beſt but momentary, 
they periſh in the uſing, or elſe our reliſh for 
them changes, and the ſhort-lived good ex- 
pires: Nor do we know of any thing in life 
* that is not of a changeable nature, and ſub- 
ject to the fate of ſatiety and diſguſt. Uncer - 
tainty makes pleaſure fade, and ſinks even joy 
| itſelf into anxiety; With what immenſe ed 
faction then ſhall we enter the regions of ever- - 
- laſting glory, from whence we ſhall; go no 
more out? With what ſuperlative delight 
will we enjoy a happineſs that we know. ſhall 
er be taken from us; a happineſs which, 
if it is ſubjected to any changes, will be al- 
ways changing to the better, will riſe and 
enlarge itſelf with our e and laſt o 
5 en Welte Sod » 
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But to 3 . 1 0 in 3 faid ; 
ve may obſerve, in the firſt place, The infi- 
nite goodneſs of God to men, who has given 
them ground to look for ſo great, ſo divine a 
| falvation, Had he only propoſed to deliver | 
us from the curſes of a broken law, and the 
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8 er nt due to fin, we muſt have acknow- 


edged even this an act of unſpeakable grace, 
and thought ourſelyes bound to receſve it 
With the warmeſt gratitude and thankfulnefs; 
but hew much greater is that goodnefs which 


has provided for us a kingdom, am inheritance 
that is igcorruptihle and undefiled, and that 


fadeth not away, even a happinefs as much 


above our wiſhes as the heavens are aboye the 


earth? — Could we take à view but for 4 mo- 


ment of "that unſcen glory that is within the 


veil, how would the glory of this world fink 


and evaniſh in its preſence, and become ar 


once altogether taſteleſs aud inſtpid!— If the 
molt ſplendid” ſcenes, the moſt magnificent 


opbjects, the moſt, rapturous enjoyments,” this 
He can afford, are but as the ſports of chit- 


_ e eee eee 
compared, with that glof) that is afterwards 


to be revealed, how much 'ought we to adore 
. that aſtoniſhing goodbefs Which. bas provided | 


fo great a happineſs for us; and with What 


_ tranſports ſhould we be looking for the ſecond | 
©" coming of our generous Redecmer, who is to 
briog this falvation along. with him, and to 


put us in the full and cvertaſting poſſeſſion of 


i: Let us therefore keep our eyes glways 
Ked upon the celeſtial object, that our Hearts 
deiag deeply penetmied with a ſenſe of divine 
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| Inconceivably. great, a fee to our own in⸗ | 
© tereſt ſhould lead us to lay aſide all aicaver. 
cares, and purſue every meaſure that may _ 
ſerve to bring us to the enjoyment of „„ 
Cas any thing be more ſhamefully abſurd than 
to ſee creatures born for immortality acting | 
ag if they had no concerns that reached be: 
yond the grave, eagerly graſping at rifles, 8 
5 __ ig a for. the One thing needful; pre- 
a few momentary. gratifications | to. 
coſe? ubſtantial joys, that are to laſt for ever? 
et this abſurdity, ſhameful as it is, we have 
but too much reaſon to apply to ourſelves : | 
Let us ink of it with the. deepeſt concern. 
and give no more occaſion for ck. uneaſy ſelf- | 
reproach. —A happineſs infinitely beyond what 
the world can give is now in our offer; te 
time in which we ſhall have it in our power 
to accept of it is ſhort; when that is over, 


. 


and the door of mercy ſhut, dark deſpair. 7 
with all its woeful, train, ſhall enter, and fil! | 
the ſoul with tormenting diſquietude, 1 ; 
with the moſt ſevere and Wes repent- 
pe” DO 24 2 „„ 
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our merciful viſitation, be mindful of the 
- *things which belong to our peace, before they 
are hid from our eyes. The ſalvation that is 
* propoſed to ys is not to be bought; Chriſt 
Himſelf has made the purchaſe ;' we have on- 

ly to prepare ourſelves for the enjoyment of 

it, and it ſhall be ours: Holineſs -is the me- 

thod; for without this we cannot expect to 
| ſee the face of God in mercy.—Let us there- 
fore endeavour: to be holy, as God is holy: 

Let us cleanſe ourſelves from all filthineſs of 

the fleſh and ſpirit, perfecting holineſs in the 
ear of God: Then ſhall we be able with joy 

and confidence to look for the ſecond coming 
of our Lord and Saviour, who will bring his 

. reward along with him, when he ſhall appear, 
Without fin, unto falvation. 
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